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a ’ LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION

450 LEXINGTON AVEMUR
[ 4
&s NEW YORX 17, N. ¥,

3 December 1, 1950
i LEAD HYSTTIY. AND SAFTTY
{ BULIITIN B0, 79

9w tecty PEMRT OF ACTITITIVS

To Members of the lead Industries Associations

The following 4is a btrief su=mary cf Fealth rnd Safety Activities of the
Associsticn since Decerbar 1, 1949, the date of the last report, PRmerically,
these activities have again {ncreased, t.is year by about 1ZI over those of
the year rretedirg, 3nd (t should once pore be rctod that the tan natters listed
at the ernd of this report have been of collective Lmpertance calling for suse
tained attention cutweighing all others codirned,

Eleven visits were rade durirg the year to necber companies {n Boston,
Chicago, Cleveland arg Pittaburgh, Othar visits have included foTteen 0 gowe
ermontal offices, six to hospitals and clinics, four to edxaticral {nstitve
ticrs and one to & Don-oeeLer plast, in Raltimcre, Bostnn, Cincinnaty, Cleves
ltnd, Rew Yoﬂ. mhirﬂoﬂ and ma‘-’}d. ho

Tventyweix zeetings have been attendad, These included the armal neetings
{ of the Arerican In“ustrial Myciene Assosistion in Chizamn, the American Institu~
tue cf Lirirg and lrtallurpicil Erginecers and the Azerican lining Congress, both
in New Yerk, the Arcerican Putli: lealth Assaciaticon in St, lonis, the Greater
Hew York Safety Council dn liew York, tre Irdistrial iir-iene Foundation of Amere
{2a {n Pittadurnk, the Lrad Indhactries Acsccintion in Clicaps, the lassechusetts
Yedical Soctety in Boston and tle Katicral Safety Council (imcluding & seszion
with the Azerican Acamxy of P-dlasrics) in C-icap~, as w=ll a3 the Congress on
Irdustrial Health of the Aa~rican No2cal Association in Kew York, Also five
local sactinn meetings of the Azerican Inlustrial LHygsiers Azsociation irn Clevee
land, lew fork ant Tasrireton and a local pretirg of e Ancrican Institute of
biriny and Netalliurgical Eigincers in Hew York, Two goverrmental meetirss, both
held in “Tasrirgton, were a hoaring on pesticidng conducted ty the U, S. Food and
Trug Adniniatration and e three=day Technical Corfarence on Air Pollutien
spensored by the leparteant of the Intericr, Cunittes moatings innluded one
of the Corrmitlos on Toxic Dusts and Fumos of the Anerican Jtandards Association
tn New York and tw of {ts S:hcomittre on Leat in Chicago, one of the Toxie
Materials Comitten of the Natisonal Paint, Varnish and lacquer Asmrciaticn in
Tavhinston, ard coe eacn of tla Aszaclaticns Coz-{ttee of the National lafety
Council and tre Advissry Coemiticas to Crhnsider Treprsed jiiles Pelating to the
Mintirg Trade, toth 4n Kew York, Veetings held in thiy city by the New York
Univeralty Poateratiate ¥e¥ral School and e Miticnil Furd for dedical £2:0sw
: tion myc )80 atlendod, The writer (4 currently <tafrran of the A7,A, JSubccme
; Cs rittes on Lead, served as chalrzan of the lwalrating Cosittes of the [ndustrial
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Ryglens 3action of the A P,H.A, and {3 a member of the Comittee on Aotivities

of the 3ection, represents t.e A,I.H.A, on a Committes on Intersccisty Cooperam
tion which includes twelve associations concerred with {rndustrial health, is @
sarber of the Ixecutive Corzittes of the Metals Section of the National Safety
Council and £41led & speaking sngagement at the Claveland necting of the A.IH.A,
reforred to stove,

