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J.B. CHAFPPELL 10 MR. ROBERT P. CARTER

Training and Safety Officer. Health and Environment
Department,
Pittsburgh Office AB.

JBC/AET.

28th April 1976.

Alternatives to Asbestos

We recently received a copy of your letter of 30th March 1976
via our Purchasing Manager, Mr. J.M.S. Roberts, and felt that
we should inform you of the action that has been taken to
eliminate where possible the use of asbestos on this site.

In metal melting and pouring operations:

1. Replacing the seal between static and portable pouring
launders with Kaowool, a proprietary brand of ceramic fibre.

2. Using Ciment Fondue and crushed refractory brick instead
of rammed asbestos fibre or Marinite board as launder lining.

3. Substituting hand-formed furnace tap-hole plugs made from
dampened asbestos fibre with pre-formed Fibrefax Cones, made
from Aluminium Silicate.

4, We are still using pre-machined (at the supplier's) Marinite
components for pouring floats (distributors) which we assemble
prior to use, but are endeavouring to improve handling,
transportation and storage to reduce minor damage and the
subsequent dust and small particles arising from poor housekeeping.

Elsewhere in the plant we are examining protective clothing,
e.g. gloves, for handling hot rolled plate and seeking alternatives.

As a result of information recently released in this country
there has been a spate of reports in the media and we enclose
photocopies of articles reproduced in two of our more responsible
national daily newspapers, The Times and The Daily Telegraph.

We will keep you informed of future developments.

M

Encs:
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: By PETER GILL
. “FRESH investigation
™ into the healtn hazards
of asbestos has been -
promised by the Govern-
-ment - after the releasc
yesterday of a report en
the “killer” ashestos plant
at Hedbden Bridge, York-
shire. . : ..
Sir Alaa Marre, the Ombuds-
man, says in his report- that |
there were 50 reported cases of
the lung discase asbostosis ve- |
tween 12684 and the closure of |
the Acre Mill {zwcary in 1970,
fizures  were !
3 T amasive .

o

wng brought
case to the

e Acre il
sbudsman.

Ar Madden said that J0
' former cmolovees at the plart,
which epened iz 1833, nzd died
zad a further 27} were suSering
.y from  asvestssis —cauzed by
-] asbestos particies scarriaz the
[ lungs. .

Report accented
Mr Harold Walker. Under-
1 Secretary far Lmai~vment. said
yesterday thit f2 Jccepted the
Ombudsmzas criziccsms of g
factory inspacinss who hardled
Acte Ml the Chie Ia-
spetor of Facto
hipdsighr. that
difcnlties the
" could have e3
. tions moce i

e e e ———— . e ——— .

“ ampm

then fazed, t

h~z regula-
-

PN

<b

2.
Dr Bertram ifann. the consult-
ant chest p iz whno dirz-
. nosed neari e cases of
asbestozis  aris fraom Acre
. Mill said ve: v re feared

of the dise2:e in the area over
-+ the pext 13-20 yezrs.

© He said that taere were 37
few cases ia 1574 and 23 cases |

J there ccu!d he up 20 330 Ca2:es

[Py

fe ra s e A

-—

last vear. I
Dr Mann sa'd thzt zhout six g -

people who nzd the dseise nad
not worke¢ ar *h»
"3

were orly r:-

.
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FACTCRY ‘FAILURT
BY INSPECTORS

L

aod Ay

) DAILY TELEGRAPH REPORTER

SIR ALAN MARRE, the Ombudsman, has
taken Government factory inspectors to

task for their handling of a “killer ” asbestos

factory at Hebden Bridge in Yorkshire.

In a 45-page report released yesterday, Sir Alan
concludes that “the quality of the attention given to

Acre Mill was not as high

. 2s'it could and should

. have been.” -

. He strongly suzgests the
1spectors should have prose-
cuted the owners for failing to
implement adequate dust con-
trol measures.

Community leaders in West
Yorkshire ciaim that 40 former
employecs have died and more
will die from the lung discase
asbestosis contracted at the Acre
Mill glant. clased downm by its
owuers in 1970. :

Lawvers representing  the
workers say that Cape Indus-
tries, whbich ran the factory,
have paid out some £2 million
in damages in the past six
years. AH but two of the cases
have been scttled out of court,
with the hichest sinzle com-
pensation figure standing at

Fresh concern

In Hebden Bridge yesterda
there was fresh c’onrzm o?'cj;'
the dummpz of asbestos waste
in the neizhbourhood.

