Mr. G. B, Blaisdell August 25, 193%
A. U, GCeorge

Metropolitan Life Insursance Company
Survey of Lancaster Ploor Division

Dear George:

Since sending you your copy of the Survey of the Lancastar Floer
Divisgion made by the Industrisl Heslth Sacticn of the Netropolitan Life In-
surance Companmy, I have thought it advisable to comment more fully to you on
this report.

On Page 7 of this report you will read the following:

The toxicities of lead, mangensse, bsnzol, and
naphtha were discussed in the pravious reporis,
Thare are still hazards from the use of these
substances. The concentrations of benzol and
naphtha are vary high, many times the maximum
allowable concentrations.

On Page 6 are shown the concantrations of benzol ani naphtha
which are indeed very high., I am definitaly recommending that benzol be
eliminated from uss in the factory and am also recommeniing whersver solvents
ars used in production that checks be made by the dsctor to determina whether
the axposed parsons sre suffering from exposure to these fumeg. It must be
renenbered that all of the solvents have bad effects on parsons axposed to
high concentrations and every effort should be msde to reduce the concentrations
to a minipum,. ’ .

Through a reference %o the data sheet on chemical snalyses, it
will be found that we are definitaly high in lsed content in a mmber of
oparations, If you will refer to the last column showing ths amount of lead
absorbed in an B-hour day, you will note that many of tha figures ars above
2 milligrams per cubic meter, 8~hour day. Although there ia no defimite point
vhich can be stated as being sbsalutaly safe in lsad sbsorption, a gensral
figure ia gilven by leading authorities that the smount should zat exseed £ m{lli.
grans per cubdc meter, 8-hour day, and in one industry particulsrly menotioned
by the Metropolitan thay state there was ap sgresment that the lsad content
should be below 1.6 milligraas per cubic meter, 8-hour day., I should recomzend
in this connection a doctor's examination of those individusls who are exposed
to the lsad hazards particularly those fellows who are weighing lead pigments
and litharge so as to catch any signs of lead polsoning before seriocus cases
develop. It might also be wise to consider the use of lead duat respirators
vharever dangerocus conditions exist. Y do believe very definitely that the men
expased to this operation should be examined periodically by a physichn and &
Teport nade of any cases whare there is evidense of any trouble vhatsosver,
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The above statenents shouléd apply to hazards in the use of man-
ganesa,

On the data sheets shcwing the dust counts, Sample No. 6, Build.
ing 67-B, Second Floor, Palnt and Becking Mix, a dust count of 10 million
particles less than 10 xicrons is shown per cubic foot., Although this con-
dition is not normally considered bad, ¥-., P, H, Yeomans baelicves by the {n-
gtallation of a portable hood which will cost less than $100. this condition
can be considerably improved. I recommesd that the sum necessary to cover
this additlon be placed in the 1940 budget on health hazards.

Sample No. 7 appears to be quite satisfactory.

Sample No. 8, Bulidipg 67-F, skows e dust count of 74 million.
This is quite high cnd & project ahould be szet up to greetly reduce the duat
count on this aperation,

Samples Nos. 11, 12, 15, 16, and 19 all refer to our Cork MNill
rhere there is 2 mixture of cork dust and on some floors silica dust as well.
Some of these counts are exceedingly high and projects should bs set u» to
improve these conditions.

Saeples Nos. 17, 20, snd 25 do not appear to be very bad. These
dust counts were taken before the exhaust system waz in oparation in the Mix-
ing Bullding and the dust counts should be greatly improved since this ex-
haust systam iz now in operatior and should be comparabls to the fine con-
ditions noted under Samples Nos., 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, and B9,

Samples ¥oa., 35, %8, 58, and 40 were taken before ths rotary ex-
haust gystam was in operation and I believe that the dust courts in geparal
should be 4in as good 2 condition as thoge in the Iniaid Department since the
exhaust system in the Rotary Department has been installed,

Sample Bo. 54 zeems quite aatisfactory as do Samples Nos. 47, 49,
and 58,

No. 55, Paste Kaking Department, Building 405, Second Ploorn—

.llthough in s remarkable condition over the existing condition in 1935, Lt -

atill is very bad froa the standpoint of duast counts. A project should be
set up to {mprove this condition.

Sample No., 56 is quits high in dust counts and this is apparently
dus to the fact that the exhaust fan ias not operating efficfently. The
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equipment, of course, should b« put In condition*
Semples Rob. 9, 18-A, and 59 appear to be quit® satisfactory.

Sample No. 16, Building 41, 6th Floor, between Hoppers 11 and
appears bad on this report, but the new exhaust was applied since this
count was taken. Consequently, I do not think any other work is required

except to check to see to It that the equipoant is in proper working con-
dition.

Samples Nos. 71, 72, and 75 appear to be satisfactory in the first
two cases, but Sample No. 75 for asbestos dust should bw reduced for Safety
purposes.

Sample No, 74—it Beeos likely that improvement can be made to this
departaent without the expenditure of a great deal of money and | understand

that we are now sanding Press Blankets In this departaent which occasionally
makes considerable dust. 1 do not know whether this operation was being con-
ducted during the time this dust count was taken. If not, | should recommend
that a project be set up to take care of this dust.

Very truly yours,

AI'GWCUP

Copy to Mr. £. J. leasler

BCs Mr* A. 6. Keen
Mr. P.3. Teoaane
Ur. X. X. Clark
Mr. 1. R. Woerner
Mr. P. E. Pennell
Mr. X. daxton
Mr. J. J. Swans, Jr.
Mr. S. E. Dyke )
Mr. H. P. Smith, Jr.)
Dr. C. P. Stahr
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