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Monte Wate, San Francisco Chronicle

QUERY: The National Observer has asked me to do a follow-up story on what is
being done about the PCB/environmental problem. You will recall that
the San Francisco Chronicle was one of the first papers in this country
to present a lay version of the problem, What has Monsanto been doing?

ANSWER: (Mr. Wate was given a general description of Monsanto's PCB/environments
program from our initial identification and measurement stage in 1968
up to the present.)

The next logical question is "why has Monsanto gone to this effort?"
The answer is that we, as the sole U.S. producer of PCB, felt a
responsibility toward protecting the environment and, at the same time,
a responsibility toward keeping these products in use in those systems
where it performs an outstanding safety function «- which protects
people, Many state and local laws require safety fluids in electrical
equipment. There is no better product than PCB available for this use.
(Mr. Wate asked for some background material, which I sent him -- two
news releases plus the three write-ups, one on control of escape to the
environment; chronic toxicity, and biodegradation studies.
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