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" fara to shut down this plast. fnud yet, the Stats's laboratary sngaged In
“T kave instructsd the Ds- 4 The afflctlon ls transmis- |study of ccsupationnl dissase has-
partmant of Health and the De aible 2o families by contact with | ards, visited the plant three dzys
partment of Labor and Induse solled elotbing. latar.
. Wy to use Immediately every & It resuits aven {hough the *Hs ¢blained 4 promise from the
— msdical resource of the Com- employe is not engaged directly | plest officials that at a latar dats
mnmalzh.':r :.'.1 the u.t‘!‘aa. it | iathe work. ° we could [avestigate the condifione
. necessary, analyzs and core cobeernt diseuss, .
' rect thls condition. Plesse tale- Charges Made. shore -:hmmmam.. ',;l

graph ‘your dacisivn as qulick-
ly sa possible.”
Office Workers HIL

The chamicals named by the Gov-
sroor are contalned o & wax cou
pound used to fopreguate oms of
various types of Iamisted wire

& The troubls appesrsd on
the avarage of approximataly
4T months after employment
iz the group examined

T. At least .one employe of
the plant died from yshlow
atrophy of .the Mlver. Dr.

msads & persomal inspection of the
plant and obesrvad the variows ep-
arations there alse, noting sanitary
facilitles, ste. °

FPormissdon Given.

MncADY HITS 100

Earle Rallies State Agen-

manufactured Schwartr, of the U. 8. Depart- ine .

i ight Outbreak n“’m g'“;:'!?:ﬂm':& ;::l:slv.ump' “'t' ’M lgnm“:1:to::ﬁlm

Cles tﬂYFli F l:o T m““‘h‘:n"m“- circulating mt fna‘:y.c::t'l:ltm :l:: to contact their borme officials znd
. L

at Yor actory. Xors I the 1 ““l""'mu., -upMZ::,‘" c!ehlm-luu finally on November 23 wa wera

giver definite pcnnlul_a to make
Surther studies with particular refe
arenes to the physical condition of
the workmen.

*The compound hus been ussd
{a the manufacture of wite in thls
plaat for = number of years in
small quantities. XYn the last twe
years it hes bsan used fn greater
quastitiss by reason of the fact
that they sre impregnating more
wire. Sines its greater use in the
szt two years, the dermatitls bas
braken out among tbe axployes.”

Fallon, who died January 10, was
employed st tha York qut in
March, 1834, iz widow told probers
about three months aftsr his em-

have besn affected.

The vapars settle on elothing.|.
cool snd haxden. Famlilies of work-
ory to w0 unknows number are be-
lisvsd to have acguired the skin all-
ment, which is trazsmissible by
contact.

3. The msnufsctured wire is
w4 to various (ndividuale,
municipalities and the United
Btates Qovernmant. It is fsared
that eoutact withk the muawe
factured articls may praduce
thy dermatitis found in thls

By JESIE LAVENTHOL
Racord's Harrisburg Burecu
HARRISBURG, Jaz, 2L--Afflle.
tion of more thanm 100 smployes
with a mysterions skin disease, be-
Leved caused by chemicals used in
the General Electrie plagt
today prompled Governor 1
ask oficixls ‘of the ‘compaty to
close the plant. .
A fsw hours later B. 8 Ober
melr, the manager, informed tbe
‘Governor's sscretary, Rebert Lo
Myers, by tslephone of his compli-
ance with the request. Ne sald

Child Afflioted.

Ons instancs which has
coms to the sttention of De. Ful-
ton In the courss of the invests-
gation, still under way, is that
of Zysar-old Jaseph Differen-
dorter, Jv, 808 of & former worker
et the plant. Both the boyr
parents and tbefr llmenth-old
daughtsr aiso show symptoms of
the Infection.

plant.

% The Ganaral Rlsctrie plant
alresdy bas adopted the sug-
geationy of this. department by
installing = new exhaust ay»-
tam for the ecollection of the
fumes st thelr sourca which
would stop  disssmisation
throughout the  weorkroom,
They alse bave segregatsd the
manufacture of wire impreg-

operstions wers suspended tempo-

rarily Friday to make changes sug-

gostad by Stats investigators sod

_ the plant will raraaln closed until

“leg complets thelr inquiry

Zer with company offiglals.
Bashore Reports.

The Governor scted sftsr Secre-
tary of Labor aod Industry
Bashore reported that investigation
showed tha deatk of-ons smploys 11
days ago msy have rasulted Irom
the polsoning.

‘Within the past aix months three
workers at the plant have disd, but
no post-mortem examinations were
maade 1o the two earlier deaths and
there is no indication whetber the
skin meisdy was a cause.

Governor Exrle’s appeal to the
mansgemant was mads by talugram
after a conference with Bashora,
Raymond J. Nlcsiss, chisf of the
Bursau of Industria) Standurds, and

Dr. Willlam B. Fulton. in charge
of ths industrial hygiene labora-

tory.
Earle's Tealegram.
It follows:
"Ralph M. Bashare, Secretary
of Labor and Industry, informs
me that 102 of 12¢ wmployes
sxamined is your York plant
ars suffering iz varying degress
from & skia condition rasulte

from the use of chlore-
ny) snd chlorinated naph-
wepe in your manufscturing

/Oclll.

