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G E N E R A L  M O T O R S  C O R P O R A T IO N

June 29, 1972

Standard for Exposure to A sbestos.D ust
GENERAL MA.VACZRS 
PERSONNEL DIRECTORS 
STA FF EXECUTIVES

A standard to r exposure to asbestos dust under the Occupational 
Safety and Health Act o: 1970 becomes effective July 7, 1972.
The m ain subdivisions of the staadaro  consists of: {a) definitions,

. (o) pe rm issib le  exposure to a irbo rne  concentration of asbestos fibers, 
(c) methods of com pliance, (c) personal protective equipment; (e) meth; 
of m easurem ent, (f) m onitoring, (g) caution signs and labels, (h) house­
keeping, (i) recordkeeping, and (j) m edical exam inations.
The standard  specifics that effective July 7, 1972 the S-hour tim e 
weighted average of a irbo rne  concentrations of asbestos fibers to which 
any employe can be exposed shall hot exceed five fibers per cubic 
ccn tim ctpr of a ir .  Effective July 1, 1976 the S-hour tim e-w eighted 
average  will be reduced to two fibers per cubic cen tim eter of a ir .  la 
addition, effective Ju ly  1972 no employe may ba exposed a t any tim e to 
concentrations exceeding 10 fibers per cubic cen tim eter of a ir .
Dach GM location should survey nn»r».iicr.s in dnterm in» if
asbestos or asbestos Products ar*  used. Those locations using 
asbesto s should in s titu te n ra c -m rM  to ia r j i - .- .r .- ; .  the
stand ard . Compliance m ay req u ire  significant m odifications of pas: 
p ra c tic e s . Use of substitu te  m ateria ls  or consolidation of asbestos 
operations m ay be advisab le.
The full text of the standard  will be printed in the 3NA Occnnationr.'. 
Safety and Health R eporter dated June 29. 1972 ops. 31:5303-5304.
E ach plant location receives this publication. Any questions relating 
to the standard should be d irected  to the GM Industrial Hygiene 
D epartm ent, W arren , M ichigan o r to Dr . S. D. Stcir.er, M edical 
D irec to r.

/ /scorge  3 . Morris, Jr.
Vice P residen t


