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" Davis, Grroear, Luvike S Scowanrz

Hon, John Stender -7~ )  duly 19, 1973
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atandards were never intended to cover the manufacturing of
paints or coatings-when commercial or induastrial tele is uned
as on ingrodient.” THALG GeS MENUC CVER CLOLFGT BY «iC LiIvircis
monLsarl rrouvtciion Administiation in 4¢s letter of June 20,
1973 {o Mr: Allen Earvey of R. T. Vanderbilt Compony, Inc.
ettached horeto es Ezhinit 10}, whoreln it vas stated thet
- PR'x'# the asvestos stendards 6o not spply 1o eny manufocturins
precesges thet use emusrednal or Indusfriel TEIC 65 D annfo~
diEnG v v 0 (CRpIngid CCGEd ).  OLid ACIDiFPrevioll Coasee
. quently piens to amend Li3 regulaibieng to melie this cleer.
Pronm the forepsing, we belleve it obvious that the grenting
of ihe proposed modification will not have edverse environ-

mental impact. -

~ .

Conclurion.

: « For ell of the foregoeing reasons, we subnit that
the inclusion of ron-esbestiforn troerolite in the oshestos
stunderd is en error, which error should be correcied.
Ansoriingly, te rogucst-that Tobla §-3 and tha cabssics
stuwpiurd be pmended es Yo nave proyosed in Appoendix 1.

Neither the sefety nor the heslilh of the Amaricen worker

1411 be advercely affected by such amenduens, which puendment
will effectively. preserve the Jobs and livelihogds- of thousends.
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) . Very truly you'_r,:s‘, 7 S '
” ¢ - »

PBGibney, Ir./tvt - /

Enclosures: : .

Petition - 5 additional coples

Appendix 1 - 6 copies L

Appengdix 2 - G coples

Photoniceragraphic Study - 3 copies

Appendix 3. - G copies .

hppendiz & - § copies : .

'hotons of slides cccoxpanying :
Apperdix B - 2 copics . :

Appenids 5 - G eopdcs .
Appeniliv 6 -~ 6 coples
Annendiy 7 ~ G coples
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12 - Letter fram Vanderbilt Dir. Research & Development to Asst. Dir. Healts: & Safety, P

U.S. Burean of Mines, dated March 23, 1972 (Pages 1967-1968)

MLe Darvey H. . VANDERBILT COMPANTY, INC,
33 WINFIZLO STREXT
EART HORWALK,CONNECTICUT Ja08S

CANLE 0GR
#ILTval ntw rasm

March 23, 1972

Mr. 5. H. Jarrett

Agsistant Director Health and Safety
U, S. Bureau of Hines

4015 Wilson Boulewaxd

AXlington, Virginia

pear Mr, Jarrett: .

JMr. McCarthy. 4nd I appreclated the time you and your staff gave
ualast Tuesday in Washington. This letter will briefly review
our conversation outlining our problems concerning tremolite in
our tale products. -

Recent regulaticons and proposed legislation and reguiations coa-
cerning precautions and standards for handling of asbestos have
included tremolite as an “asbestos”™ mineral and have subjected
tiremolite to the same restrictions as those in force and pro~

: gcsed for asbestos. Furbher, in the wproposed OSHA asbestos regu-
ations, the total amount.of ashestos (and therefore tremolite)
in a product is limited to 5% beyond which precautionary labeling
would be mandatoxy.

We are not in accord with defining tremolita as an asbestos
mineral. And, vWe) have preliminary ascientific data to prove our
point. Basically asbastos 1s defined by the industry -~ and
indeasd by most authorities ~- as 3 hydrated magresium alumimm
ailicates with a threadlike form, of high tensile strength,
capable of baing weven. W, know from our investigations utilizing
modern scientific techniqUeas sych as the electron microscope
that tha tremolite we find ir{our ores consists of a mixture of
nodules, rods, plates and nee » The tremolite evan in the
naedle form is not soft, threadlike, of high tensile strength
but rather is bhrittle, fragile, and of low tensile strength.

We do concede that under low magnifications tha needles
ocecasionally appear to'be fibrous but in magnificatiens of from
1200 to 7000, the apparently fiberlike tremolite is seen to bu
actually crystallina.

Wa are nof aware of any medical evidence which indicates that
<remolite per S has caused asbestosls or cancer.
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- . § T VANDERSILT COMPANY, INC.

