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| have just received a confidential copy of a paper by Dr. Barry King of the
U. S. Department of Public Heolth. In this paper, Dr. King sets forth eriteria
for evaluating the lead hazord of painted surfoces.

WEBY CENOAL - € Wi ga $° _ou s
BOUTHENN ~ My @R & WA GLREY 88 _ala ¢n 34

BOYTRSERTIAN ~ w23 #L “REPI 3Pn.g

Dr. King develops evidence to indicate that the quantity of leed in painted.
surfaces with single and multiple loyers of paint should not exceed 0.03 mg.
Pb. per square cenlimeter. He also indicates that the doily permisscble in-
take of lead for a child should not exceed 0.2 mg. of lead per day from all
scurces in addition to the leod impurities normally contained in his dist. On
page 5, peragraph 1V, Dr. Kehos's work is refersnced. | belisve lead acetote
wos used as the leod source in Kehoe's study.

For meny years, the paint industry hes geared its fermulas and manufacturing
procasies to the production of coatings for children's toys and fumiture, ond
to Interior architectural paints which contain less than 1% lead {os metal) In
the nen-velatile content (ANSI Stondard 266.1). It seems te me that any
appreciable lowaring of that standerd tolerance for leed =ould lead te o
definite hordship for the paint industry. ! would like your cpinion on this
point, alse.

As you can see, attempling to relate Dr. King's figures to a percent by weight
standord for leod tolerance results in @ very low lead level. With no control
over the total film thickness of multiple coals of paint applied ever a period of
years, it could emount to eimest @ 2ero iead tolerence.
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Will you please read Dr. King's poper ond send me your commenn on the infor-
motion which Is presented as you feel it relates to the monufacture of coatings.
Government agencies ore under pressurs from vorious consumer groups to lower
the 1% lecd standord. Plecse remember that this is confidential information.

Thanks for your prompt reply to this request.

Sincerely,
Royal A. Brown
Technical Director
RAB:km
Enclosure

P.S. This ferter s being sent to o selected group of Paint Industry Technical
Executives. R.A.D.
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