
One of the things I .promised to do at the last meeting of the Central 
Committee on Medicine and Health which has slipped my mind until the present was to 
write you concerning the potential studies that the Public Health Service would like 
to see done on lead workers in industry. You Will remember that as API’s representa­
tive on the Lead Liaison Committee with the Public Health Service I was provided 
with certain studies which they felt might be worthwhile undertaking in an attempt 
to answer the question of whether or not lead is having an effect on the health of 
the general population. They passed out to us the five sheets which I have attached 
to this letter. Of particular interest were the studies suggested by No. 1 under 
Occupational Group Studies on Lead. In this regard I agreed to contact the medical 
directors of the three major automotive manufacturers and see if-they would be will­
ing to do studies of this nature on their lead workers. In addition, I agreed.to 
contact, through the Central Committee on Medicine and Health, the medical directors 
•of the oil industry to see if they might be willing to undertake comparable studies 
in leadi workers in the oil industry. Actually, the.number one study under Occupa­
tional Group Studies on Lead parallels quite closely the epidemiology lead studies 
number one project. :

i

The question which I posed to the Central Committee on Medicine and Health 
at its meeting was whether the medical directors of the petroleum companies would be 
willing to participate in such a study. In my view, the data .are usually probably 
already available in the medical recor4s maintained by the various petroleum com­
panies, and it would be simply a matter of getting the data out and putting it down 
on paper. Thus, blood and/or urinary lead levels could be correlated with any 
critical findings that might be available, including hemoglobins, red counts, or 
other blood effects specifically. It is very likely that nobody has done red cell 
fragility studies, and that this information thetefore probably would not be avail­
able, but it could be that one or another of the petroleum companies would be willing 
to undertake red cell fragility studies in their lead workers and attempt to corre­
late this with blood and/or urinary lead levels and environmental lead levels, if 
such are available.

It just seemed to me that a study of this nature could be done by the 
various petroleum companies involved in the Central Committee on Medicine and Health 
and perhaps collect valuable information which would add to the already available 
information indicating that lead exposures less than a certain figure do not.consti­
tute a hazard to anyone. ■ I would sincerely hope that the petroleum companies 
through their medical directors would cooperate In such a collection of data for the 
Public Health Service, since it would be invaluable to the Environmental Health 
Committee in its discussions with the federal authorities on the hazards of lead- 
in our environment.



As indicated, I have already met with Bud Irvin, Marion Jocz, and Dan 
Steiner to see if they would be willing to participate in a study of their workers.
My letter of December 7, 1966, outlines more or less the thinking I have on what 
this study might consist of, and I.am including it since I think it might be of 
value to you in attempting to assess whether the petroleum industries will coojperate 
in this, study. . •

After you have had art. opportunity to review the attached information' 
and should you still have any further questions concerning the nature Of the study 
to be undertaken, perhaps we could get together sometime in New York and discuss 
this more fully. I would hope that a decision on this might be reached at the 
May meeting of the Central Committee on Medicine and Health in order.that this7 
information might be conveyed to the Public Health Service. Might I also add J 
parenthetically that lack of cooperation by the petroleum companies in such studies 
might well be seriously misinterpreted by the Public Health Service. ' ii
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1. Several fragments of current information, • rninly related *_
■ to the blocd .-2omiag system, indicate* that blood and 

• urino lead levels presently believed safe, may sot is 
fast be so* Hose of the information, pointing to this 

' ‘ •"- possibility is, satisfactory for' uso in altering"control 
"‘v. progress. It does raise enough doubts so that careful

reevalimtion of current concepts is ia order* This can.. . 
\ probably fcs done - by the use of existing industrial data 

iron the supervision of load-exposed employees to a 
Iqrgs extent* if employee© {?ho, have be'en eafuained period­
ically have had urine loisdi ^pyolU hljexki load'd JL^ydlW . ,, 
h^jipglobiii ldv^t, rod 'blood cbll count, ilrbd-',t3lij^6dtlcbll 
fragility, and {urinary coproporphyria done a preliminary 

■ -..; ■ btirvoy cquM ''easily' 'bo dons1' #7 ^oupMg" as cord-

h‘'.-.-'. iHP ;'t|tf ■ ■ ilf’■1 ■ .

level it should bo apparent in such a design... Evidence
for or against, other types of injury from lead could - 

h 1 also bo sought ia the sene pattern* . -«. t .
■ - _ • • . }.

2* There are also unsatisfactory fragnent3 of inf emotion 
indicating that load exposures above and/or* boles? those 
producing lead poisoning may also produce chronic illness, 

v • ""' particularly Isldnsy disaask* tlMir problem.also -marits 
core careful study to 'decide vrhethor cr not ©ueh dosage 
is in fact occurring, Tco industrial groups lend thes- 
B0lv©3 to such a purpose. Groups mentioned in the first 
section can bo classified into cohorts by length of es- 
pesuro or by blood levels (cr by both), and followed 

• for differences in life“expoctsacy and health status 
v. . as cospared to noa-erpessd groups* Cases of industrial 

lead poisoning could be subject*to folle«-up study ia 
j ■ the naaaer used previously for children by Henderson 
-- and by Copper? (sic)-. Comparison * groups should probably 

fee employed* ■ .. • . .. ; -.-. -. ... „
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