“Ots man died January 10
from yellow atrophy of the
liver, suspsctad ta bave resultsd
from the same chemicals. Untll

The Dapartment of Labor and'
.Jodustry had no authority to go
into the plant and exsmine the
smployss® physical condition. They
were &ble to do =0 only aftsr ob
tajping permission of the Genaral
Electria Company aftsr a delay of
more than & month following tha
request, Bashore said.

Governor Earle pointed out he
has no authority to force ths clos-
lug of the plant.

“ Law Need Biressed.

Bauhore's rsport to the Gowv
srnor stresssd ths current ecase,
somawhat similar (o tha plight of
silicosis victima of the "Death Tun-
nsl” st Gauley, W. Va., as svidence
of the need for strengthening Penne

isylvanla’s compansation laws to
apply to industrial diseases.

The man whose death s belleved
attributable to chemical polsoning
was John J. Fallon, 22, a farmer
Philadelphlan. The suspicion that
his death was from Yyellow strophy
of the liver seamingly is supported
by & report to the American Pub-
He Health Azsociation at Milwaukes
on October & It was made by
Dr. Louis Schwarts, of ths U, B
Publle Health Sarvies.

Dr. Schwarts sald: .

“Casss of death dug to Yellow
atrophy of the liver have bsen re-
ported among workdérs expoesed to

the fumes of chloro-naphthalenes”
Conclusions Drawa.

These conclusions were reporied
to Governor Earle:

L The material used at the
plant here iz a compound which
eontains ehlorinuted-naphtha-
lena and chloro-diphenyl.

2. Any contact with these two
substances will produce ap acne-
like razh,

3 That out of 126 amployss in
the Genersl Electth plant at
York examined, 102 are definite-
Jy affected with thiz skin trou-

. and otkary, should immediately

ble Thers are 180 employes.
The others have not hesn exam.

Dated with the suspectad
produet from the manufasture
of othsr wire by partitioning
& separste room in which this
‘wire alone iz made,

Fipsiclan Batained.

10. The company at iy ewn
suggestion has incressed seni-
tary faclities wheredy addi-
tional showsr baths have been
installed und the ‘workers srs
compelled under supervision to
take a bath befors leaving ths
plant and to change elothing.
The company alss purchased
naw Jockers and gava the work-
=en overalls which are laun-
dered by the company twics s
vzk'.‘ The compuny bas em-
Pl a planat physiclan.

11, The department s con-
tiqulag ite Intensive studies of
this problam with a hope of its
solution.

12. It is evident that addl-
tional authority by mesns of
legislation abould be givem the
department for the Investiga-
tlon and ths eorrection aof in-
Quatrial hazarda suck azs thhs.

13 It Is evident by the oc-
Gupational disesses resulting
to the workers im this plant
that = warkmen's compaoss-
tlon act spplicable to eccupa-
tlonal dlseases, such ax this

e euactsd Iz Psansylvanis

Informed by Latisr,

The case came to the attantlon of
the Commonwealth Oectober 13
through a lettar signed by & “Mrs
Green,” of York, who subsequently
could zct be identified or Jocsted.

The lettar ssid:

*Dear Sits:

The Genersl Xlectric Company
in York, Pa, are Using & compound
whick Is injuring the hsalth and
skin ol tha employss. You were
informed sbout this before. Xind-
ly do about #®.°

loyment hs noticed the dermatitis,
!h,b:&n to feel i In July. s
was it

ths week of January

“was in doubt
dingnosls,
the seco!
s similar copdition to the third
mi

surgeon genersl, in a telephone con-
versation with Secretary Bashore
toaight seaid he will bave repre-
sentatives of the U. S. Public Health
Sarvics in Harrisburg tomorrow to
confar with Pennsyivania authori-
ten.

of the Bureau of Health Conserva-
tion, has besn assign
York tomorrow.
familiss of victims, check up on the
sumbar of wives and childran who
bave basn Infected and lastruct
them in sanitation msasures.

& process similar to that employed

at’tha York plant iz used by the

n ge
also p:n

et

scted. Dr.
:cur. Secretary of Health, 13 com.
municating with Connectieut health
officlals to learn metheds auccea-l

ted to the T:.rk Bospital

In Doubt mt Fint

“The uttendlng physiclan in the

o >~ rd\?l Dr, Fulton,
sboyt bix Anal
but stated he falt that

ud man may have died of

(1.8
Dr. Hugh 8, Cummliags, U. S.

Dr. J. Moors Camphbell, Director

ed to go to
Hse will Interview

Officisls will check a report that

¢ at another plant
Conin., where work-
sald to have been
Edith MacBride-Dex-

ful there.

23 Joy St., Bosten

Dr. Fulton, whe s in charge of

Thilad el khia Tecors
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