December 20, 1938

Dy, J, Hammacher
Sourabaya
Java

Doar bDoctor lammachor:

I have voecelved informaition
from the London office of Lthyl Expurt Corpurstion
to the effect that your services have been sought by
representstives of the Asiatic Petroleum Company for
the sunervisiovn of certaln workmen who will bs engnged
in mixtng Ethyl flu'd oith gesovline at their Bandaran
plant. I& has appeared from varicus iltems of CoOrrese
nondenge vwhich have come Lo me that you havs had a
conglderable anxloty concerning thoe danpgers assvelgted
with this work, It seoms advisaule, therefore, that
I commanicate with you and give you the benefit of wury
oxparience in connection with this sork, “his letter
will alao serve ags a cenfilrmation of your ansolinbomont
U Ghis pusibion

As the Hedleal Direstoy of
Lehyl Export Corpourntion, I have been respomnalble for
the approval of the equigwment uhieh nas been developed
for the wizing operstionss I have also boen respongle
bBle for repulationg which have boen concerned with the
oreratlon of mixl:g equipwendt eud with all obthor menns
of dealing wilth Lihyl Fluld and leaded gescline. 1
em al80 in charge of the medical supervision of all
mizing plants, Ton an ontirely separate capacity, I am
director of a laborstory in the Univeraity of Cincinnati
wvhich 1s engsged in the study of ocoupatiuvnal disesses
and io this capecity I have directed ruch of the exporie
mental work which has had t0 do with the provlea of
handling Bthyl #1114 and the public heoalth problem of
the distribution of leaded gasoline. = Accordingly I am
sending you information in the form of reprints of a
series of publizhed artlicles which de~ both with the
clinical phose of this matter and the ezperimental.
I send you also a memorandum which was prepared for the
benefit of consultants of Ethyl Export Corporation, in
uhich the general pollcigs of the dedical Departmeut are
set forthe I trust gou will find these of intarsst end
value B ' : o
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' T Bplefly, with wefercnce to the
Aangers ff th!s occuastion, 1t ghould be sald that if
the mixing equipment is constructed proparly ‘and opernted
proverly, there will be no dongey whatcver of lead »Hoisone
ing among the worlmen. The mixing equipment is simple in
design and sasy to oporete.s The regulations are set up
for the purpose of avolding all exposure to lend compounds,
Indeed the actual safety of thess operections is so zZreat
that there has been no c¢ase of loed pelsoniny lvn connection
with thls work, vor has thore been cvidence of messureable
load gausorptlon among the workmon, One might aessume frum
this that thore 18 uno great need of wadical supervisiun,
hls, hosever, in ny opiniou,is not the case. It has been
my proactice to use the medical exeminntions as a meens of
secking out the slightest eviden® of lead absorgtion, I
have also lanstructed medical men to inspvect mixing plants
from time to tilve aud to be on the alert te discover any
ovideonco that the regulstlong are not boleg adequetoly
cerried out. By this double means of examinaitlion of the
men and suporvision of the equipment,; I have expectod
te nalntaln precise and asccurate operablong, uwith the
full confidence that 1f such presislon vwere dhrtalned,
there could be no cacses of polisvning..

tur experience has shiown ug
thant Qaa”t 3ly examina tions of the men and guerterly
inspections u“ theo mixing plants are guite adequsts
in malntainiug the care which is necesanry. I do not
belleve, therefore, that you will filed 1% uocessery
to cxemine the meu more frecuen?ly then thls, nor do I
think you neod Lo unduly alermed sboult the dangers to
the men. '

I would appreciate 1¢ very
nueh 1f you would communicate %ith me from time to time,
letiing me kuow of any difficulties which wmay arise in
con-ectlon with your work in this field, For my part
I w111 beep you supplled with further informaticu as
it develops so that you may be awares of any new factorg,
In this coummectlion I should, perhaps, invite your apeciel
attenticn Lo the problem of the cleaning of tauks which
have been used for mixing ond aboring lesded geszolline,
I ghall not go into the dotaila of this problem at this
tire since the whole matier is under study, and since
we shell socon be in pogition to issue.s publication on
ite Howevor the re%ulationa which wo have designed for
preventing danger to workmen in thls type of work are
very necessary and should be put into offect., OUne of
the articles which I anm sendlng you males some mentlion of
this problem and defines briefly the origin of the lead
oxposure, 1t is necessary to recognlze that in this
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exposure we 40 not fear chronie lead poisonlug bus
rather an acute typo of cersbral intoxication which
18 30 drematio olinieally, and uhich 13 so serlous
from the point of view of outoome.

WWith vest wishes for the
success of your vwork, I am

Slucerely yours,

58X g8 Tobert Z. LenoGy el

ce Dr, de Priester
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