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Your Journal always provides interesting and instructive reading and the 
June issue with its special feature on Asbestos maintained that usual high 
standard.

There is some slight difference in assessment of risk between the article by 
S R Bailey and the contribution by Lawrence Waterman on the subject of 
fibres other than asbestos, now being used in increasing quantities.

Because your Journal is so often used by Workers, Worker Representatives and 
Management as guidance, we feel that we must point out that the present 
medical and scientific research findings are giving increasing emphasis to 
the fact that respiratory disease is not unique to asbestos amongst fibres, 
and that wherever work or work activities are likely to release respirable, 
durable fibres it is essential to control dust levels, maintain hygiene 
standards, and good working practices.

We are of the view that the S S Bailey article gives recognition and 
therefore awareness to the new dimension, whereas the Lawrence Waterman 
article, perhaps unintentional, understates the potential risk.

We all operate today in a multi-fibre working environment and early 
awareness and precautions taken can avoid a repetition of the asbestos 
experience.

Yours (sincerely
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Pi rector General
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