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1, (C) keferenee [ ra2e 24 0 reprranlua Ly the Deputy
tvoretary of Defonse, datrd 1% S7ril 1270, sulject as Lbove,
which terporarily suspcsoded tie use f 2,4,%-T [OFANCE) in
< - 1 311 military oporations,
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32, (54 Herbicide oporaticss with agent ORALGE have been
- i 3.8pC o As of ) May 1972, tirre wore 1,047,620 gallons
el OPANGE an hand in tre Fezotlie of Yictram and on route to 3
! twe Mpublic of victaan, 1In addition, there are 365,705 gallons
. .| £ OMISE in the CONUS earrarred for the Popublic of Victnam,
. Swso quantities represent arrroxiretely 1% mnchs of supply,
at the rraquircennt rate ustahlislen by T UnMACY, and a dollar
value of spproxfmataly $13.8 miliien, erLicide cyperations are
cnntinuing with agunt MITST; lwanv-wer, only 3%,748 gallons of
BNITT (approxismately 35 sortiec) were on hand as nf 3} May 1570,
TT. WBua this i€ concumed, al) defnliation ejorations will cease.
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3. (55 1a viév. of the situation cutlined alove, the following .
w.tornatives invelving defoliantas ORJSSE and WHIST chould be

, - Considereds - ; ]

‘8. Terminatiocd of dafoliation epcrations. y
. ™ 'b, Procurenont of sgest WRITE of aroiher suitable substi- :
.- 7. tote, and resunption of defoliaticn cpcrations with this
T MPEAt, 1o Sl RS A : -
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asnecsinn 6n the une of herbicide ORANGE.
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“the sbove aifornitives s evaluated belows
B it R R A

- T v Ee Termination of Defaliation Operations. Terminatioa of
< o= A0feliation OpCTALIOLS COuId Geny e military cosnander

R l_tgalumg_ capability to: Y
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oo Jo Shas Mg o ear $h e s i V4 ) g rr v dneL%e
banor 0 nnt atld RO b w0 L Wt e LRI erte . The
ndteased aerial ebnarvatrinn hav raale jt e fioele o
the cuemy Lo mars forces fur ol attucks, un Fentfoss
his daylicht novesent of verlat forces, and Lot pe tua? A
vncey use of clreviteus, less desirable routes for anfaia-
tratian of wen and supplien,

8200 Rt e,
f

(£} Mduce the ru=ler of conccaled go.ten 2al arliuet,
and aviirect fire sives. Thix has resulted i cecrea..ons
viary anterdiction of friendly LOCS wndé indirecer firc
attuckn on population crntuers and fricndly La<e carps.

23} Cicar arcas surrounding US and RVNAT tarc camps,
fire supnort bases, ard airfields, including mine ficlés
end wize contanglemcnta, This has dizecouraged zazper .
attacks ard has streagthennd perincter defenses througn
inereascd ground wisibility and fields of fire.

In sureary, the dofolilation program in the Repatlic of Viian.=
has helped eliminato encmy conccalrent along LNCs, piver Lusk.,
and aroind bate arras and afrfields,. It has also permiticd
reductions {r the nonber of personnel used for perizer. o
security of . re support hases, base carpa, and airfield:,
Doth offnr  wo-ly and dofensively, the defoliatien progras sas
rcduced the) .=her of rean ro:juired for combat cperatiocns i3
has helrr?® #fre rany allief lives. This prograz, as well :s
any prag™ © JAlch coatributes to the reducticn of casualiive
and trooy xequirsrwents,.shoulé be continued, .

b, Procurement of Agent WHITT .

<4

"7 1 €1) The Alr Tores ceuld reprogram sufficlent funids fur
© "hordicide procurerent to supply approxirately 3.6 ponths
of the agent WUITE requirercent stated by COMUSMACY followirg
the suspension of ORANGE. Additicnal funding °n the arsunt
of 36.€ nillion would be required varhin the FY 1971 2355
.budget to £i11 the reraining 7.4 months' requirerens for
the period ending 1 July 1971. Production and shippis

::adeim would izpose a J-month gap in defoliatica opera-
. tienis. .

0 . {2) Compared with agont ORANCE, WHITE is less effective
* - 4a that about 4 woeks ars required for visidble effcces
‘" to occur aftar application. Aftor € weoks, most of the
leaves ars dedd, it takes op to { months to bde able
to see through to the qround, Agent ORANCE {3 quicker
geacting, wvith ita effects beginning in ¢ to 7 Says and
with defoliation occurring in 3 to 4 vecoks,
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> S G Ly f %L W the 1""'q"
Fopeclie ef Vieetziim g relivagter uad $Lu gewiny aireraft
are curdutted enll cn jungle of furrnted .tuas nf low
repulaticn (lezs “mam einnt inhabitants it rqusre kilo-
zeter) under ccnifrl of the Vict Cong of %Worth ““fetnamese
ATy, 7Thiz limitaticn wiz cxprezsly ztaced Sy President
Shicu and has Lerz signrni-ly adkered te. %s bherbicide
vader the contrnl of S rilitary furces 3¢ uecd in any
wood centrol prosran im crrnection wiIth wuverrmont of
Jienim waricultirr) offrnres, llerbicides are used for
tactical purpafes i rur%te arcas which are being used
as cnery base areas cor anfailtration rouzes.

.- L) vt e 2t 1
.

(2) Tae 13 April 1279 arnnouncoment Ly the Sccretaries
of Aqriculture, Imicricr, ard llealth, Ed.catien, and Welfare
speei fied the irs=ediate susgjention Ly the Scpartront of
Agriculture of the ruegistrations of liquid fcrrulations
‘of the weed killer 7.4,5-T (2 componunt of CPANGL) for
cses around he=es atd on lakes, ndn, an2 ditch banks,
The Sccrctaries 4l annoonced that the Dexzartrent of
hgrieyleure {rtesds to caczel reeistered -tes of monliquid
for=ulations of 2,4,5-7 areand the heme angd ea all food
&seps intended for foman cersumption. TR suspension
Coes pot ‘elimirates use f{or control of weeds and brush
€3 razge, pasture, A%d forosts Or oA rigiti~of-wvay and
c:kar ponagricait=ral land, A o
{3) Comnarisca cf e rules for use c? ORMSE in
Yietnar with the armourcnd linitatiens oo dooustic une
. indi{zites that the TS nilitary applicasicnz Bave Leen
. gubiected to pore siringent criteria thas Wicse provided
oo, _to protect the healtk of the US populatiean.

. -S;'-Bl”!n rlcv ot'r.be atove coralderations, the Joint Chiefs
of $caff pecermend that tho tesj=rary suspensica o2 the use
of ageat 3&&5:: in e PeTudlic of Vietnaa ke rescinded,
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’ _Fer che Jofnt C:iefs of Staffy
‘_ . " _‘:-." . . - ,. . -v-m .
S . Acting Kraiz=an

Joint Chiefs of Statf
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