«.. ~ PHH Homequity 40 Apple Ridge Road Telephone
‘ Danbury, CT 203 796 3400

06810 7300

March 15, 1995

Mr. Laurence J. O’Neill
Director, Public Affairs
Monsanto Chemical

Bldg. G--4th floor

800 North Lindbergh Boulevard
St. Louis, Missouri 63167

Dear Larry,
Here are the newspaper articles I thought would be helpful to you. Please let me know if
you need any further background information. I've also enclosed additional videos and

brochures describing PHH Homequity’s Environmental Action Services.

Looking forward to talking with you soon,

<:£§;§EﬂaﬁUf _

Francie Gémes
Regional Project Manager

enclosures
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Pompton Lakes Journal

Du Pont and Residents Try to Resolve Contamination Issue

By LYN MAUTNER

POMPTON LAKES

CID PROOK, which nins from E. L

du Pont de Nemours & Company's
explosives plant on Cannonbalt

Road through residentiatl areas

down o the lake, carried a bitter message {0
thls community last year when high levels of
1ead and merctiry were found along its banks.

Du Pont made the discovery while moni-
toring ihe area as part of its program to
bring past dispasal practices under current
state regulations. Borough officials had also
urged testing for harardous wastes off the
plant site In conjunction with the closing of
Du Pont's Shoating Pond, long used for un-
derwatar detonation of blasting caps.

More than 500 soll samples were taken
along the brook. Du Pont found that 205
percent of the samples were above the ac.
ceptable fead level for children and that 21.7
percent were above ncceptable mercury lev.
els. The rest, méssured In parts per million,
fell within ¥ederal henlth-risk standards, Du
Pont said.

Although Du Pont and environmental ex-
perts hired by the company emphasized that
these substanced were naot cancer causing,
were not present (n the air or water and could
be harmful only if the contaminated soll was
ingested over many years, they were bom-
barded with questiuns from worried cltizens.
Rescarchers have linked lead and mercury
to neurological disorders Hke tearning dis.
abillties, ancmla, Xidney discase and repro-
ductive problems in adults.

*“The firs1 casualty was not herlth but
peace of mind,” said Ed Merrill, who s on a
12-member cliizens’ advisory commiitee set
up by Du Pont to discuss the sltuatlon.

Planning (o Neptace Soll

He said It was unusuat for such n large
compnny tn invalve the community right
from the atart. "Dnt Pont has been very
conperative”” he snid. “instend of making
extuses, they are working with the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection and the
borough to define, evalunte, then remave the
contamination with plans o replace the pol-
luted solf in 8 massive cleanup effort next
spring.”

Lesnder Woods, the Du Pont plant man.
sger, sald: “We have tried to deal with the
situation tairly, openly, responsibly. We want
(0 show that it doesn't take the worst case of
pollution for Industry to respond, 10 go 10
wotk for the community, that good results
e possible.””

Mr. Woods sald that “for & number of
rears, Du Pont has tested quarterly the wa-
er in Acki Brook ax it leaves our plant” and
hat it had continued to be within Department
f Environmental Protection guidelines. He
i8}d the contaminktion found (n the soll was
w0t a result of & ““continuous outlatl™ from
he plant, like a pipe; but of periodic gather-
nR of 30l by the brook whenever it Mfooded.

Janet Hackbarth. who has lived tn Pomp-

133439

Ry Sobbletinr for The New Yok 1smet

Ed Merrifl, a member of citizens’ advisory committee set up by Du Pont to discuss coticerns about contami-
nated soil near Acid Brook, background, speaking with Paul and Vivian Dow, propetty owners.

ton Lakes for 22 yearsund Is a member of the
sdvisory committee, said: 1f { did not think
Du Pont was dealing, (air snd squnre with us,
I'd Be the first In the lawyer's office. My
attitude Is, *1'm from Missourt.” "

But undercurrents of mistrust and fear
continue to run through the community,
erupting in emotional outbursts and rumbles
ol possible lnwsults against the company.,

The most troubled are3 §s where miich of
the contamination was found — Du Poat
Village, named for its proximity to the plant.
(The company had built these homes for its
workers, but then sold them to members of
the communlity.) Emplaylng thousands dur-
tng the World Wars, the Pompton Laites plant
now has a work {orce of 100, menufaciuring
explosive products for surface mining. the oil
nnd space Industries and the military.

