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Asbestos no threat to most of us |

By JERRY RESLER
Sentinel stal! writer

“phased oul In the
completsty banned within the next ssvers! years,
asbestos still is prevalent in our society.

Once widely used for insulation and other
purposes, ashestos fuay be present in our homes,
in the brake and clutch pads in our cars, in our
offices and our children’s schools, even In the air
we bresthe on our streets,

For the vast majority of us, the risks are
relatively small, according to s City of Mliwaukes
health official and a Medical College of Wisconsia
physician who has done research on how asbestos
causes disease. N

Although asb isah the
mere fact that it ia present in a bullding doesn't

sily mean it's dangerous, they said.

“People should respect the fact that Its a

cinogen, but they should

that st sometime In their Ufe g havs an expo-
sure toIt.”

But the odds are the sxposure was not enosgh
to cause problems becauss the risks of de o«
asbestos-related diseases are tied 1o the le
. exposurs to the asbestos fibsrs and {0 the amount
n--_m_.g in the air at the time of exposurs, Krey

In fsct, studies have shown that most urben
dwellers alresdy have some asbestos fibers in
their lungs, sald Ralph M. Schapira, an assistant

_-3?89. -.5-!.&9_02_-0.25-33-:«8
n pulmonary medicine.

Most cases of asbestos-relatsd disesses occur in
wluwr who were exposed to ash dly
h! eir jobe, such as asbestos workers, Schapira

Before coming to Milwaukes last year, Schapirs
Was 8 researcher at the National Institute of
E 1 Health Sci near Raleigh, N.C.,
where he did h on ash lated lung
Al particularly ssbestost

Besides ash & disease § scarring
- of the jungs, asbestos can cause jung cancer and
m

“Some people think it should
just be left alone. Others feel
any exposure Is too much. My
personal opinion is if it's intact
and not airbome, | would
personally leave it." !

— M. SCHAPIRA,
Madical

of Wisconsin

pose sny risk atall.”
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such things as roofing shingles, flooring tles. ¢

siding and Insulation for hot-watar pipes, in moet

cases the fibers can't essily become airborns

because of the nature of the materials, Krey sald.

" *ypually roofin, rials are not & probl

»-c the arts is Lrape .t_.v-ﬂ"_.o..
products,” Krey sald. *If you're act cutting or

..unt_._- It, just tearing the stuff off, geaerally it's

not & problem.

*Thermai pips insulstion is & different story. As

mesothelloma, a cancer of the outer Hning of the
lungs, among othar llinesses.

“Most of these di are doss-dependent,”
Schapira sald. "Most people don’t have anything to
worry about.” .

Ashestos can be removed safely by trained
professionals, but there Is sven some codtroversy
about whether it should ds removed in the first

subject, publisiied (n Sclence magazl
the current policy of wi removal of asbes-
tos In schools and buildings' and suggested that
may pose more health risks thas Just lsaving it in
place. '

Saying the country was t up ta an asbes-
S.?En..vo-...uezshﬂmv removing
asbestos only creates & risk to workers who

remove it and does nbt substantially lower the risk
to the bullding’s occupants.

Krey disagrees.

“If 1t's done property, thers should be less
risk to the workers and the occy) of
buliding than when it was thers.” sald,

the asbestos is gone, you don't have to
about it.”
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potentially dangercus only when thay are friable
- in other words when they are deteriorating and
the asbestos fibers becoma alrborne.

“When the materis! itself bolding asbestos
starts breaking down and starts releasisg minute
asbestos fibers lato the air, that's when problem
really starts or ¢an occur,” Frey sald. *If It'sin &
non-friable, encapsulsted state, it's oot golng to

5&52

the | gets older, the glues and adhesives
break down and the asbestos can be more sasily

released into the air, especially if people brusb'vp

agalnst It.
Asbestos fibers cause problems by sccumulat.
Ing !n the Jungs, ra sald. Their chemical

properties th sm to genorste chemical
compounds n-_n.o_-uﬂ-: healthy _E_n celly and n
ng

*doing s0 may Initiste cancer. Si

that risk.

Diseases usually develop a couple of o or
more sftar exposure.

The Hketihood of developing related
diseases, inctuding lung cancer, is Ui to the
type of ssbestos inhaled, Schapirs .

Most of the asbestoa fibers In building
products and insulation sre a type chryso-
Ule, be sald.

Apparently becsuse of the nature of chrysotile -

asbestos flbers — they are long and curly — thers

ls less chance of them lodging In the jungs and !

p than p fibers, which
are short and straight, Schapira mid.

“Some poople think it should just be left alons,”
be said of the controversy about removing esbes- |

tos. "Others feel sny exposurs is too much. My
personal optalon Is If it's intact.and not sirboraa, 1
would personally leave it."
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