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IA N G IT E  joint washers, having an 
extraordinary degree of resilience, 
plus the outstanding advantage 

of being unaffected by oils and spirits, 
solve the problem of retaining oil.

Langite is used for joint washers on marine 
engines; motor car and lorry engines, gear-
L.xes. axles and h u b s: for petrol tank joints
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Railway and Road Matters.
T h e  L .JI.S . is m a k in g  e x p e r im e n ts  b o th  in  E n g la n d  a n d  

Scotland w ith  v e h ic le s  e q u ip p e d  to  s p ra y  w eed-k ille r 
over th e  tra c k s  as th e y  go alon g . T h e  w eed-k ille r t r a in  
consists of a n  en g in e , a  b ra k e  v a n  a n d  a  w ag o n  fitted-- 
with a  large ta n k  a n d  a  s p ra y -p ip e  c o n tro lled  b y  a  m a n  
riding on  th e  w a g o n .

T he  la te  S ir H e rb e r t  J e k y l l  succeed ed , in  1901, H r. 
F. J . S. H opw ood  as A ss is ta n t S e c re ta ry , R a ilw a y  D e p a r t­
ment. a t  th e  B o a rd  of T ra d e , an d  w h en  th e  L o n d o n  Traffic- 
Branch w as fo rm ed  in  1907 h e  w as m ad e  its  ch ief an d  
rem ained th e re  u n t i l  h e  re tire d , on  re ac h in g  th e  age 
limit, a t  th e  en d  of 1911.

Sp e a k in g  of a  m a n  w ho  w as k illed  in  w alk in g  hom e 
th rough  some s id ings in s te a d  of b y  a  q u ite  co n v en ien t 
public ro ad , H r . J .  L . M. M oore sa id  in  a re c e n t re p o rt :
*' I t  is a lm ost in c red ib le  th a t  m en  sh o u ld  ta k e  su ch  risks, 
but th is  re g re tta b le  o ccurren ce  b rin g s to  lig h t th e  fa c t th a t  
some have d o n e  so in  th e  p a s t in  sp ite  o f w arn in g s  a n d  ru les 
to the c o n tra ry .”

F o l lo w in g  o u r n o te  o f A u g u st 5 th , w e  ca n  now  
announce th a t  a f te r  n e g o tia t io n s  la s tin g  tw e lv e  y ea rs , 
four tru n k -lin e  ra ilw a y  sy s tem s  in  th e  e a s te rn  part- of 
the U n ited  S ta te s  h a v e  b ee n  m erg ed  in to  one sy s tem  
valued a t S,000,000,000 d o lla rs  (£1 .600,000,000 a t  p a r) . 
The railw ays a re  : T h e  N ew  Y o rk  C en tra l, th e  P e n n s y l­
vania, the B a ltim o re  a n d  O hio , a n d  th e  C hesapeak e  a n d  
Ohio.

A L E T T E R  in  The T im es  o f O c to b e r 6 t h  su g g ests  t h a t  
railw ays could find  a  sou rce of eco no m y  in  o m itt in g  th e  
le ttering  “  R a ilw a y  ”  fro m  th e ir  ca rriag es , e.g.,
“ S o u th ern ,” in s te a d  o f “  S o u th e rn  R a ilw a y .”  W e 
m ay point o u t in  th is  co n n e c tio n , th a t, S ec tio n  121 of th e  
R ailw ay C lauses A c t, 1845, re q u ire s  th e  o w n e r’s n a m e  to  
be p a in te d  in  legib le c h a ra c te rs  o n  som e consp icuo us 
p a rt of th e  o u ts id e  of e v e ry  s u c h  ca rr iag e  so a s  to  be a lw ay s 
open to  v iew .”