Many residents sild the still unanswered
question for them was whether long exposure
to the so0il coutd be harmful to heslth.

Shirley Koppenal, whose house Is near the
plant, lives In what she describes as a *‘clus-
ter of sicknesses.”

“The main concern up and down the block

Is henlth,” she soid. “In the two houses on
elther side of me, three have had cancer; two
have died. 1 want prool that mercury, kcad
and other subsiances found in my yard do not
cause cancer. In onc spbt they discovered soll
with 20,000 parts of mercury per. million -~
one of the Lighest found. 1 wan{ Du Porxt to
make n door-tn-dnor study along Ackd Brook
tn see Iif kidney problems, ancemis, ete., ron in
thede famities.”

Henry Ramer Is the lawyer for a number
of famiites in the borough considering indl-
vidual fawsuits against Du Poat. “They have
thoroughly - tested the soil and water,” he
said, “but have not gone to the people about
health problems, Residents are lcft in doubt
about this tmportant and emotioaal aspect of
the sttuation.”

Du Pont has retained Dr. Michael Gochfeld
of the department of environmental and com-
mubity medicine at the University of Medi-
cing annd . Dentistry/Robert- Wood: Johnson
Medical Center, who was present at s public
meeung Du Pont held last summer. The

ny offered to pay for doctors’ visits
aboratory tests (at an independent com-

bany) for afl residents who wished them.

Abmxt 10 famitlics took up Du Pont on Its
offer. Initial test results showwd that two
people had mercury levels above normst
Hmity, Mr. Waods said.

1 suggest,” Mr. Woods gaid, ““that a per-
son with posilive findings go to their personal
physician,  who has the most knowledge of
that. individual, to have. these results con-
firmed and, by appropriate. questioning, to
also conflirm the source of these findings. —~
the way the substances were Ingested.,

“We sent all contaminated soll samples out
to toxicologists for evatuation. The findings
did not establish a connection. between the
levels found and a potential health hazard. It
is my understanding that the levels have to
be higher for a population risk assessment to
be warranted !

But Mrs. Koppensal said, [ would like ta
have a doctor not retained by Du Pont cotne
and speak tous, 10 reassure us, together with
8 representative from the State Health De-
partment.””

Brian Hinchman grew up on chnrd
Streef near the plant, Itis mother and sister

]
still live: there. Mr. Hinchman, who s a
member of the cltizens’ advisory commtttes, . ¢
said: ] water-skied in the delta, ate veyeta. - ;. *. (¢
bles from the garden. We have high levels of - *~
lesd and mercury. in yard soll that will be «
replaced, but.! am worried. What sabout dirt. .~
trapped under the foundation? In one or two . -* +
spots, cement in our basement Is wormn dway - J -
and dirt has come through. Du Pomt Is sttlf - .+
burning hazardous  wastes -~ rags, card- - v
boxrd. Seems to me they’re taking the pollu- -
tion from ground into air.” Et

Vivisn Dow’s house on Howard Street also .l
borders Acid Brook. ““Many medical prob- - *.
tems can be caused by a variety of things,” -« I8
she said. “'Because of the contamination {n. '+
our yard, they will have to uproot bushes snd -
trees that have been in the family for years .© »
— bat is that sufficient reason to sue?” - -1l *

Another_concern among. residents s the -
possible Joss in the value of their houses and

property because of the contamination,,

“Du Pont caused this stigma; they uhou‘d
prolect us,”” sald Elleen Watson, who lives on
Colfax Avenue.*'l grew up in this bouse. Am I
now going to lose 4?2
‘What Happens if We Want to Self?* s

Mrs. Koppenal added: **What happens It
we want 10 sell our home In the future? After ..
the cleanup, will the stigma still remain, of * «
will property be restored to Rs full value?

In_reply, Mr.. Woods outlined: & planned . -
valve-protection program for residents at g - »
meeting of the committee last month. The - '~
program, which was drawn up.with the help + " v
of & real-estate consulting company, seeksto o4
answer. the fears: of property owners. Du..
Pont plans to hold a public: meeting orl lho
plan in the near {uture.

