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As you know from my trip report of 3-25-068, that we were advised that week
by friends at Uanited Statas Stecel Corporation that & paper would be preseated
at subject meeting which was, in effect, critical of rigid, bleck-type
insuiations, namely, SUFEREX 1900, which tha suthor called the standsrd
ingulation in blast furmace stoves. The auther's contention is thet a
cazpressible type of iasulation is required to absozb the iacreased expansion
of the stove refractories brought sbout by the higher, hot blast temperatuces
that tha stoves are now being dasigned to preduce.

: 1 attended the presentation of this paper and the cc=ments which follcwed it,

L Tron the ccments of the auther, it was obvious that he was not tco sure of
his ground when queaticzed about the vegiliemcy of Mineral Woosl bleck efter
hegting, ASter the meeting I met with Uiz, Dedbenham, Chief Rescarch Eaginser -
Refrectories, and his asaistant, John Topping; Bill Kneeper, Chief Staff
Engineer - Blast Purnace and Agglemercticn, and Berl Sieger, Superiantendent
Blast Furnnces, Faizless Works, all ¢? ¥, S, Steel Cerporaticn., These men
wore all in general agresmen? that the znswer to these exzpansion problems
was not to replacs SUFERERX with Mineral Wool bleck but, were in agracment
that scmathing had to be done to solve this seriscus problem,

Since U.S. Steel is in the final design stages with the Arthur G. McRee Ccxpeny
of Cleveland cn a new blast furnace for their Scuth Werks, they are vary
enxious for our halp in solving this problem,

After discucsioms with many of our pecple vho have hsd experisnce in this grea,
it is5 cur f=sling thoat e ccmbination matorial could previda the necasasty
ccapressicn and rasiliense without sacrificing the supericr integrity of
SUPEREX. 1In sn effort to give U.S. Stocl scmething to consider quickly, last
week ve had Dr, Blair's people put together two samples of & cc=binaticn of
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SUFEEEX 1900 (2 inches) and 1 inch of 1C00° SPIN-GIAS. I snowed this
sample to the U.S. Steel psople end tie; wers quite eatnusiastic, axd
requested that we prepare additional samples {or their testing and evaluae
tion and askzd that we zdvise thecm a3 soon as possible 1if we could pzoduce
such a product, and at shat price. They would also like us to evaluata
the material in a pansl, in an effort to duplicate thisz service, I will
prepare an SSR to cover these tests ead discuss cur ability to produce
such & product cn an SPPI besis with cll concerned,

In addition to meeting with the U.S, Steeal people;, I kad an cecsasion to
discuss just briefly this matter with several other people frem

Jones & Leughlin Steel Corporation and Bethlehem Steel Corporatien, and
all gencrally felt that the paper presented scme good new informaticm but,
felt that t¢he scluticns nasded further work zzd invactigaticm. Thezcfore,
I chipk 1t ip ioperative that a3 sooa as cur position can be better
established, that we contact all the key pecple with the various stezl
caxpanizs with Tegard to blast Surmece stove design, So that we can protect
and hopafully improve cur positlca in this business.

Cocncerning thic meeting generally, it was as slways heavily attended by all
of the key psople in this pact of the steel industry frea sil over the world,
The eantertairment was also very heavy by all major refractery manufcciucers
end, also, by many whe we don't Zonarally congider major suppliers but .
apparently they ete., For instancs, ouc Plttsburgh distributer, who ie now
also a mamufacturer and contracter, had 2 large entertsimment suite with
entertaimment in the evenings., Ferro Erngineering Division, Zxcmet, Foasco
and several cther reletivaly small "hoz top® tecple 31l had eaterta’ ment
suites and/or luncheses or dinncrs om c2e or m=Te dsys. Babeock & Wileex
had a guite sleag with theit Beiley HMocer Eivisien, but neac of ths other
insulatien manufacturers hed advertisssd suitea. I did see ¥r. Jack Corry,
President of Iatesnatiornl Vermiculite, howaver, and he was catericining.

Althzush we voed to have pecple zztive in this Society, to cy Imowledge
we no leonger have aaycne in it erd I chink we sheould ecrToct this £5 scon
as pegaible, I would think wz sbsuid have cozache in Pittabusgh join,

and peasibly slso in Chicago, so that we can have ezntaet and kacp vp with
developmcnss in this pert of the steel industry.

J. A. Cempbell, Jr.
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