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vestorday Loroceived a call from Or. Sid Laur.:., o
Fermer Jonns-Manvil le Research Center Segtion Cnvoef,
who .o currently Director of the Central R&D Departc-
aent ot tne Coating Research Group, inc. of Cloveland,
vhis.  This organization is sponsored oy 25 inuustroiot
paint manefacturers.,

e substance of 8i1d's call was relatsd to the asbesro,
Gsrd ity 8C0arv puplicity since a standard filier use: in
paints 18 flbrous talc. One of the better wnown varietios
wf “ilier 1s known as asbestine which is a Yine tremolitic
talc waterial. Apparently the sponsoring peint manufackurers
are very concorned apout the ‘recent government requlations
on asbestos and Hid was calling to determine if we had any
knowledge on the toxicity of  tremolite., I told him that
I-was not aware of any major ‘medical or animal studics on
thin variety of asbestos but that I was sure tha®t it would
have some fibrotic influence on the'lungs 1f Yarge guantities
were inhaled over a long period of time. lowever, I added
thet with proper environmental control in the manuf facturin;
plants 1 was sure Lt could be handled safely. Lauren stated
the ne would Le checking with Dr. selikoff to determine if
asbestine as a form of tremolite was a hazard and if any
medical information was available.
I call this Lo your attention for tho purpese of Cagacotina
that some positive constructive program woula appear to be
in order relative to our Grantham Tale ~ustoners. adring
. - nils visit dNorm Scheffel and I touched Hu this matter and we
' . both are in agresment that a caréfully considered program bo
‘ instituted to determine those of our %alc customers who
might require essistance and recommnngaulons in handling our
Grantham Tale {ror a dust control standpoint. The Asbestos
Fiber Division and the Celite Divioxon and the Environmental
‘n;xnn»rnnq group could all, provxdv useful thodghts and’
services which could pe used in overcoming future marke! ing
and- sales groolems for ohr Grantham products.
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