In addition, Du Pont is completing plans (o
minimlize - inconvenience ‘to - families. who
must temporarily move during the cleanup, .

Jill Gunderman has lived near the brook
for 18 years: I wonder. about .the level of .. ..
knowiedge of this whole subject,” she said. *'{
am . not_ convinced: that state and’ Federal
standards are based ba hard scientific evi-.
dence. Do they know, for example, details of
how plants and vegetables absorb these sub--
stances? [ don't know. { called the USD.A, .
bue didn’t get an answer. ] think Du Pont is
acting in good (aith, but stil I'm nervous | . .
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By DARAEN La PADULA
STAFFWRITER

POMPTON LAKES — The tax department has
just completed a review of more than 700 tax
apreals filed by local homeowners this year and
officials are blaming a 1987 property revaluation
for the unrest that could issue 2 devastating blow
on the municipal budget.

Pompton Lakes perhaps received the most tax
appeals of any Passaic County municipality,
most of which saw huge increases in the number
of appeals filed in this dark bowel of economic
recession. Officials here blame bad timing, a
revaluation performed when housing values had
peaked right before plummeting into the ted.

“When they did the revaluation severa! years
ago, before I was elected, housing values were
highly inflated,” said Mayor John Sinsimer.
**People have been appealing consistently over
the fast couple of years,’”

Housing values have dropped about 25 percent
since the 1987 revaluation in town and the
Borough Council has auothorized a2 sludy on
conducting another assessment scon so property
values can be brought more intoe line with current
realities. Nonetheless, the number of appeals
filed this year, up about 200 from last year, could
traumatize the municipal budget if the majority
are granted by the county. Borough Tax Assessor
Frank Giovatti said successlul appellants will see
an immediate 1ax relief that may, however, be
cancelled out in the {ong run.

Successful appeals strip funds from the
municipal budget, funds that will have to be
compensuted Tor in additional taxes perhaps if

town services are not cut, The long term savings
for appellant homeowners may in fact be nil,
Giovatti said.

**They may end up paying the same,”" Giovatti
said. *'It's only a temporary form of telief. {
really sympathize with the ordinary taxpayer.™

Tiie assessor could not give an exact amount of
money at stake with the tax appeals but acknowl-
edged that *'it is a lot of money. It could etfect
the overal} tax rate.”””

YWhen news was first released about the huge
nuomber of appeals being filed, residents began 10
wander about possible catalysts. Many fingers
pointed to Cannonball Road, where the DuPont
corporation is digging up whole yards of sail in
more than 100 homes where chemicals have
tainted the earth. Plastic sheets cover the win-
dows and doors of homes evacvated by their
owners until cleanup is completed, shedding a
morose aura on home sweet home.

But Giovatto, Sinsimer and sales representa-
tives with Murphy Realty in Wayne said that
suspicion is unfounded.

*“The appeals are across the board,”” said Ken
Tarlo of Murphy.

Tarlo and Martha Thompson of Murphy Realty
have becn given the responsibility of sclling
about one dozen homes handed overto DuPont to
scll by private homeowners who wanted out when
the remediation first began. Residents affected
by the cleanup were offered a wonderful deat.
They could either temporarily relocate into
another home until their property was cleaned or
DuPont would buy their homes at April, 1990's
fair market values. Other incentives, including

| P.L. blames timing for tax appeals .

frez cash for home restorations and guaranteed
home refinancing at three percent below current
mortgage rates.

Nancy Schulz, project manager for the home
value protection program for DuPont, aperates a
family counseling center on the DuPont site. °
Thus far, 16 families have decided to sell their
homes altogether, while more than 80 others have
faken advantage of the other refinancing and -

" restoration” options. A number of the latter

homeowners live across the stree( or beside
homes directly effected by the restoration who
are- also provided compensation for their in-
canvenience. -

The result of this value protection has beén
significant. Homes managed by Murphy [or sale
are actually being purchased at rates dictated by
the’ current. market: because of upgraded land
quality and a general increase in home improve-
ment and aesthetics in the nesghborhoods.

Indeced, the DuPont: remedialion project has
helped stabilize local home values. :

" **‘DyuPont is committed to restoring the area,”: . !