A junicr and infant schaol
100 yards from ore of Lhoe
blgzesz.txpﬁ has halted naturc
walks in the area. znd mem.
bers of © local Asbest~c Action
Cgmr:u:tce are pressing the
West Yorks County Coundil to
cover the asbestos waste.

The Ombudsman’s report is
certain to dbe used by MM Ps to
demand a pbiic inquiry into
the continuinz trazcdies at
Hctbdetr“x Brgdze and to investi-
g2te the bencefits and hazar
of asbestos. d ards

“1 shall use this as a batter-
fnz ram to g2t & vemy urzent
public iaquirv into al aspacts

0f asbesics.™ said M- Max
Madden, Labour MP  for
Soweriv,  wke  brou cht the

Issue to the Ombudsman a year
aso.

“The communitv sreuld be
able to aecide  whermer  the
risks are arecntable in the liskt
of the ber~fiiz of asocstos.”
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" Lungs starred

Asbestosis - results from the |

scarring of the lungs by tiny
dust particles. There is no
known “safe” limit for the
estimated 100.000 people work-
ing closely with asbestos, and
the discase can take as long as
13 to 35 years to mature. .

The Ombudsman's report
tackles only tiie role of Govern-
ment factory inspectors.

“1 think that the district staff
at Halifax—the responsible in-
spectors—conuld and shonld have
shown greater determination at
various times over several vears -
to put further pressure on the
management at Acre Mill,” Sir
Alan said in the conclusion to

report.

“I am not convinced that they
were sufficiently decisive either
in conveying? to the manazement
the sense of urzency that was
appropriate or in pursuing the
question of a prosecution when,
over a period of years, improve-
ments were not forthcoming.”

* Model’ plant

The report discloses that Acre
Mill was for a time rezarded by
loca]l factory inspecters as a
“ model " plant to which traince
inspectors were taken to d2mon-
strate the working of regulatioas
for the asbestos industrv. Rexu.
lations framed ia 1331 were
tightened in 1968.

Sir Alan's yearlonz investi-
gations into Acre Mill show that
1aspectors’ reports on the plant
were peppered with cartidsms
for almost 20 years.

The threat of prosecution was
mooted at least three times. and
one former faciory inspector toid
the Ombudsman that fie would
“prodably ™ have reconsicered
taking Cape to court had he not
been transierred from the area
in_1966. i

The report quotes the minutes
of a con~rence held by the chief™
factorv in<gsectar last vear “ that
with  hindsizht it mizht have
been better to have allowed the
district insnccior to prosecute.”

¢Qver friendly’

But the Ombud-min cvoner-
ates the factory ia<neoterpa,
naw pact of the somiaxivpangoat
Health and Safery Caecunve, on

-
a series of allegations which in-
cluded the improper destruction
of files relating to Acre Mill, the
failure of Cape Asbestos to dis-
play factory regulations at the !
plant and an “overfriecadly” |
relationshio between the in- .,
spectors and the Acre Mill
management.

Mr DMadden yesterday dis-
missed Government plans to
mount a review of the latest
ashestos regulations as ag - in-
suffident response to the Om-
budsman’s report. .

“ We do not wan? a hele-in-the-
corner review conducted in
secret. In my view, the whule
thing should be draczed out inrn
the open, and an inauiry should
be conducted in public,” he said.

“I fcel that if the asbestos
industry is confiden: of the
quality and the benchts of irs .
product and have taken the |
action thev should hive done .
under the 1563 regulatioas, then |
they should have notuains to fear |
from such a public inquiry,” Mr
Madden added.

‘Pretty mild’ |

Mr John Pickerizz. the Maa- |
chesier jawver whe bas repra- |
sented most of the Acre Mil
workers in damages suits. said
that the Ombtudsman’s renor,
which did noc deal with Cane's
involvement, was “ pretty mita.”

“Those who have nal ¢» 1
with this knaw what an 3
letely appailing probiam :t i: |
There are a colessal cumber of |
cases, and the problem 15 fur i
greater than is generally accep- ]
ted.”

