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O ctober 17, 1?55
l-mmizs OF THE ASBESTOS TEXTILE INSTITUTE

AIR HIGIEiiE CCMHITTZE MEETING 

Septem ber 7» 195$

_ ........  . ______ ____
ZN ATTENDANCE HERE: D„ R„ Koines

J„ Vi. Weber 
R, C. Smith 
H, iu  Jackson

The A ir  Hygiene Committee was m ost p le a se d  to  have as i t s  g u e s ts  r e p re s e n ta tiv e s  
o f  th e  Quebec ¡lin in g  A ss o c ia tio n  -  D r. P au l 0a r t i e r ,  H r. xvan Sabourin  end H r, 
M aurice La Chance«,

M r. S ab o u rin , g e n e ra l c o u n se l T or th e  Q«A«-u»A. t o l d  o f th e  h i s to r y  end function, 
o f  t h a t  a s s o c ia t io n .  The Quebec A sbestos M ining A sso c ia tio n  has  been o p e ra tin g  
f o r  a tp ra x irn a te ly  20 y e a r s ,  and i t s  membership re p re s e n ts  app rox im ate ly  65£of th e  
wo r i d  su p p ly  o f  a sb e s to s  f i b r e .  As an in d u s try  a s s o c ia t io n ,  i t  fu n c tio n s  q u ite  
s im i l a r l y  to  th e  A sbesto s T e x t i le  I n s t i t u t e ,  C o n sid e rab le  a t t e n t io n  i s  g iven  th e  
h e a l th  problem s o f  th e  in d u s t r y e- There are  tiro m ed ica l c l i n i c s ;  one a t  A sbestos, 
th e  o th e r  a t  T h e tfo rd , b o th  f u l l y  s t a f f e d  and w ith  com plete h o s p i ta l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
?re-em ploym ent and p e r io d ic  h e a l th  exam inations a re  p rov ided  f o r  a l l  w o rk ers . 
S a f e ty  e n g in e e r in g  s e rv ic e s  have been p ro v id ed  by th e  A sso c ia tio n  to  i t s  members 
f o r  a number o f  y e a r s ,  '¡¡ore r e c e n t ly ,  an in d u s t r i a l  hyg iene en g in ee r has been 
added  to  i t s  s t a f f .  As a r e s u l t  o f th e  in d u s try  em phasis on h e a l th ,  s a f e ty  and 
d u s t  c o n tro l  f o r  th e  p a s t  te n  y e a rs , th e re  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  no new cases o f a sb e s -  
t o s i s  o th e r  th a n  th o se  w ith  tw en ty  o r  more y e a rs  ex posu re , ¡¡r . S abou rin  s ta t e d  
t h a t  th e  p re s e n t  m ajo r h e a l th  problem s o f th e  in d u s try  p e r ta in e d  to  th e  r e l a t io n ­
s h ip  o f h e a r t - d i f f i c u l t i e s  and can c e r to  a s b e s to s  ex p o su re .

B r . P a u l C a r t i e r  to ld  o f  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  T he tfo rd  C l in ic .  E s ta b lish e d  in  
19U$, th e  C lin ic  p ro v id es  h e a l th  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  T h e tfo rd  p e o p le , Pre-em ploym ent. 
and p e r io d ic  an n u a l exam inations in c lu d e  an X -ray  and e le c tro c a rd ia g ra ia , as w e ll 
a s  -the o th e r  ’usual- exam ination  f e a t u r e s .

Commenting on th e  o ccu rren ce  o f  a s b e s to s is ,  D r. C a r t ie r  in d ic a te d  th a t  a f t e r  te n  
y e a r s  exp o su re , abou t 5C£ would have some h i s to l o g ic a l  ev idence o f a s b e s to s is  
(m inim al t i s s u e  changes n o t s u f f i c i e n t  to  be observed on th e  X -ra y ) , 10$2 would 
have seme r a d io lo g ic a l  ev id en ce  and 2% m ight have some cl i n i c a l  ev idence o f 
d i s a b i l i t y  from  a s b e s to s i s , '