A m o b il e  fleet o f th i r ty  “ w areh o u ses  o n  w h eels,” fo r  
providing  em erg en cy  o r  te m p o ra ry  w areh o u se  acco m ­
m odation  a t  o u tly in g  s ta t io n s , w h e re  th e re  is  n o  w areh ou se  
or w here th e  e x is tin g  ac co m m o d a tio n  is  fu lly  occupied , 
has been  in tro d u c e d  b y  t h e  L .M .S . R a ilw a y  in  sev era l 
im p o rtan t a rea s , in c lu d in g  N o r th  W ales , L e ices te r, 
B ristol, N o r th a m p to n , a n d 'S to k e -o n -T re n t. T h ese  m obile 
w arehouses a re  c o n v e rte d  p arc e ls  b ra k e  v a n s  o r  p assen g er 
vehicles, an d  a re  p la c e d  in  w ay sid e  goo ds y a rd s  w ith  a  

-railw ay sid ing  a d ja c e n t , so t h a t  fre ig h t ca n  b e  u n lo a d e d  
d irect from  th e  w agons.

T h e  census of ra ilw a y  s e rv a n ts  a s  o n  M arch  12 th  la s t , 
shows th a t  th e re  w ere 597,971 em p lo y ed  as  eo m p ared  
w ith  615,592 in  M arch , 1931, a  d ecrease  of 17,021. T he 
L.M. an d  S. h ad , ro u g h ly , 7000 less, th e  L . a n d  N .E . 
6000, the G re a t W e ste rn  4000 a n d  th e  S o u th e rn  300. 
On all the ra ilw ays th e re  w ere 1330 few er d riv e rs  an d  1342 
less firem en, b u t as  a n  in crease of 1099 is reco rd ed  in 
engine cleaners ii \\ m ild seem  t lmt m any di k  ers  nuw ran k  
as firemen and firem en a -  p u t h a rk  In th e  c lea n e rs’ g iad e .

Notes and Memoranda.
T h e r e  a re , i t  is sa id , 140 m illio n  p eo p le  in th e  world 

w ho listen  m  to  w ireless tra n sm iss io n . T h e  v a lu e  of w ire ­
less se ts  in  com m ission  is p u t  a t  £200.000,000 an d  th e  cost 
of b ro a d c a s tin g  a t  £30 ,000 ,000  a  y e a r.

JTh e  s tee lw o rk  of th e  new  b ix ty -n in e -s to rey  R ock feller 
b u ild in g  in  N ew  Y o rk  w as fin ish ed  on  S ep te m b e r 26th. 
T he first fo u n d a tio n  g rillages  w ere p lac ed  o n  F e b ru a ry  
Stli. T h e  b u ild in g  covers a p lo t 53o ft. b y  200ft.. an d  co n ­
ta in s  58.500 to n s  of stee l.

Miscellanea.
I t  is p ro p o se d  to  c o n s tru c t a  b rid g e  a c ro ss  th e  K r ish n a  

R iv e r  a t  K a r a d , in  M a d ras .
A s h ip b r e a k in g  y a rd  is  b e in g  o rg an ised  o n  th e  p re ­

m ises of R ic h a rd so n , D u c k  a n d  Co., a t  T h o rn ab y -o n -T e es .
S in c e  th e  b e g in n in g  of 1932 th ir ty -o n e  n ew  m a n u ­

fa c tu r in g  firm s h av e  s ta r te d  b u s in ess  in  G re a te r  V an co u v e r.
A  w h a l e  oil re fin e ry  is to  be p u t  u p  a t  C hu rch ill. 

M an ito b a , b y  one of th e  la rg e s t so a p  m a k e rs  of th e  w o rld .
A r e c ip e  fo r th e  re m o v a l of g rea sy  o r d ir ty  finger 

m ark s  from  d raw in g s  is g iv en  as  fo llow s in  th e  Engineering  
Xeu-s-Becord :— P lace  sh e e ts  of b lo t t in g  p a p e r o v e r an d  
u n d e r th e  s ta in e d  p o r tio n . L a y  p ow d ered  m ag n esia  
on th e  s ta in  a n d  u n d e r  i t , th e n  p ress  th e  b lo ttin g  p ap e r 
w ith  a  h o t iron . W h en  th e  p o w d e r is sh a k e n  off th e  s ta in  
will be gone.