A spnkesmaa for Cape Tacdu~- !
tries said vesterday that the clo. i
sure of Acre Mill in 1970 wais
“for ecmnomic and cormmer-ial |
5" and was urncon r:c-li
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with the incidence of asoriiosns,
The spohesman added thar g

wauld “ rot be apnr s g

rate.
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with cancer
By Neville Hadgkinson ™.’z .
_An urgent review of precau-
tinas surronnding the use of
asbestos has lLecen started by
the ITealth and S,.fety Execu-
tive in the light of a growing
hady of cvidence that it is a
potent cause of cancer, - -
In certain forms it'is feared
to be a thicat to the public-as
well as to those working with
it; yet because of its recistance
to heat 'and acid it is in wide-

Juse oot by TeE

Facfory inspectors are being
asked to report on the degree
of compliance with and diffi-
culiies of caforcement of the
Asbestos Regulatinons of 1969,

There is particular cosicern over
because of the jarze. zmounts
of asbestos dust that may be
feleased into the atmasplere

. The Askesios Regulitions de
not specify oblig.iticas 1o those
who sre not wurlpenple, and
an _extension of the llcalth and
Safety Exccutive’s powers may
be sought 0 improve the pro.
tection given to the public.

.. Warnings to horie handymen
about the dangers of inkaling
the dust while working with
asbestos” products, and of the
need to rteal them 10 prevent
fibres flaking off and contami-
nating the home, are being
worked out between the Depart-

Protection and the asbestos
industry, with help {rom the
Employment Medical Advisory
Service. | . B :
It ts ncarly eight years since
a recommendation that such
warnings should be issued was
made by the standing subceom-
mittee on cancer of the Deparr-
ment of Health’s standing
medical advisory committee.

. In a confidential report
entitled Ccnirol of the cancer
| hazard due to asbesics™to the
- general pogulation the com-
mittee said it.kad been <hawn
that mesothelioma, a maliznant
tumour originaiing in the lining
of the chest or s:tamach, could
be produced by slight expocure
to asbesios, and that on present
knowledze it had to be assumed
that no amount of expacure was
completely {ree from :he risk.

. The report, which has only
Just come to lighy, added: * The
-use of asbestos is so widesorecad
that it is not practicable to
reduce caposure by proiecung
individual members of the
public and "efforts should be
concentrated on . reducing the
amount of asbectos dust in the
atmosphere™ "7 . Ty

." When the advisory' commit
tee's report was ioitten, .the
observed annual incidence of
mesothelioma deaths Lad risen

- - -

spread houschold and industrial -

demolition and deluiging work, |

ment of Prices und Consumer

ded over the 15 years up 1o
1956. The number is now run-
ning at more than 00 a year,
but because of difliculties in
diagnosis the ftrue incidence
may be much hizher.
Stringclt  precautions  are -

taken to kocp dJdowm the level
of dust-dinong workers rezu-
larly expo<ed 10 aheostos.  Be-
cause of - inadcquaie | standurds
in the pa«t, hundreds of war.

“kers have “died and still are
, dying from asbustosis, scerring |
;of the lungs czused bg inhala.

tion of ashestos fibres. . '
The condition is irreversible, |
untreatable, - progressive, and’|
oftcn disabling or fatal. .
t A maximum level of cxposure
wf two fibres a cubic centimetre
of air was laid dewn in the
1969 regulations on the basis
of advice from . the Bfnuh
Occupational Hygiene Socicty.
.~ Mawever, doubr  has been
taised whetherr that is -low

- cnoush ; the United Staies De-

partmiont of Lihour has tecently
pruposed a cut in the st.\.nd.‘.rd
of five fihres 1o half a fibre a
cubic centinwdre. o

© Qeveral retraspective studies
have shown that in dusty con-

ditions asbestos workers run a
greutly increased rvisk of devel-

. uping lung cencer ‘and that the
dustier the conditions the
greater  the risk. | Cigarctie
smoking enliances the danger.
Abnormally high incidences of
cancer of the ocsuphagus, stom-
ach, colon 4nd rectum have also
been discovered. -

De Irving Sclikoff, of New
York, a pioneer in asbestos ¢pi-
demiology, has suggested that
asbestos may cause cancers at
other sites, including the brain,
prancreas, and "~ the genito-
urinary area.. Asbestos fibres
have been found after death in
various tissues and organs.
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