Of two hundred and seventy-nine individusl matters requiring widely varyisg

extents of sttention doing the year, thirty-six originated throuch inguiries
fron mecber sources, eighteen frem ;hysicians, fiftcen froa educaticnal Linstitue
tione, fourteen from goverrcental agencies, four from jowrrals and seventy=four
froa other ron-Dexber Sowrces, largely marufecturirg cccrinies, once nore pcinte
ing up the "pudblic rolations? {arcrtamce of the work, Turty-three were subjects
brought forward frea the previous year calling for furthar considerstion and
sixty were {nvestigations initiated sithin tiis division., ’‘americally the most
impertant were problems of childhood plirdisa, air pollution and the taxicity of
lead stabilizers,

Azain tecsuse of jre-mure of other work, orly seven lead Rygiene and Safety

Bulletirs have been fa3uveds Though & sulstantial Lmprovecent over last year's
five this record is less than was anticipated,

An otmerstion of the tea matters alluded to {n the opening peragraph fole

lowms

1,

2

3

b,

The Mar~land *Texic Fir{shes® law Pollowing & series ¢f four further Conm
ferences with govermesntal autlcerities

in Marylard, the carpaign to remsve tnia 17,9 enactaert from the atatuta

books of the State mas brousht to a succassiul corclizion men Covernor Hill

#igred the repealer on Nuch 25, 1950, Anticipitica cf the Jebtns Hopkirs

study listed as No, § below was an important factor {n this legislstive acte

ion,

Other Adverse lepislation Prospects of promnlgstion of Flead ladeling laws®

in liew York and !asszach.netts ‘iave Caused Cone
cerr. and have been the sublects of ¢onfarancrs with autlcrities tn doth
statan, ey continue to be watchad, Throgh the cooperstinn ol the Larme
facturing Che=ists Association ard the U, 5, Pubtlic licalth Service, arrarge-
Berts Are under way to secure refcris oa both state and nati{on*l legislation
of corcarn to us {n the futwre,

Baw Yark State Painting Repulations Althourh werd of final action (s yet to
te reacnived, tha onerus and {n rectis

cal features of the rloee of the lew York 3%ate L\hor Dejartremt relative

to health protection in apray paintirg have taen revised by a committes in

wose daliterations we hrve rarticij;ated and ass rance ras been given that

these revisicrs will be officially s:ceptod,

Iyre IV Pat-t It wea reported last yoar that, dosapite tha lorg uae of red

lead roints for tnterior coating of water storege ta~ks throughe

out the United 3tates and trhe lack of any svicencs of harm frea this praotice,
an opinton given by a goverrment sclentist had placed the contimued specifie
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eation by the U, 8, Buresu of 3tandards of the present form of such peint,
known 88 Type IV, in sericus jSeopardy, This catter has been the sul ject

of twenty additicnal ccnferences in Mashirgten, New York, Noston, Cincinnaty
and 8t, louis and a series of taosts of waters cxposed to this and other red
lead paints 48 teing condcted by Dr, H. B, Llkira of Ysssachusetts at the
Association's behest, Results thus far are o favorable that we have {indle
cation froa two goverrsental sources that the Ar=y's objection to the use
of the Type IV paint for potable water supplies will in all prebadbility be
withdram,

Reports of (hilchood Plimbian Paltimore contirumes to be ths main source of
8llaged chil@wod lead poisordngs, with 29
cases and 9 deaths resorted to date in the current year, It is anticipated
that the study discussed {n the follcwirg paragraph will clarify beth the
antecedents and actual extent cf this local protlem, In the sane period
Dr, B. K. Byers of the Clildren's Hozpital, Baston, whare our Associstion
{9 partially financing the dingrostic work, has reported only five pcsitive
cases and has negated the diagnesis of plimbtisa {n a number of suspected
cases, It 18 to be heped that this very valuadble work may have continued
surprt. A repert of an increase in the mxmber of cases at the Children's
Borpital {n Ciicirnaty has ret to te confimad, MNeww azccunts of scattared
cases continte to [low in froe various parts of the country, sccetires at
the rate of fifty clippirys 8 menth, " hether justified or not, thete ode
viously constitute most adverse putlicity and warrart every effort to find
effoctive prevontive reans,