T o  b lack en  b ra ss  fo r te m p le t w o rk , it sho u ld , acco rd in g  
to  C. R . W h ite h o u se . of B o s to n , M ass., first be th o ro u g h ly  
cleaned  a n d  th e n  h e a te d  s low ly  o v e r a  ch a rco a l fire. 
Care should  be ta k e n  n o t to  allow  th e  b rass  to  to u c h  th e  
ch a rco a l o r to  allow  a n y  sp a rk s  fro m  th e  ch a rco a l to  com e 
in  c o n ta c t w ith  i t ,  a s  th is  w ill c au se  re d  sp o ts . As soon as 
th e  b rass  h as  a  s lig h tly  red  h u e , d ip  i t  in to  n itr ic  ac id  an d  
re h e a t it u n t il  it  is ju s t  s h o r t of b e in g  re d . R u b  it s tro n g ly  
w ith  a  s tiff b r is tle  b ru sh  a n d  c lean  w ith  a  g reasy  c lo th . 
T his gives a  d e a d  b la c k  fin ish , p e rm a n e n t en o ug h  fo r a n y  
la y -o u t w ork.

I t  w ou ld  a p p e a r  fro m  a  n o te  in  th e  Journa l o f Com­
merce t h a t  / a  c o n s id e ra b le  a d v a n c e  in  th e  te c h n iq u e  of 
so ld e rin g  a lu m in iu m  h a s  b ee n  a c h ie v e d  b y  M r. E . Jo n es , 
of th e  D e p a r tm e n t of M e ch an ic a l E n g in e e rin g  a t  th e  
U n iv e rs ity  of L iv erp o o l. H e  u ses  a  s h a rp -e d g e d  b it  m ad e 
of s tee l, w h ich  is  s u rro u n d e d  b y  a  B u n se n  flam e. T h e  b it  
is u se d  to  s c ra p e  off th e  o x id e  film  w h ic h  n a tu ra l ly  fo rm s 
o n  th e  su rface  o f th e  a lu m in iu m , a n d  p la in  t in  is ap p lied  
to  th e  su rface  o f th e  m e ta l w ith in  th e  flam e. I t  is said  
th a t  th e  tin n in g  o f th e  a lu m in iu m  is  q u ite  effective an d  
o b v io u s ly  p ro v id e s  a  b a s is  fo r a  so ld e red  jo in t.

W o r k in g  in  c o -o p e ra tio n  w ith  re fin e ry  en g in ee rs  of th e  
U .S. B u re a u  o f M ines, O. H . S ch o e n w a ld  a n d  G. M. F o rd  
h av e  d ev e lo p ed  a  m e th o d  of re m o v in g  h y d ro g e n  su lp h  
from  n a tu ra l  gas, b a se d  o n  re a c tio n  w ith  lim e. T re a tm e n t 
of th e  gas to  rem o v e  th e  h y d ro g e n  su lp h id e  w as a rc  
p lish ed  b y  s c ru b b in g  th e  g as  w ith  a  so lu tio n  of sodji 
ch lo ride  a n d  ca lc iu m  h y d ro x id e . T h e  s a l t  so lu tio n  a p p re ­
c iab ly  in creases  th e  s o lu b ili ty  o f lim e  in  w a te r  u p  t q a  
c e rta in  p e rc en ta g e , a n d  th u s  a  s m a lle r  v o lu m e is re q u ire d - 
to  rem ove a  g iv e n  a m o u n t of h y d ro g e n  su lp h id e . T h e  
tre a t in g  p la n t  co n s is te d  e s se n tia lly  o f a  sc ru b b in g  dev ice 
fo r c o n ta c tin g  th e  gas  w ith  th e  s o lu tio n  a n d  a  se n e s  of 
ta n k s  fu r m ak in g  u p  o r  s e tt l in g  th e  tr e a t in g  so lu tion .

P a v e m e n t s  a n d  la w n s  a re  no  lo n g e r  to rn  lip  in  B a ltim o re  
w h en  th e  g a s  c o m p a n y  fin d s  i t  n e c e s s a ry  to  c h a n g e  th e  
pijx-s e n te r in g  th e  p re m ise s  of i o n su n ie rs . In s te a d  ot 
d ig g in g  u p  th e  o ld  s e r \  ice p ip e s  lo r  th e i r  e n tn c  le n g th .

T h e  new  m in in g  a n d  te c h n ic a l college, e re c te d  a t  a  cost 
of £110,000, to w a rd s  w h ich  a  g ra n t  of £15 ,000  w as m ad e  
from  th e  M in e rs’ W elfare F tm d , w as o p e n e d  a t  B arnsley- 
on O cto b er 10th.