I n  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  pulm onary cancer e x p e rien ce  in  th e  in d u s try ,  D r. C a r t ie r  s ta te d  
t h a t  i n  th e  te n  y e a rs  o f  th e  c l i n i c 's  o p e ra t io n , th e re  have been  f i f t e e n  ca se s  o f 
c a n c e r  o b se rv ed . Nine o f  th e s e  on au to p sy  showed sene h i s to l o g ic a l  evidence of 
a s b e s to s i s .  In  s ix ,  how ever, th e re  was no ev idence  o f  a s b e s to s is ,  ThiB e x p e ri­
ence would in d i c a te  a v e ry  much low er a t ta c k  r a t e  th an  t h a t  r e p o r te d  from  th e  
B r i t i s h  e x p e rie n c e  o f  13£.
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Autopsy s tu d y  i s  made o f  ev ery  o ccu p a tio n a l d is e a s e  claim  c a se , and as many o th e r  
as p o s s ib le .  D r. C a r t ie r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  vías o f u tm ost im portance n o t only in  
d e term in ing  th e  e x te n t o f l i a b i l i t y ,  b u t  a lso  in  in c re a s in g  th e  knowledge o f  the 
d is e a se  p ro c e s s .  The c l i n i c  has  n o t done any work vrith  in te r m i t te n t ,  p o s it iv e  
p re s su re  b re a th in g , a lth o u g h  sene use o f  c o r t is o n e  i s  be in g  made. The experience 
to  d a te ,  however, has been i n s u f f i c i e n t  to  j u s t i f y  any c o n c lu s io n s .

rr Minutes of Air Hygiene Committee

■ D r. C a r t ie r  ex p ressed  th e  o p in io n  t h a t  c o n s id e ra b le  re s e a rc h  m ust be ccne in  the 
f i e ld s  o f cancer and h e a r t  to  d e f in e  more c l e a r ly  th e  r o l e ,  i f  any, p layed by  in ­
h a la t io n  o f a s b e s to s .

H r, M aurice La Chance to ld  o f th e  ex p erien ce  i n  d u s t c o n tro l i n  th e  mines and m ills  
o f th e  A sso c ia tio n  members. Annual d u s t su rveys a re  made a t  e leven  mines and re­
p o r ts  subm itted  to  eac h . The s ta n d a rd  D. S . Bureau o f ¡lines techn ique i s  used fo r  
su rvey ing  vath. th e  m idget im p in g ar. F o r f i b r e  e v a lu a tio n , th e  d e f in i t io n  o f the  
le n g th  b e in g  th re e  tim es th e  w idth  i s  a p p l ie d , id '. La Chance s ta te d  th a t  s in e s  
th e  program was in a u g u ra te d  in  15*1:6, th e  average d u s t c o n ce n tra tio n s  have been 
reduced 5C2. In  g e n e ra l ,  th e  f i b r e  c o n te n t o f th e  t o t a l  d u s t count ranged from 
12 to  122. In  h i s  o p in io n , th e  most e f f e c t iv e  d u s t c o l le c to r  system to  date i s  
th e  bag ty p e  w heelafcrator u n i t ,

John Ueber re p o r te d  an th e  bag dumping u n i t  now in  o p e ra tio n  in  h is  p la n t .  Photo­
graphs were shovoi and John in d ic a te d  t h a t  f u l l  d e ta i l s  may be ob ta ined  from th e  
V.'ilkra Company, 71 Denton Avenue, Hew Hyde Far!:, Long Is la n d , il .  Y. Although 
d u s t counts have n o t  y e t  b een  ta k en , v is u a l  o b se rv a tio n  in d ic a te s  com plete con­
t r o l  o f  t h i s  u s u a l ly  d u s ty  o p e ra t io n .  The u n i t  has n o t been i n  o p e ra tio n  su f­
f i c i e n t l y  long  to  e s tim a te  th e  m aintenance and o p e ra tin g  c o s t .  The shaking cycle  
i s  l e s s  th a n  one m inute p e r  bag, and Jolin in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e  bags were shaken 
c o n s id e ra b ly  c le a n e r  th a n  by the  hand method.

A g e n e ra l d is c u s s io n  o f  f i b r e  co n d itio n in g  ag en ts  was h e ld ,  and i t  was suggested 
th a t  th e  ex p erien ce  o f  our a s s o c ia te  members m ight be o f  v a lu e  to  th e  te c h n ic a l 
com m ittee which i s  f u r th e r  in v e s t ig a t in g  th i s  problem , w'e herew ith  extend an 
in v i t a t io n  to  each a s s o c ia te  member to  fo rw ard  a  summary o f  i t s  experience w ith  
f ib r e  c o n d itio n in g  es a means of p rev en tin g  d u s t  c o n t r o l .

H. ii. Jackson 
Chairman
A ir  Hygiene Committee
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