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Plastics

Swechshscientists first
identified the pollutant in fish
taken from the Atiantic. Now
in . recent “months, UC re-
searchers "have found it in
birds and fish from San
Francisco Bay.
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brough said yesterday.

PCB has also been found in
bumap milk analyzed at the
University of Colorado.
‘Though it is not an insech

PCB

same chemical Iaxmly as
DDT . chiorinated hydrocar-
bons.

They are not easdy brokea
down in the environment.
They tend to accumulate in
fats and oils in living tissue,
and they can disturb a varie-
ty of chemical processes
withia living celis.

Dr.. Risebrough said Mon-
santo Chemical Company is
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about the dlermsiry of PCB | tion.

PCB is the latest addition
ma growing list of chemi-
cals, generated for the bene-

‘As such, the presence of
PCB in marine life is the
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" — the subject of a
grim and occasionally out-
raged discussion among 200
scientists, here for two days
at the Scripps Institution of
Oceanography.
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of PCB compounds in the
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As a result, Dr. Patterson
said, the amount of lead in
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But sciegtists here regard; ocean has grown to npeariy
such spills as oaly a small | twice that expected from nat-
facet of global marine poflu-_ ural sources.

The heavy metal has been

Dr. Edward Goidberg, a’ ) known as a poison for ages,
prolesnrofdnmxstry at' “but as yet we don't know

observes that rnth'the efiects of lead accumul..-

dead, me chlorinated hydro— tion in ocean food chains.””
carbons, and crude oil, “man ; ! Dr. Patterson said.
has left his imprint in nll One dxsqmehng hint, how-
parts of the world ocean,‘ever, is that marine plaals
which covers two-thirds olland animals ~- hold most of
the earth’s surface to an av-{the lead they ingest. then
erage dnplh of sevenl pass it on to the next link in
mil.es o u the foed chain. - §

ead, used as an an S
knock agent’in gasoline, is’ it ooty
pouring from the world’s au-
tomobiles at a rate of about
one million tons a year, Dr.
Clair Patterson, a_geochem-,
ist at Caltech in Pasadena,;
reporied. (
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