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D r . K. A katsuka  
c /o  Tokyo M ed ica l C o lleg e 
4 1 2 , 1 -ch ôm e, H igash i Okubo 
Shin jyuku-ku, T okyo, Japan

D ear D octo r  A katsuka:

I have r e c e iv ed  from  M r. C a r ter  o f E thy l C orpora tio n  a  copy of 
you r  le t te r  of June 15, I960 , in  w hich you  ou tlin e  you r  p rop osa l 
fo r  ob ta in ing app rova l o f the u se  o f tetraxnethy l lead  in  Japan. M r. 
C ar ter  w as ac tin g  fo r  m e , a t  m y  req u est , in  look ing in to  th is  m a tte r .
I th ink I shou ld  poin t ou t that m y  ro le  in  th is  i s  that o f  ac tin g  fo r  the 
A m er ica n  and B r i t ish  m an u fac tu rers o f an tiknock compounds, ra th er  than 
fo r  any one o f  th em , and th a t I would l ik e  you to view  you r  a c t iv i t ie s  in 
th is  m a tte r  in  that sa m e lig h t. It i s  m y  p u rp ose to p r e se n t  the sc ie n t i f ic 
and h y g ien ic  fa c ts  fo r  the co n s id e ra t io n  o f  the approp r ia te  o f f ic ia ls  o f  
th e  Jap an ese G overnm ent, w ithout any  n e c e s s a r y  r e fer en ce  to  th e 
d is tr ib u to rs  o f  g a so l in e , o r  any one s p e c if ic  m an u factu rer  o f te t r a ­
m ethyl lead . I do not m ean  by  th is  that th e re  i s  any r ea so n  to co n cea l 
th e in te r e s t  o f E thy l C orp ora tion ;o r  du P on t, o r  the A sso c ia te d  E thyl 
C om pany in  th is , but th e re  i s  no poin t in  em p h asiz in g  that o f  any  one 
com pany.

In co n s id e r in g  you r  p ro p o sa l, I regard  you r  in v es t ig a t io n  o f  the to x ic ity 
o f tetraxnethy l lead  to b e  u n n e ce ssa r y . C er ta in ly , I would not undertake 
to  d e ter  you o r  you r  sc ie n t i f ic  co llea g u es  fro m  fo llow in g  up you r in te r e s t 
in  th is  m a t te r , but in  v iew  o f th e  p o s it io n  occu p ied  b y  th is  L ab ora to ry  in  
yo u r  coun try , I th ink i t  u n lik e ly  that any co rrob o r a tion  o f ou r  find ings is 
n e c e s s a r y . T h is , h ow ever , is  not the m a in  r ea so n  for  m y op in ion .  
R ath er , I th ink i t  c o r r e c t  to  sa y  that t e s t s  o f the to x ic ity  o f TML in  the  
la b o ra to ry  w il l  not con tr ibu te m uch tow ard  the con sid era t ion  o f th is  
m a tte r . We a re  conducting a  fa ir ly  e lab o ra te  in v estig a t io n  o f  the e f fe c ts 
o f p ro longed  exp osu re  to  low  d o sa g es and con cen tra tion s (in  a ir )  o f TM L.  
C er ta in ly  no v e r y  u se fu l p u rp ose w il l  be se r v ed  b y  you r du p lica tion  of  
th is  w ork . The p resen t  p rob lem , h o w ev e r , i s  not th e r e la t iv e  to x ic ity  
o f  TML and T E L , but in s tea d  is  that o f the ex ten t of any  in c r e a se  in  the 
ex p o su re  o f  g a so lin e  h an d le rs to lead  in  con seq u en ce  o f  the u s e  o f TM L. 
T h is i s  th e p rob lem  d ea lt w ith  in  ou r  f ie ld  in v es t ig a t io n , reporte o f which 
a r e  b e in g  sen t to you. I send  you  a ls o ,  h o w ev er , two co p ies  o f a  b r ie f 
su m m a ry  o f  to x ic o lo g ic a l o b se rv a t io n s m ade so m e y e ar s  ago w hich show 
that TML d if fe r s  som ew h at, but not g r e a t ly , fr o m  T E L , being  som ew h at 
l e s s  to x ic  on  the w hole.
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C on sid er in g  th e n eed  fo r  fa ir ly  p rom pt a c t io n  in  this  m a tte r , I su g g est 
that you approach  the ap p rop r ia te  o f f ic ia ls  a s  soon a s  you h ave rece iv ed 
th is  le t te r  and th e r ep o r ts , and in it ia te  the s tep s req u ired  to obta in 
c lea r a n c e .

The o th er  s te p s , a s  p rop osed , se e m  en tire ty  ap p rop ria te . I should 
a p p rec ia te  it  g r ea t ly , i f  you would acknow ledge the r ec e ip t  o f  th is  le t te r 
p rom p tly , and le t  m e  know the sch ed u le  o f t im e  involved  in  in it ia t in g  and  
com p le tin g  the va r iou s s te p s . In v iew  o f the m anner fo llow ed  thus fa r  in 
o th er  co u n tr ies , e sp e c ia l ly  in  W estern  E urope, I shou ld  th ink th is  m a tte r  
cou ld  b e  c lea red  up w ith in  a  sh o r t t im e .

I am  fa ir ly  w e ll acquain ted  w ith  P r o fe s so r  H or iuch i, and no doubt i t  w ill  
b e w e ll to in fo rm  h im  about th is  m a tte r . I shou ld  th ink it  m igh t be w ise 
and cou r teou s to in fo rm  P r o fe s so r  Susurna H arash im a a ls o ,  con sid er in g 
h is  p o s it io n  in  th e f ie ld  o f P rev en t iv e  M ed ic in e.

C o rd ia lly  y o u rs ,

D r. K. A katsuka - ( 2)  -  August 1, I960

R o b e r t A . K ehoe, M . D.

RAK ef  
C .C .  :

M r. C . D . C a r te r  
M r . J u l ia n  F r e y

E n c . S u m m ary  of P r e l im in a r y  T o x ico lo g ic  In v e s t ig a t io n  of th e  L ead  
A lk y ls  - M ach le , B ru s t  and  K ehoe - Ju n e  18, 1959
A n In v e s t ig a t io n  o f th e  P o te n t ia l  H a z a rd s  o f E x p o sure  to  L ead  A s s o c ia te d  
W ith  th e  H and ling  an d  U se  of G aso lin e  C o n ta in in g  a n A n tik n o ck  F lu id  in  
W hich T e tra m e th y l  L ead  is  S u b s titu te d  fo r  T e tra e th yl  L ead  -  C ho lak  and  
K ehoe - N ov. 10, 1959 - (2 co p ies)
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