Schulz said. *‘Maost of the homes are selling
above those in Ringwood and other areas.’
Three **DuPont’’ homes, as they are termed,

_have glready been sold and contracts are pending

on three others. Potential homebuyers also
receive incentives to move. in : three percent
below current morlgage interest rates.

“It's an attractive incenlive to homebuyers,"’
Schulz added. *'And they’ll get clean soil."”

Schulz, an agent of PHH Home Equity, ahome
value protection agency, said this program is the
first in New Jersey. )
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Families

. Courter and his wife spent six

. - weeks living on Hamburg Turnpike,
i r eturn tO ‘ in a home now reserved to one of
T about 110 other familics whose land

will be remediated. And while the
- experience was certainly inconve-
c e an-up nient, Courter said, it was nccessary
and managed well.
When thedﬁrst cigh} Eamilit;s
were relocated, visions of criminals
'are a busting-into their vaqalnt h?mcs zg\ld
wr _ ‘an imminent retum to less favorable
- g %P\QE#IE%P ADULA ‘conditions followed many to bed at
POMPTON LAKES — *‘I'm a night. Often, Courter and neighbors
 pretty happy camper,”* said Gcg:g c swere seen standingz bv there gomcs
*Courter gursday afternoon, look- oF 3 AL_roll‘ltxr:g !':\c area :'.-r;ngutt ¢ day
“ing at his backyard from the side and night to kecp as sye out. .
"deck of his Barbara Drive home .+ Everynocy, In tic beginning,
"It's nice to be back."* ’ wvas a little concc'mcd about secur-
.~ ‘Courter, who returned home with ity. After all, you're packing up and
his wife Ter Nov. ! after a six lcﬁv"ﬁ ¥°;.'"“?:‘fhew ith, agoggg’
weck stay in 2 Hamburg Tumnpike valuables. St 10 Lienes r
" house, casually pointed out pthc ' Q'dbjl Bu{_hwe chén t‘)havc any
. sapling Japanese Red Maples and problems, They (DuPont) were very
“the cherry trees still bound and t.:oop:dratwc. they rcallyE‘tlned tag
awsiting there own home in the new, orkers were facndly. They took
*.soft earth. Tomorrow, he said, the . aod care of us.”" y.
f.,ls:& ;ﬁ‘g‘ziﬁag‘a&‘}fmme would +* Clean soil replaced the tainted soil
» Just weeks before, the windows o wmgat:’ aZiss ;l:gc%ac?ltil:ic:o ; e
and doors to his home were covered ' ;émp doth po ation roved
iwith plastic drapes and the backyard e e math Bnas reebolicd:
o had earth movers and dump trucks gqu even built a eccdar pfcncé
oy crawling around it like Japanese- - around Courter’s property in an
beetles. DuPont was completing the atlempt to restore privacy that was
o gg}c%':af:?:;omv:sﬁ: :gﬁg&aﬁs o ,_{l&;t wll)'scn the tall stgnding trees were
contaminated with mercury and lead © | L R maut down,o L

«Cleanup: crews have begun to -
- .1fove down- the: line, aloag the-
.- *periphgry of Acid Brook, blamed

»for. oniginally delivering the con-
*4yminants’ into: the area when- it
- flooded..: L

- from years of black powder manu- .
. . factiring.”in- the ncarby - plant.

_- Courter. and "about scven of- his
nicighbors were the first tended to, "
and the first to return home. literally
to'a new earth,~ 7y

- DSHW
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[ Bike, auto
collide

WAYNE — Police reported a
collision of a2 Honda mo(onc!cle
. 6PN N
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|1 JANARY 27 1071

4
from Wayne. the azecideot oc-

} curred on Saturday afternoog at
] 3:28.

Police said the motorcycle was

] apparently heading north on Val-
1 ley Road when Bailey attempted
1 to make & left turn onto Valley
] Road at the intersection of Hall
1 Court. Police said there is a stop
] sigu at that location and there is

no indication that Bailey failed to
*come to a full stop.

| Arrest nets
| stolen car

WAYNE — Police arresied

'} two men, including 2 Detroit,

sa

Michigan man, for possession of
a stolen car and drugs on Jan, 19.
Police amested  Alfred A.
Rose, 43, of Ft. Lee and Horten
Po_orlw M, 41, of Detroit, at
Willowbrook Mall. The two men
were allegedly observed, by Det.
James Clarke, conducting thera-
- selves i a suspicious manner in
" the mall parking lot.
* Clarke arrested the two men
- for possession of a stojén 1990

Oldsmobile and for possession
. of marijuana under 50 grams and
possesston of cocaine.