A  n e w  ty p e  of th e  th re e -m o to r  E o k k e r  m o n o p lan e  is 
b eing  p ro d u c e d  to  en a b le  th e  .R o y a l D u tc h  A ir  L in e  to  fly- 
in  five d ay s  fro m  H o lla n d  to  th e  D u tc h  E a s t  In d ie s  w ith  
m ails  an d  p asseng ers.

T h e  C an ad ia n  G o v e rn m e n t p ro p o ses  t o  c o n s tru c t  a  
ch a in  o f a irw a y  la n d in g  fields fro m  co a s t to  co a st via 
H alifa x , M o n trea l, O tta w a , T o ro n to , W in n ip eg . L e th ­
b ridge, a n d  V an co u v e r. '

T h e  n ew  b rid g e  w h ich  is b e in g  b u ilt  a c ro ss  th e  D a n u b e  
n e a r  B e lg rad e  j s  4900ft. long  a n d  a b o u t 4 0 f t. w id e . I t  is 
to  c a rry  tw o  ra ilw a y  tr a c k s  a n d  tw o  ro a d w a y s  a n d  in c lu d es  
sev en  sp a n s  of 530ft. e a ch . -

I t  is p ro p o se d  b y  th e  Soviet G o v e rn m e n t to  c o n s tru c t  a  
series of p ow er s ta t io n s  o n  th e  r iv e rs  V y te g ra , M e ta , a n d  
L o v e t, in  th e  V a ld a i d is t r ic t . T h e  la rg e s t  w o u ld  b e  o n e  
a t  D a m y a n sk , o f 250,000 k W . .

T h e  firs t p o ta s h  c o n c e n tra t io n  factory- in  th e  U .S .S .R . 
is b e in g  s ta r te d  in  S o lik am sk  th is  m o n th . T h e  fa c to ry  is  
e q u ip p e d  w ith  th e  m o st m o d e rn  a p p a ra tu s .  I t s  c a p a c i ty  
is 300,000 to n s  o f p o ta s h  fe r ti lis e r  a  y e a r .

I t  is p ro p o se d  by- th e  B ri tis h  C a d a s tra l  a n d  T o p o g ra p h ic  
A ir S u rv e y  C om p an y , L td .,  o f L o n d o n , t o  o rg a n ise  in  
V an co u v e r a  p la n t  fo r th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f a c c u ra te  m a p s . 
I t  is sa id  t h a t  som e 300,000 d o lla rs  w ill be e x p e n d e d  o n  th e  
chem e.

A  m e m o r a n d u m  o n  “  T h e  In d u s tr ia l  D isea se s  o f S ilicosis 
a n d  A sb es to sis  ”  h a s  b een  issu ed  b y  th e  H o m e  Office 
(S ta tio n e ry  Office, 3d. n e t) . T h e  m e m o ra n d u m  s ta te s  t h a t  
“ re sp ira to rs  c a n  n e v e r  b e  re g a rd e d  a s  a  s u b s t i tu te  fo r 
e x h a u s t  v e n ti la t io n .”

O w in g  to  th e  success a t te n d in g  th e  p re v io u s  co m ­
p e ti tio n s , th e  I n s t i tu t io n  of W eld ing  E n g in e e rs  h as  
d ec id ed  to  offer ag a in  th e  gold  m ed a l o f th e  In s t i tu t io n  
a n d  a  p rize  of £10 10s. fo r th e  b e s t p a p e r  b y  a  w o rk in g  
w eldor on  “  Im p ro v e m e n ts  in  W eld ing  P ra c t ic e .”

W o r k  l ia s  b e e n  s t a r t e d  o n  t h e  f u r th e r  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f 
th e  P y k a r a  h y d ro -e le c tr ic  sc h e m e  in  M a d ra s  in  c o n n e c tio n  
w ith  a  d a m  a c ro ss  th e  r iv e r  n e a r  M u k u r t i ,  w i th  t h e  o b je c t  
of in c re a s in g  th e  s to ra g e  cap ac ity -. 8o  t a r  t h e  wro r k  lias 
c o n s is te d  p rim  iptilly ot s u rv e y in g  a n d  b o r in g , a n d  th e


