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‘ Aésssros ATR POLLUTION IN NEW YORK CITY

At a moeting of the Hedical Adviaory Committee, Br. Irving

8011ko££ of Rt. stnai Environmental Sclsncas Laboratory

'proaentod atrong evidonoo ohow&ng that occupational oxpccure
: %0 asbestos had resulted in Asbestoszs and cancer. This
n.correlatzon between asbestos workers and asbestos-caused di-

'seases has been realxzed for some tima.
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The matorial presented by Dr. Selikoff evoked serious con-
ccrn‘abou: the releb%nco of asbestos in the ambiant air

as a health hazard. Thereforc, we are embarking on an in-

‘tensive study to datermine whether concentrations of asbestos

particulates in the.éeneral atmoSphcre.carry a cohcomitant
ri.x of widespread community asbsstos disease.

It is vital that current sourcas of agbastos air §ollution

and the lavels created in the atmosphere be gathered in lew
York Cizy. W; have already begun an emissions invaentory

of asbestos related activities in New York. Table I ceontains

data on tha use of firsproofing sprays containing asbestes

on dbuildings curssntly under congiructlion or racantly finished,

The Department of 515 Resources plans to work joihtly with

" the Environmental Sciences Laberatery in this project.

Mt. Sinai has recently completed an inveatigation?of sampling

techniques and equipment, and correlation of field and
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3TV 7, laboratory procedureuy which can be ussd for monitoring as-
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-+ . bestos in tho ambiaent air. We wich to detormine opecific

-
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.. ...information as to the form in which asbestos is used -

- - N

.. {f:ﬁw material, fiéishéd product, end-product use -- and the

;. ;;“éﬁnditiahs under which it is used. This will all be done

. . with spocial fofareﬁéo tc its potontiéi for community air

-;{ - pollutién during-ané as a result of such uae.

S We shall attempt to gain knowledge in all areas of asbestos

. ~ usage in New York. &e will ascertain details reslating to the
transportation, rece;ving. importation, warchousing, and
shipping of raw aabe?toa fiber in the City. Wn mﬁst know

. which docks usually recciva this material. Similar studles
in London, for example, brought about the rogult of closing
the port of London <o asbeostoes. Only <three British ports
are now handling this material. Furthermore, cv;r 3,000
products are now known %o be mads with asbestos. We need to
ldentify <heo specific industries and companies emplaoying

these produc=za.

’h—--’

It will also be determined where in MNew York manufacturing

‘of finished and partially finished asbestos products takes
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piace. The conditions under which these products ars manu-

factured will ba ofzconCurn. Studiaes will also ﬁa mada

as regards the installation and manipulation of asbestos
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: producis. Tha const*uc ion industry ;s one such major area .

of end-produc: usae, and will, thorefore, be a main area of
;nvest;gat;on. .
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. We shall algo lock iéto golid wagte dispodal of produces

associated with the aforement;oncd actsztzns. In additien,

the disintegration of asbestos mater;als is zTangentially
associated; demolx:;on problems being a special example.

Explorations inte this area will aiso be made.

The ambient air wili?be sampled and analyzaed in arsas which
are specifically believed to emit asdostos and in aroas
without suspected or known asbestos sources. ?of ihe latter
catpgory; five sites will be chosen based on meteorolegical

factors. In tha formapr category -- areas in which asbeswos

. omlission i3 suspeet ~= three fileld sites will be nalagtad,

They will be chosan on the baois of the naturs >¢f tha sourcs

.0f the emissicn, such as construction or demeclition sites,

_neighborhseds surrsunding factories using asbestos, or

..

. 8arages and brake sheops.

On-glite concentratiuns will Lo monitorad.. Samploo of concen-

trations will also bo made at selected dzs ances from the

locations. Upen comple ion of this extensive progran in

" sampling and emissions inventery, =he data will be analyzed.

-

- We expect this project to .extend for a fifteen month period.
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Your commen TS on this.prcpoaed study will be most welcbma

‘f"_:—..__-
«to us. Wa are sagey to asgimilate all suggestions so as to
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inauvo our goal that t&.a projoct will provide us with the
nhcessary informat;on with which %o form am OVarall evaluation

“of tha asbestos situatzon in New York City.

-
- . - .- ’

Howaver, there remains a very impoffant question which we
would like to put befére you today. On the basis of your
modical knowledga and expariencs, ia_thers aufficlent_gvidence

)

from the existing information tof taks perumptory action

to regulate use of asbestos in certain areas? In this regard,

our attention is especially focused on asbestos fireproofing

. sprays used in constructien and demolition dust. These are,

as I have peinted Outtpreviously, Two uses of asbestes which

we suspect as most diroctly affecting the community~-at-large.
Can you guide us in our reaponsidility to deotormine how quick-
1y we should move and in what directien? Furthermore, is there
any medical eriteria for cdatermining -- or even approximating--
hew nmuch asbestos in the atmosphere i3 acceptablae? Your
coungel in .hooo matters will he of innatimadble holp %o us

in formulatzng our course ¢f action in controlling asbestes

pollution in the Cizy of New York.
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SPRAYEN\_. OF NIwW YORR CITY BUILDING STRUCTURCS

EAE _ . . WITH FIREPROOFING ASBESTOS COMPOUND
e RPN Asbostos | Ilese Ne. ,
LT S Compound] * Arca Heighy of | Asbustos®
{. Address © : {ibs.) [(Sq. (t.)} (ft.)iStenieg (ios.)

‘345 Park Avenae 175,000 | 1,634,670] 681 | 44 52,500

"7 East 42rd Street 268,370 | 312,039 | 388 | 27 80, 511
1700 Broadway 55,000 557,649 a3 | 41 16,565

141 West S4th Strcet 75,000/ 1,873,946 615 [ 49 22,500

IS Columbus Circle 535,853| 563,705 583 | 46 160,756

( ~ U5 Broad Street 500,000| 887,438 282 22 150, 000
' ( "1 New York Plaza 2,250,00q 2,525,841 664 | S0 675,000
160 Wall Street 600,00 472,744 365 | 23 180,000
Tatal - 4,‘1"‘,“)122.‘41 n,n:zngrmi 1,337,767

.* Asbestos compound contains 30% asbostos fibars, 60

% mineral weal and

o



