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5., Conclusions . N .

Due to the small size of the_asbc§ios Tibres present in the ambjent
¢nvironment, e)ectron mjcroscopy Pibys an Smportant role in theiy gqualitative
ond guantitative determination. For the same reason large magnificstions
have Lo be used, which means that only very small semples can he investige~
ted in s reasonable time resulting ip relatively rough estimates (order of

magnitude) of the bshestos concentrstions which have to be determined.

It should be noted that there is a growing écndcncy to rcport investi~
gations in weight concanrations‘ as there ¢xiste a tendency for Jarger fibres
to fall apart into smal) fibrils during the qualitative assessment of the
concentration, Sizes deternined during the qualitative investigation give
an irdication of the fibre size as found in the environment end shouldd be
reported separately. Without this informeiion the cenversion of weight con-
contration (weight of fibres/volume of air) into a rumcrical concentration

{nusbey of fibres/volume of air) andvice-versa is not jostible.

The F.E.C. Vorkehop on metrology in 1976 concluded that:

Ay
). snbient »3y 3s Bnd hes been rmonitored for ashestos in scme of the Menber
Ststes, but only a few of the menjtoring programmes arc gystematic in

neture anéd carry out 8 Qetsiled exaninetion of the natvre of the fibres.

?. In view of the poscible jmportance, {rom the public healih gteidpeint, to
éctermine and identify fibres in ajy which zre sub-uicicscopic in size,

ehalyiicel techniques uvsing the clecctron microsceope are reguired.

The availebility of anelytical facilitics for such nessurewents being
Yimited and cach determinstion heing time consuming and costly, the num-

her of analyses, cven in a comprchensive monitoring progratxe, must he

Jinited.
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116 CONEhST this statement

S0 prevent misvtderstendings it ¢hiraldd be pol
coencerns the anbient covireriaont, For the . ~23oanle concentrations
GLich are tpplicable under Gusupational cenliticns Shore §s an Increasing
tendeoncy te £ellow the methiols yeod by 1M Ficteory Invp.oloreve, reporting
the concentratiens in fibres/em™.
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