-

Hy. 5. M. Jarrett -2~ March 23, 1972

At tha meeting of the Advisory Committee to OSHA on the gquestion

wf ashestos, we know that one member of that committee challenged
the inclusion-0f tremolite as an asbestiform mineral. We concur
with this challenge, We feel that the classification of tremolits
as a form of asbestos ius TIMply a holdaver of mineralogical infor-
wation and definition based on methodolegy which is now out of

date and which has been replaced by new methods such as the electron
mieroscopa.

P

Weysubmit that the hasty inclusion of tremolite as an asbestiform
Mdgc:al into tha asbestos regulations is without foundation and

can and will ﬂm&mt\l;zggs_iﬂﬁum businessss.of any other
producer of talcs con ing tremolite,

In view of the above and in order to scientifically determine the

true nature of tremolite and other so~called “asbestiform" minerals,
we yequest the Bureauw to initiate scientifio studies to clarify and
cetermine precisely the mineralogical differences in thess minerals,

w4 feel that such a study will be of benefit to the talc and

abestos industries and would provide a number of Covernment

agencies, aside from the Bureau of Mines, with definitive scien-
tific data on which to base decisions affecting thousands of workers®
jobs and tens of millions of dollars of the American economy.

LR -
Our Company (and almost certainly other talce producers) will co~
operate in every way possible with the Bureau on such a study.

If favorable consideration iy given to this reguest, we will be
glad to elaborats on this letter at another meeting with you at
your convenience.
Sincerely yours,

R. T. VANDERBILT COMPANY, INC.

R. C. Bacon, Director
Research & Development Division

RCB:mjh
€e: Dr. Aurel Goodwin

Mr. Peter McCarthy, International Talec Company
Mr. H. B. Vanderbilt s
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= 13- Letter from Attosney for Vanderbilt and Subsidiaries to Hearing Clerk, Dept. Health
-y Education. & Welfare, doted Octoher 5, 1972 (Pages 1969-1971)
- t&%:g't:rm-““ Davis, Gireerr, LEVINE & ScowarTz

Pz K Scuwasts 200 Purrm - TxUE Kev Yore, M. Y sooas Bowaxo P proy

Parmrcis Havay
Teypoans A, Keorias

Pesitr S Acise ’ . Cars Aroagyy
Patrs, B Gizezyr. dm ~ |3 “Puvaxoyy
foma L Giwsxwr

Lyomann ga;m 3 . L Te——
Zounwaw P Farcomar

Mawriw A Rexsivz Aka Cone 1
Lrnatsh B SCRvaATZ ” PEeORGs
Mitxe Bagg

Atax D. Kmoos.

Aty b October 5, 1972

® b qor marvin s § & L Bawy G

Hearing Clerk
Department of Health, Education and Melrarex,lsigcgwnt-a
Room £&-88 " 2g7 ¢
"5600 Fishers Lane

Rockeville, Haryland 20852

Dear Sim

¥We ere attorneys for R. T, Vanderbilt Company, Inc. and its
aubasidiaries, Gouverneur Talc Company, Inc. and ¥Western Tale
. Company, Inc., with officea et 230 Park Avenue, New Youvk, N. Y.,
and for International Talc Ce., Ine., 8 corporation with offfices
at 420 Lexington Avenue, New York, H. Y. Vanderbilt and
Internatlienal are unrelated to one ancther.” Each of the afore-
sald companies 13 a miner and producer of talc.

Reference is made to the "Proposal Hegaéding Hegulatlon of
Prior-Sanctioned Food Ingredients™ {21 CFR Part 121}, published
in the Pederal Register of August 12, 1972 (37 P.R. 16407).

Our clients have noted with great interest the proposal to ban
talc "gontaining asbestos-~form particles" from food packaglng.

We note from the September 22, 1972 letter of the Director of the
Office of Product Technology to Mr. P, P, McCarthy that the afore-
g8aid proposal 1s directed against fibrous forms which distinguish
asbeatos from tale.

Tale produced in the United States generally contalins tremolite,
and this mineral has too often been claszifled wlth asbestos,
which is truly a fibrous material. Our clients wish to establlab,
not anly for the benefit of the Paod and Drug Administration, but
also for the benelit of other federsl agencles asserting jurisdic-
tion en the general question of asbestos, that the tremolite
contained in talc seldom oecurs in 2 fibrous foram. A=suming the
esteblishmuent of this faet to your satisfaction, nen-fibrous
tremolitic taics should therefore be without ine field of your
concern,

Purthermore, it seexms that there exisvs o great deal of confusif?a

over the mineraaesicai netures of true zsbeatos and other mipstass
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