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Dow Chermical to Sell
Substitute for PCBs
In Power Capacit,or§

Sy W#I» BIASLT JevaNal Stelf Reportor
ORK~Dow Chemical Oo. dis-
olosed plans to market a new Insulating
fuld that it said could replace the controver-
sial chemicals known as polychlorinated bi-
phenyls or PCBs, In high-voltage power ca-
paciiors.

These capacilors account for perhaps
one-fiftth of PCB use. PCBs, oy
"Monannto Co., have been identified as an en-
virenmental contaminant, and concern has
mounted of late over thelr possible toxic of-
lozl\l\omn: »s well a3 {0 plants and anl-
mals.

Dow ané¢ McQraw-Edison Co., & maker of
capacitors, jointly disclosed the new insulat.
ing fluid al & conterence here, They said §t
was devel by Dow and found to be of-
teclive by MoGraw-Edison. The fluld is
xnown butyl

a
diphenyloxide, & Dow offieisl sald.
Dovulannmvnuwmdnplmpnrl

i haps six to eight million of the estimated 40
miflion pounds of PCBs produced in the U.8.
annuslly. It saill it will have an inlual pro-
duction capucity of one million pownds early
next year,
Other substances have been Wed as clec-
trical insulating

fluids dut PCBa, becauss of |}

their high stabllity and other properties, are
considered beat at preventing fires and ex-

Ppioaions In transtormers and capacttors,

Previously, Dow Corning Corp., & um
wnit of Corning Ginas Works lnd Dow Chem
feal, Mdl(MdM‘b’oﬂll‘hImﬂ
PCBs in transformers. In addition, RTE
Corp. said 1t 1a developing a new tneulaung
fluid tor use tn transformers and oould have
& product on the market next year.

The Environmental Proteclon Agency,

has been ng possible

emolaoimdllmwundm
PCBs formerly were widely used In none-

lectrical ut

and health concerns have restricled their
e largely to electrical equipment where
they are considered essential. Bul' all re-
strictions 30 far have besn voluntary and
Unsy haven't been very effective.

A complate ban on PCBs is thought prob-
able {f proposed substitutes prove effective
but noid the problems created by PCBa.

Dw and McGraw-Edison claimed the
Dow product is “environmentally sate."

‘huy wald its toxicity, blodegradability and

other relevant charscieristica had been

svaluated, leading to the conclusion that the

uct would have a “far lowsr potential

Iimpact on health and the environment'* than
PCBs.
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