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The fipure is contained in a medical worlg news ;ditorial
written by the magazine's editor. Dr. Morris Fishbein.

The editerizl notes that come medical selenticts are predict-
ing taat the incidence of astesto=-induced lung cancer will soon
eéxceed that asscelated with cigarctte smoking.

And canccr isn't the only disease the scicntists say astes-
tos particles can Eenerate. Patholorists sav the partlcles can
produce a varietv of serious manifestations when inhaled. Studles
have recently shown that the mortality rate of workmen exposed to
asbestos under industrial conditions is sharply nlgher than that
for the working Population as a whole.

Asbestosis, a conditien similar to silicozis of the lung czan
develop among the general public, too, who constantly come into

b P A cemiiat s -
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balegs,
Asbestosis creates a slow derenerative reaction in the lungs.
A condition leading to what the medical men call fibrosis., which
1s the replacement of heal®li tissue with scar tissue. Encugh of
Lhetr and Like lungs simpiv tiop doing Lheir jou,
. Asdbestos is used in insulatine materials. It's fundamontal

da .fireprooiing. And tihere's no adecuate substitute for it, not

- e

vel; or at_least, thére isnT€vanv tnit's -been accepted either Ly
building eontracto;é o; b; hoétors who are concerned lest asbestos
be replaced bv something equallv harmful.

The Mow sorl exporiment at tnning the askestes spraving 3=
Lelng watched very carefully Ly coucerned experts a?ound the werla,

This is lou Adler,
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. Ilouston -« Govermment regulations are “essential® to
controlling the enly tvpe of nir rollution definitely linked with
lung cancer, 2 New Ycrk envirerrsental mrdicine spceialist believes,
i o . PE- 1TViNDg 4, Selikoff said airbornc asbestos fiber, coming
from many materials used in tae consiruction industry, posc a
“distreccing” and cften fatal bezard to men who work regularly :
aveu=md them, ‘
]

Becaguse asbostos is uszed so extensively in insulation and !

building materials, he said, its fibcrs can be found to a lesser
- dextee iu dbv lunve of alumrse VLY Ciey dweliios.

Sclikotf told th2 1Gth Intermatiomal Cancer Congress that
by themceives asbestos fibers trigger both lung cancer and gascre-
intestinal cancer. In c¢igarctee smobers, he said, they epparently

.. teanm with smoking by-products to ecause extra deaély rcs:;lt:.
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