———d -
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SECTION ONE

| DuPont to distribute packet

to soil-impacted homeowners

By LORIRASO

STAFFWRITER

_ POMPTON LAKES — Keeping

its commitment to address the needs

of the community responsibly, Du-

Pont will introduce a value-protec-

tion program for homeowners with

property directly impacted by lead

and mercury conlaminated soil.
The program was drawn up with

. the help of a real estate consulting

company and secks to answer the
fears and questions of affected
_property owners. According to plant
‘manager Lee Woods, it was the
concemn of these homeowners that
prompted the company to research
and initiate the progran.

*After we announced the soil
contamination last spring, we began
(o get feedback that banks in the
local area would not write mort-
gages for people who had con-
taminated soil near:their property.
People (elt trapped and thought they
wouldn’t be able to secure a mort-
gage to sell or re-finance their
tiomes. As a result, we began to
gather information from the home-
owners and have hired a contractor
to draw up a program responsive to
the needs of these property owners,
We alsoneeded a mortgage tenderto
participate in the program and have
commitrments _ from two national
lenders who say they will support

gram and counse
real . estate questions. Beginning
tomorrow, according to - Woods,
packages explaining the program in
detail will be delivered doar-to-door
to homeowners who are eligible.

*‘The program will assist people
with refinancing or selling their
homes. We are treating this as a
people program for homeowners
directly impacted by the cleanup
activities that wifl begin in the spring
of this year and continue until all the
contamination is removed,”” Woods
said.

Lowering boro water rates
is not unanimously hailed

By LINDA BALOWIN
STAFF WRITER

RINGWOOD — Water rates
could be reduced in the near future
by a majority vote of the borough
council, but the vote tointroduce the
ordinance Tuesdzy night was not
unanimous, as two councilmen feel
the action is premature.

Ducing last week's counci! busi-
ness meeting, a 4-2 vote was taken
to introduce the amended ordinance,
designed (o reduce the rates by
approximately 15 percent. Borough
officials say there is a $259,000
surplus in the water account and that

the borough can afford the rate
reduction.

However, Councilmen Emest
Schwesinger and William Busioo
feel that rates could very well go up
again in the future.

Schwesinger said he was opposed
to the proposed reduction.

**We should be doing other things
to improve our water system,’” he
said,  “'soch as in the Hilllop
Clubhouse area. This money could
be better spent.*”

Busino concurred.

*“Many. things arc up in the air

with our watersystem. We're lower-*

ing our water rates now, but we have
to upgrade our system and rmay have
to increase the rates. This is not a
good idea right now,*' he said.

Borough Manager Charles De
Deyn pointed out that there could be
enough money in the surplus to help
pay for the upgrade.

“*We could possibly do both, cut
the rates and fund the upgrade,™ he
said.

- “The ordinance is scheduled to be

advertised on Feb. 3 and the council
will vote on it during its March 26
business meeting. oo

has a big pair of shoes {

am sure she will fill the

Bunting - reccived a .
degree: in~ business m
from Rutger’s Universi
master’s in school busine
tration, also from Rutger

Prior to that, she wasa p
in Middlesex Boro sch
and assistant business ad
from 1984 to 1989.

I am chrilled to be
Buller. Cne of the major
witl 'bc that the Mendh:

Drilled
fire un

By VITODe LARO JR.
STAFFWRITER

LINCOLN PARK — V'
borough fire departmen
to several fires in a coup!
or don't have to battle :
over 2 month, the depan
sharp and ready to roll.

According to Borougl
ficial Bruce Smith. ea
company holds approxi
simulated fire drills 2 )
the borough at various |
Smith also said the depart
one combined drill eact
well.

*‘During the drills wec:
thing from going over 1b
simulating a rescue of ar
in 2 buming building,” *
“*We also go over the pr

_our equipment.”

On Tuesday night
School, both engine con
scheduled to hold a spec
of fire safety. Several ¢

|. np.i'ﬁi'l'r will anoan hriafls thon ol




