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AIR HYGIZIE & MFG. COMMITTIEE

Asbestos Textile Institute
October 7, 1971 - Savannah Inn & Country Cludb, Savannah,Ga.

In attendance:

X.A. Roberts - Johns-iianville Corp. (Acting chairman)

C.L. Sheckler - " u %" (Chha, Tnvironmental Health Comm.)
G.ile Arnstrong - American asbestos Textile Corp.

J.L. Rainey = " " u "
E.H, Walter - 8 o n
L.FP., Dieringer - Uniroyal, Inc,

BOE. cuden - " b

R. c. Hunt - " " .
Jo L . Mitche 1l - Ho Ko Porter Ccmpany, mc [
E.C. Bratt - " u "

E.A. Farrell - Lgke Asbestos of Quebec,Ltd. :
Rafael E. Arnal - lianufacturas jaultiples S.A. (Caracas, Venezuela)
Y. Sato - lippon Asbestos Co.,Ltd. (USA representative)

xRt Hinutes d==ne

This meeting was, in part, held as a joint committee meeting with
the Invironmental Health Cormittee. The meetinpg was opened with a
brief review of some of the environmental protection egquipnent
being used by some of our members.,

. lr,J.L. Rainey presented a paper entitled "loist Spinning Process"
written by Mr, J.W. Weber, Chairman of the Doard, American Asbestos
Textile Corporation. lir. Rainey discussed the data in the paper which
indicates that a stronger, more dust free yarn is obtained when
moisture, in the form of water or an emulsion, is applied at the rub
apron of the carding machine. While the process was developed prim-
arily for the purnose of reducing the atmospheric dust count on the
delivery end of the carding machines (where the greater part of the
card-tenders tine is apent? it has been found that other advantages
result in subsequent operations as explained in iir. \ieber's paper
which is included with these minutes. Cormittee members were nost
appreciative of .ir. VWebers cooperation in supplyini the results of
his extensive experimental developrient work for the benefit of our
industry.! iisnbers desiring further inforuation on this process may
write direct to ilr.J.W.Weber, American Asbestos Textile Corporation,
P.0. 3ox 228, Norristown,Pa. 19404 (USA).

Considerable time was sacent in reviewins; the Occunational Safoty &
Health Act (0S¥A) and the anticipated Tnission Stancdards for asbestos .
soon to be established by the Inviromiental Protection Agency.

r. Shockler urzed that the ATI nenber companies undertalie to collect
industry »lant data and emnloyee data that would be helpful to AIA KA
in testifying before sub-cormittee hearings in :iashington,i’.C., At
the nresent time our industry, as such, lacks the facts to refute or
challenge statoments ‘so adverse to asbLestos that havs recoived
Such wide publicity in the last several yocars. It was therefore the
Joint recormendation of the Air Ilvpiene (: .ifg. and the Imvironmental
Health Comrnittees that the Institute establish a program to obtain
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meaningful data for use in guiding national standards. It was sug-
gested that a start could be made by contactinp Dr. Lewis J, Cralley,
fornerly in charge of Division of Tpideniology & Special Services, -
USPES, Dept., of HIW, under whose supervision in-plant surveys of
asbestos plants and eaployees were nmade by Federal authorities over
a2 period of many years. Dr. Craller is presently employed as &
consultant to liarcus Xey,li.D., Head of the National Institute of
Occunational Safety & Health. It is hoped that the data now in the
Dept. of HIV files can be released for possible benefit to the
ast-estos textile industry.

Followinp the mseting, arrangements were made ‘to ship the ATI's
Bausch ¢ Louwb Dust Counter to the american asbestos Textile Corp.
plant at :lorristowm,?a. It will be shipped from GARLOCK INC.
Respesctfully submitted,
K.A. Roberts, Acting chairman
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MOIST SPINNINIG PROCESS

by:= J.W. Weber

Hoisture is applied to roving at the rub-apron section of the
carding machines., The moisture may be in the form of water or an
emulsion. Sufficient moisture is added to increase the total water
content of the roving to from 5 to 7 percent. Since the moisture is
applied by the rub aprons to the fibers at the surface of the roving,
tiiis process is varticularly effective in preventing asbestos fronm
flying off the roving and yarn during the follouing spinning, twist-
ing ancd winding operations. In relatively dry roving and yarn, the
asbestos fibers adhering to tne outside tend to becom airborne.

The anplication of noisture to the outer surface of the roving
also results in the retzntion of a relatively lofty yarn (which is
desirable),rather than the creation of the condensed condition of
an extruded yarn,

While the process has been developed primarily for the purpose
of reducing thie atmosnheric dust count on the delivery end of the
carding machines (where the greater part of the card-tender's time
is spent), and in subsecquont onerations such as spinning, twisting,
and winding, it has been found that this process imparts considerabdle
strength to the rovin; and thereby results in sreatly roduced roving
breaks during spinning. This further reduces the dust count at the
spinning fraunes, since broken ends on the bobbins raise a virtual
dust storm. 4Ye have found further that, since the moist roving is in
& somewhat more coavact condition when being wound on the card
spools, considerably moro yardaie can Le wound on spools of the same
diameter than can be achieved with relatively dry roving.

In order to cetermine the relative merits of roist vs relatively
dry roving at the soinning operation, asbestos fiber counts were
taken, results of which are indicated in the following table:-

(See 2n e 3)




