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since World War 1, and the federal
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mesothelioms, a0 incurable cancer  from the nation’s schools.

of the chest sad sbdomen. Asbestos workers filed 2 massive
“This is pollutice prevention. jury lawsuit aganst one

We're eliminatiog 2 known cancer-  of the workd's largest manufactur-
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“We view it 23 a very positive
step.” said Kifen Florind, s atier-
ey with the Eavi i De-

fense Fund, “We think it iadicates

podution
tion. Our only regret is that & didn’t
happen

added,

The goversment and the EPA im
partacular have long been actuséd
of delaying actun oa ashestas de-
spite idence o its can-

seversl yems ago,” she

cer-cRusing The EPA
{irst identilied asbeston s & “has-
ardous ar pollutant” in 1972, and

that
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existing sshestos-contammutg peod-

94,000 tons of ashestos each year,
far below the 700,000-tom senual
levels of the mid-19704 but stk
cause (or worry, sccording to EPA
officiale.

Rinlly noted that shexpite paxt ef
forts to control asbestes. “our
heaith and that of our chedren is
sull threateved by the continsed
reluase wito the eaviconment of vir-
tuatly mdesteuctible ashestos fibers
from pmdnmbeqmumhy He
said asbestos is responsible for
3,000 to 12,000 cancer deaths each

yerr.

EPA officials estimate that the
asbestow ban will cost cnasumers
about $460 million over the next 13
years, mostly in the form of higher
prices for substituce musterisls, and
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