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Mr. W.E, Oustkrman ' .
Kaiser Gypsumi T}‘I L Q
300 Lakeside Dx. )

Sakland, Ca. 94604

Pear Mr. Qusterman:

In recent months there has been increasing interest in
the subject df talc, particularly with regard to the
nature and extent of its ashestos content. 8ince vou
are one of our many valued talce purchasers, we feel
you should be aware of important information on this
subject,

The Occupatichal Safety and Health.administration (0Sua)
ourrently haq in effect an ashastos stapndard which pre-
8cribes that amplayees way be axposed b0 no more than

2 ashestos fibers per cubic centimeter of air for-an
8~hour time-Weighted averagé, and to no more than 10
asbestos fibelrs per cubic centimeter at any time. 1In
Octobex, 1975, 0QSKA praoposed to lower the 8«<hour time-
weighted limlt te 8.5 ashestos fibars per cc. and S
aghasttos fibers per cd. for any paeriod not axeaeding 15
minutes. Vexry Igeently it has baen rapozrted that +he
National Thawitute for Cecupational Safety and Health has
‘recommended the respective permitted exposure levals pe
limited evén Further - to 0.1 asbestos fibers and 0.5
asbestos fibers per co.

In its! October, 1975 proposal, OSHA defines asbestos to
include chrysotils, anasite, erogidolite, tremolite,

- @nthophyllite and actinolite, ang every product contalning

any of these minarals. OSHA alse defines an ashestos
fiber as a perticulate form of any of these minerals
which is longgr than § micrometers, and has a maximum
8iameter of 5l micrometers and a length ko width ratic of
at least 3 to 1., .
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The reascn for the progused revision of the standard.for
occupational exposure ko asbestos is that asbhastas, in
its several commercial forms, has been associzted with
the produstion of not only asbestosis but a variaty of
cencers and fpiignancles. Booause of the many unknown
factors, incindiRg the variability -of individual
response o chxcinogens and the absenoa of data to
establish a safe lavel, CSHA has concluded that employes
axposure must be reduced as Low as is feasible. o0o5H2
Propuses to hold Learings on sha entire subject, but
until those hearings and subsequent deliberations :ake
place‘thgze will continue to he conaiderabls uncertainty.

Nevertheless it ig prudent for your workers, while using
any tale which might contain ashestos fibarsg, to avoid
¢creating dust %o the extent 'posgible, HYenitoring
procednres should be employed to determine dust cancen=-
trations under working condirions., Where appropriate,
dust control equipment or use of raspiratdrs shauld also
be considered, and worker training pregrams implempented,
¥ou will po, ddubt wish to review the varicus provisions
of the GSHA standard for ccoupational efposure to ashegtos
(2% Code of Federal Regulations 1910.1001) and the pzo~
posed amendments whieh appeared in the QOctober g9, 1875
igsue of the Paderal Fegistexn,

S8ince wa have no centrol over the conditions of use of
tale products in your plant, it is not possible for us
to indicate the airborne fiber concentraticns which
could possibly result from your use of talc, However,
we can provide informatlen on the asbestiform mnineral
content of thae talcs wa supply. -

Pfizer researdh has developed the most accurate and
sensitive metidod available today of aralyzing for
asbestos and asbestiform mirerals in tzle, Thig rethod ,
based on step scanning x-ray diffraction, elactron
diffraction, and transnigsion electron microscopy, |
permits identificvaticn of tiug chrysotile ashestas at
levels of 0.5% and. fibrous amphiboles, such as tremolite,
at levela as low as 0.1% in the tale. No other identifi-
cation methods in-nse today, *including optical mlcroscopy
and acanning elesctron microscopy, ave as sensitive ang

as direct,
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