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December 1, 195?

Mr. E, W. Webb
Ethy l  Gasol ine Corporation
Chrysler B ui l ding
Ne® York C i ty
Hew York

Dear Mr. ^ebbs-

This i s j u st  a hur r i ed 
note which I  w i l l  not have an opportuni ty  to  si gn 
but I  want to tak e the opportuni ty  to  c al l  your 
at ten t i o n  to  two su i t s which I nvolve the Ethy l  
Gasol ine Corporation r ath er  d i r ec t l y *

The one which ease to  a - 
head a t  the time of  your t r i p  to  Baton Rouge and 
which would have prevented my being there even i f  ^
I  had promised to go, was r eal l y  a su i t  agai nst  the 
Packard M otor Company brought by a man named Banker 
who claimed th at  he had contracted l ead poisoning 
from exposure to  the exhaust gas i n h i s automobi le as 
a^consequence of  a l eak ing heater  of  the ex haust type* 
This case has been pending f o r  some y ears, and I  con­
si dered i t  a v ery  dangerous one o r i g i n al l y  al though i t
had no r eal  m er i t*  For tunatel y  the at to rney s.who
presented the case did a r ath er  bad job i n  preparat i on 
w i th the r esu l t  th at  there was a d i rec ted  v erd i c t  from 
the bench immediately  af t er  the p resentat i on  of  the 
p l a i n t i f f ’ s case.

The other  case i s that of  a 
man named Hubbard i n B ennetav l l l e, South C arol i na, 
agai nst the Standard O i l  Company of  Hew Jersey  f o r  
negl igence i n f a i l i n g  to  warn him of  the dangers of  
E thy l  G asol i ne, exposure to  which i nadv er ten t l y  r esu l ted  
I n damage to h i s ey esi ght* This case i s en t i r el y  w i thout 
m er i t , there being no doubt of  the nature of  the cl ai m ant’ s 
i l l n ess*  The case was t r i ed  about two years ago, at  which 
time the j ury  di sagreed af t er  a r ath er  d i f f i c u l t  time on 
the par t  of  the def ense* I  am going to  B ennetsv i l l a on 
Saturday , December l ^th, and w i l l  probably  be i n B ennetsv l l l e 
f o r  sev eral  days# I  t r u st  we may achieve the same r esu l t  
th i s time and i f  so , the case w i l l  probably  not appear 
again# On the other hand th i s i s an awkward case because 
of  the cl ai m ant’ s unf or tunate condi t i on.

I n c i d en tal l y  w hi le I  am in
South C aro l i na, i t  occurs to  me th at  i t  might he u sef u l ,
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Mr, Webb (con t)

i f  I  have the tim e, to  v i s i t  the Bromine p l an t , I  
have no i dea how cl ose i t  i s to  where I  am going, but 
I  sh al l  probably  have time to go to  i t  i f  i t  i s not 
too f ar  away*

I  am l eav i ng C i nci nnati
toni ght to  v i s i t  the Dow people at  M idland* M ichigan* 
They are making use of  tet r aeth y l  l ead i n an operati on 
which i s pre&ably  not being handled w i th every  possi b l e 
precauti on, I  considered i t  w ise to  look  i n to  the 
m atter  which no doubt can be taken care of  w i thout 
d i f f i c u l t y *

I  am planning to c al l  on
a number of  the ex ecuti v es of  cer tai n  of  the o i l  

»companies to  d i scuss w i th them cer tai n  phases of  the 
problem of  tank  cl eani ng. I n connecti on w i th th i s 
I  sh al l  v i s i t  Hew York i n  the near f u tu re and I  should 
l i k e to make i t  a poi nt to see you w hi le I  am there 
in order to d i scuss sev eral  m atters, I  w ish* th eref o re, 
you would drop me a l i n e at  your convenience and l e t  me 
have some I dea of  when you expect to  be in New York f o r  
sev eral  days st r ai g h t  running, I  can then arrange my 
schedule so as to  meet your convenience. I n any case 
I  w i l l  l e t  you know when I  ex pect to  be th ere.

regards* I  am
With k i ndest personal

Si ncerel y  yours*

RAK• i s Robert '& " •  Keboe*"
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