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Random comments on the tank cleaning as it was reported iIn

the letter of Mr. Reni Barki of June 2, 1953.

If the men who worked in this tank wore air-hose

v

(and it is not specifically stated whether or not they| did,

|
!

excepbing on the last day or two of the tank clea?ing s
% ’

renticned on page 3), they should have been safe even in a

very high concentration of lsad in air. ‘ -

The mention of the 20 c.c. blend immediately suzgests
[

there was any previous knowledge on the part of any on
‘ ]

f
on.

|
no ¥nevledge was had of this blend, the reascen for thi

the Corporation cf this blend snd 1ts transportati

¢

of knowledge should bs investigated. |
Since definite procedureé have been establishpd T
routine handling of sludge, the question arises asyto
individual judgment was used and a procsdure which&
from the accepted usual procedure followed. The ernin

procedure, it seems to me, only complicates the pibture
1
|

requiring'perhaps more handling and beiﬁg very que#tion
in its effectiveness. If the T.E.L. was In water, it w
have been at the bottom of the water and nbﬁhing effect]
would have been accomplished by the burning of stove or
0il on the top of the water, The 0il, rather obvilusly
would simply have burned off, leaving the lead whe%e it \was
oricinally and there would have been no effect in %11
probability on that lead resting at the bottom of tFe o
“hen the original report of Nr. ‘iil“

to ¥r., Lewis, it ssems to me that Hr. Lewls was pasging

was made
medical

I
Judgment as to whether or not the syrmptoms might ha&e bgen due
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to lead sbsorption, This is a matter that shon 114 have been

peferred Lo thne Yedical Department at once for judgment.

If there was reason to believe that high concentrations

of lcad were in the air ountside the bank {there wias scme

evidence cof this as gstated in the letter beoau%e

of the strong

odor of lead ¢én the cutside), the use of canister masks would

be questionable even cn the outside.

Y

It appears that both ¥r. lewls and ¥r. Barkl were using

redical judgrent and only in retrospect and altcy the fact

AlL 10‘,15711 no Si)eG..J_ .LC instructions have Jcan

vhich have unusual histories cor proved te have

concentrations of lead, geod judgment might have|:

e

such an irmediate report. The situ

k]

Medical Department issue instructions for the

reporting of unusual tanks whien found.

Lester V. Sanders, #.D.

July 2, 1953
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