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I am responsidle for L.I.A,'s promotiooal activity in three arees of leed
consumption; radiation shielding, cable sheathing and corrosion protectica. OF
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nev lead markets. And that picture is quite bright,

Mr. Smith of Babcock and Wilcox will tell you about the potential of auclesr
powvered shipping, but the increased market I have in mind is not 0 much the
staady increase in the use of radicective materials in science, industry, and
medicine tut {s rather the iminent bocm in irrediaticn proceseing of mtarials,
particularly foods, for preservation and storege. There (s & considersble body
of informed opiniom in the fisld that sees very repid expansion in the dext
five-year period. Qo top of this is the fact that the Atamic Energy Commissiom
and the Food and Drug Administrstion have eitber cleared or are now approving
mathods for irrediation processing of becom, vheat and other grains, fruits,
(nectarines and pesches), chicken, frankfurters, potatoes and carrcés.

Accarding to The Jourmal of Cammerce, Ooverrmernt estimates are that wvitkia
two years irrediated foods will be In the supermarkets. Conservative sciemtifis

estimates put that off for & third year. While this is certainly, as cos FDA
man put {t, "nDot & panacea” it can represent as anmal food sals of cne aillicm
dollars within the decade,

Several large corporetions are sufficiestly optimistic adbout this field to
invest their own money in the dssign and development of lov-doee irrediators.
Ancng these are Dow Chemical, Righ-Voltage Engineering and Asericsn Machine and
Foundry.

The portadle potato irradiator designed by ANP Atomics and built by AP
Atamic Eoergy of Canada points up whare the asrket for lead will be. This ome
unit carried in & truck trsiler uses six thousand pounds of leed.

Iater on, many of the irrediators, particularly ths large capacity units,
will de staticoary installations, probtably shielded bty concrets. However, right
nov most attentica is being directed to mobils units.

This certainly is an ares that will get much of my attention and the
infoarmation I get vill be directed to LIA members and used for publicity ia
all availadle charnnels.

Mhile {t appears unlikely that lsad will pegain its stature as the sheathing
material for electrical pover and telepbone ceble it does seem that the inroads
made into this market Ly alumimm and plastics, particularly polyethylene, have
balted, And it looks like time itself is exposing the shortcamings of same of
the newer aheathing materials and lead is regaining same ground.

By vay of aggravating this situstion, wve will, of ocurse, espbasiss lead's
proven advantages in the sheathing field. Seversl sxcellsrt and helpful contacts
were mada in the cables industry and in some large public utility and telepbone
companies during the course of preparing leed Sheathing for Power Cable and they
are helping with & cantinuing series of articles oo cable that will be featured
in LEAD magasine (and will be svailable to the trede press).
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The advertising progrem in cadle sheathing is closely coordinsted with the
Fress program and will continue to be for at lsast the peaxt year. This s s
area that requires fairly close attention and & substantial amount of time to
keep abreast of naw develormeuts edd to exploit new leeds,

The trend back to leed seems to carry over into the chemical constructica
fleld also. For exazmple, Chra=ium Corporstion of Americs in Chicego found &
necessary to replace polyvimylendoride tank linings wvith lesd in their chroms
plating oprrations. At 120 to 140°F, vhers the plating operaticn takss place,
this tempersture is only fifteen degrees delow the plastic's uper limit. I
bope to visit more lsad fabricators and burners this year to see tdeir operstions
and leara sbout their experisnces along this line.

Also in the corrosiocn prevention field I might mention that interest oco-
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protect the Staten Ialand, N.Y, ferry plers. A condensstion for genernl com-
4is under vay and 1s typical of the things I would like to 40 tO keep the
of lead in ancde systems Defore engineering and maoagwment audiences.




