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INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE

CHEMICALS AND PLASTICS . P. 0. BOX K, KING CITY, CAL\FORNIA 33930
7o (Nama) Paul McDaniels _ Date March 4, 1968
Division Medical Dept.
Locatien NYC ~ Crigiastiag Depd.
Answerlag letter date

Copy 10 o Subjedt

Enclosed im an article given to us by a local doctor. If you haven't
seen it, I thought you might fe interested.

J. A. Riddle
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southeastern part of the State
they sent: & questionnaire,
aeKing the hospitals to report
sl mesotheliomas diagnosed
between 1858 and 1963,

Back came 42 documented

cases of the'diseate, only 11

dof which could not be traced
to asbestos exposure.

Ten vicllms of the disease
ltuined out to be men who
worked in asbestos plants.
Elght were peopls whn Uved
Incar ashestos plants most of
thetr lives. Three were mem-
bers of familles who had one
or more asbesto s worker
members — a three-year-old
gir] ,whose father was sn as-
pestos engineer, & nUrse
whose father has worked for
15 years in an asbestos plant
and a woman with fwo sons

E;aha*ﬁeadly
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who worked ax asbestes insti-| bestos plant, one that em-

tators in & shipyard.

PEATHS .
Of 10 deaths which seemed
“questionable” ashestos ex-

that flaked off at the touch.

that beer is flitered through

of edtton fiber ard ashestos.
The most convincing study
{s the most recent one — con-
dncted by a tesm of doctors
working out of Middiescx

ploys 5000 workers.

3n the past three years, no
fewer than 19 cases of me-
sothelioms passed through

posures, two turned out {0 be Middlesex General. Only twoy
almost bizarre. Ope was a{of the 19 were not workers at
Gwlss cheesemaker, wholthe meachy asbestos plant,
worked almost his entira life|one a worman who apparently
sround a large boller cov-|inhaled zshestod dust in faun-
ered with asbestos insulution|deting- by -hugband’s work

ciothes, the decand s spinster

Another was a worker in ‘a|whoe lved ane blgck from the
brewery, where it turned out{plant. . !
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on it. About alt that radiation
treatments do, he says, I3
remove gome of the fiuid that
builds up in the Jungs from
the disease.
. FATAL

t“The disease is 100 vercent
fatzl” Dr. Borow states,
“and usually takes Jess than
a yexr.after diagnosis to Tun
its course.”
Nobody knows why it at-
tacks some asbestof workers
and not others, or why some

A relafively ‘mew™ dis

putp filters made ensentialty| ease, mesothelioma is also

one gf the most difficult dis-
easex o con{ront modern
medicine.:

1t is almost tmpossible to
ireat Middiésex General's

victims of the disease get it
alter an apparently mild ex-
posure to asbestos. The Uni-
versity ef Michigan school of
medicine cites one case of a
man who was exposed to as-
bestos for about & month

General Rospiial in NewiOr. Maxwell Borow says that|while he insulated hix house.
Rrunswick, N.J., a few miles |even the most potent anti-|Six yesrs Jater, he was dead
from the natioa’s largest a4 lcance? drogs have ‘no effectiol mesothelioma.

Even the nature of the dis-
ease i litlle understood.
White it' ¢ generally known
that the disease attacks the
tining of the chest and abdo-
men, nobody knows how it
gets there.

When asbestos dust is in-
haled, the fibers get trapped
In the lungs, where they form
gummy deposits. This ex-
plainy how usbestosis Rets
started, and pethaps even

tung cancer. One (heory is
that tbe gummy substance
builds up around the asbestos
fiber lodged . in the Jurg can
cause cenger elsewhere in
the body. But how dacs it do
{t? Nobody knows.

——

Among Asbestos Workérs

ing soms serious soclal and’
economic problems.

No State 1lsts the disease
in fts workmeén's ‘compenss- -
tion laws, s nobady afflicted
with it can be pald damages
for hig affliction. Even now,
the flrst test caves are it the
courts, where-they may con-
cetvably stay for the next
five to0 10 years. .

The fact that nobody knows
how anuch exposure o asbes-

tos can bring on the diseass
has created contraversy, too.
Most laws stipulate that as-
bestos workers be in an envi
roniment where there 1s no
more {han five million partl-
cles of asbestos dust per one
cubie oot of air — & regula-

Becagse It is such = new|tion that many in the asbes-
and %ittle understood disease,{tos industry fought years to

meosotholioma I8 also treat-|get approved. Assaclated Prei ¢
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