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KAISER GYPSUM COMPANY, INC. DEEDOC JKAS
KATER TENTE® 22300 LAnISIDE LA D b S EXHIBIT 'st

OAYLAND, CALIFQRNIL 94604

March 1, 1972 KG-54

Environmer.tal Protection Agency

Office of Air Progroms

Divisicn of Compliance -
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina 27711

Gentlemen:

As users of asbestos in some of our products, we had our representotive attend
your public hecring in Los Angeles on Februory 15-16, 1972.

We wsere interested to hear that the proposed prohibition of the spraying of any
asbestos-containing product on any portion of a building or structure included
in its brood terms spray cpplications which the EPA was unaware of but did not
necessarily mean to bon. We refer to thcse operations where the asbestos-
containing product is slurried before spraying and odhesives coat and enclose
the asbestos fibers in @ bonding matrix.

We market products which are used as decorative ceiling and wall textures over
gypsum wallboard. They reduce housing construction costs by eliminating certcin
costly finishing steps and through labor-saving spray application.

We also market products which are usedas surfacing compounds to conceal and
protect the heating cables in electric radiant heat ceiling systems installed on
gypsum wallboard. One particular construction design of these systems is roted
for one-hour fire resistance by Underwriters' Laboratories.

All these products are slurried before spraying, are sprayed through small orifices

of diameters of one-half inch or less, and coat and enclose the asbestos fibers in a
cementitious matrix which hardens as it dries. These products contcin @ maximum

of 12% of chrysotile asbestos.

These products are thus similar to the roofing compounds cited in testimony by

Mr. F. H. Zimmemon of the Asbestos Information Asscciation and to the plaster

fireproofing products cited by Mr. B. R. Villicms of W. R. Grace and Company.

They would be expected to show extremely low airborne asbestos fiber emissions

similar to or lower than those reported by Mr. Williams for o product containing
 12% asbestos .
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We have not yet found substitute matericls which yield the product quelity that

ashestos gives o these products. It is uniikely that the fire reting of (he rediont
heat ceiling system could be retained without the use of asbestos in the surfocing
compound.

Should the Environmental Protection Agency, aofter its review of the testimony
given of the heorings, see {it to modify the proposed prohibition on spray opplica-
tion of asbestos-contoining products, we request tha! the modified standcrds mcke
provision for the use of the procucts we haove described. We recommend that the
prcposed standard be rev:sed as follews:

Paragraph 61.22
(e} The spraying of asbestos is limited as follows:

(1) The sproying of any product which contains osbestos on
: any portion of a building or structure is prohibited, with
the following exceptions:

(1.0) Wall and ceiling texturing products and rediont hect
surfacing compounds containing less than 12% chrysotile
_asbestos which are mixed to a slurry with water before
spraying, dre spray-opplied threugh orifices of a moximum
diometer of one-half inch, and coot and enclose the
asbestos fibers in a cementitious matrix which hardens as
it dries, ond are cpplied over a solid substrate such as
gypsum wallboard.
(2) The spreying of eny groduct which contains asbestos in an
area directly open to the atmosphere is prohibited, with
the following exceptions:

(2.0) Well and ceiling rexturing products and radiont heat
surfacing compounas containing less than 12% chrysotile
asbestos which are mixed to a slurry with water before
spraying, ore spray-applied through orifices of @ maximum
diometer of one-hz!f inch, and coat and enclose the
asbestos fibers in o cementitious mairix which hcrdens as
it dries, and are apolied over a solid substrate such cs
gypsum wallboard .
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. E.A. Schaper

Environmentol Protection Agancy
Meaicn 1, 1972
Page 3

Your favorcble consideration of this recommendation is reguested.,

Very truly yours,
KAISER GYPSUM COMPANY, INC.
L

Vice President ~ Operations

EHS/bg

bee: H.C . Dupuis
G .B. Kirk
J.S. Shechan
H. Weightman
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Dear Fkr. Schaper:’

Thank you for your comments ca our "Proposad Mational Emission Standards

For Hazardous Air Pollutants: Asbestos, Beryllium, Mercury."

He will review your cemments and consider them, aleng with all other
comments, prior to promulgating the regulations this summer.

Sincerely yours,

t . : - . . ..o ? ~
H . : ,') [ /‘:"_
' ’ ’ /-{:‘.(’o\/ /%’( €erli=

Don R. Goodwin, Director
Standards Development and
Implementation Division
Stationary Source Pollution
Control Programs