Preposed Gtudy gt Johns flarkins AS 8 met ©d of securing a sonnd evaluation
of the Baltimore pretlen relerred to atove,
our ,esociatisn ¢ffered early this ~ear ‘o surport an fnvestigation ty the
Drrartnenes of Pysislesical Hrglene and Vatarnal and Crild Health of the
Johns hopcins Urdversity of all cases of childhood pluntisz reported by the
Raltimcre City Health Departrent, Desnite continued efforts to ret Yo stuly
under way, incliding & surics of fourteen conferences, unanticipated condle
tions at the University rencered this irpossitle, In the light of verr: ree
cent werd from the head of the Universityls Dopartment of Pedistrics, it is
now anticipated, however, that an esrly start may be made {f adequate sup=
port is assured,

Parartal TAucation The crly serairgly fearidble means of coning with the
cril&nod plirbisa protlem 18 that of jerental education,
Ad=ittedly ASficudt at best, overy applicatle medi'm should be explored,

Two leaflets published by the Xational Safety Council are the only ones
having suitahle refarernce to this subjoct thms far sean, but the booklet
tentatively promived by the Metropoiltan Life Irawrance Cozpary & yeor ago

19 in the naxirg and elforts are under way to tring about adsquate handling
of the subjoct 1n s!=xilar prblicetions of the Prudential Insurance Coapmy
snd the Childran's Mecical Center in Boston, (e thene are avsilsdle, the
widast possible distridbution should be secured,

Eotian Pleture Pre-caal Ffforts W fur'her the projnsal to sponeor the proe
dxction of & sound mation pictre, 1o Ve shown O

medical students and before nuetings of nedical societies for the |nrpose

of i1ntxing sound thinkinrg and correoting the mary rmiscenceptions prevalent

= —_ Bam s e e e i e . i)



bamgaaa ana. B b

P TRIRNU SE 3 < s i i, i A7 e e i i &+l s e

9

%m.

in the medical profession on the subject of lead poisordng, have contimied,
With & view to sconomy in production costs, three additional producers have
been approsched, tut the prospect of any sutstantial savirg without loss of
quality and consequent sifectiveness seons rencte, Jiurther conferences have
been held with representatives of the imerican Medical Association, which &s
essger to cooperate in sponsorship, jrorotisn and distribution of the fils,
Mr, Flatchar!s strong support of trhe project 4t our annusl coeting will be
recallnd, Both from the viewpoint of the financial essvirge inhorent in the
prevantion of miadiagrosis of plumbism and that of enhancing the prestige
of our association, the value of such a pictize 13 so great as to seen the
nost {zportant aingle step that could be taken in the ronstion of lead

hygioense,

1rad Folsoring intidots The renswed scint support ty our Asscciaticn and
the Research Corporation of the effort of

Dr, Alsoph H, Corwin of the Johns Eopkirs University to devolop an effecs
tive and stabls chemical comnound for the treatnert of losd poisoning will
tercinate with tho clcse of the current year, He plars, however, to cone=
time the work with otler suppert and his further pregress will be watched
with the hope of nhis ulti=ate success, Judsing frea a reprrt submitted
under date of Cclober 1h, 1970, the sccosplistowmnt thus far has been {n an
ie;roverent in tha nexirg of dithiscne, a chozical useful in laboratory
lead deterxinations, rather than {n evolution of the sougcht-after antidote,

Toxicity of lead Stadilizers At the bchest of one of ocur sorbers, the proe
pcssl that s study be made of the taxicity of
load stabilizers used in e ram:facture of vinyl plastics has been dise
cussed with tmo leading laberateries ceemetont (n wrk of this rature, Such
8 study wuld £all Lo tro cater:riecsy, the Ceterzination of texicity by
ingestion and that of effocts on the skin, incldirg both primary frrite-
tion and sensitization, The former wo.ld be by means of anizal feeding or
extraction tests ard the latter bty patch testing on human subjects, 1n view
of the sectirgly far grestor ix;crtance of the question of effects on the
skin, 1% 43 recoernnded that any such study be initially confined to that

aspeot of the prodlem,

A add N \Ovtw(?a\

Uanfred Bowi tch
Director of Health and Safety
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