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- Lud NATIONAL GYPsuM COMPANY Goid
wrCamcs CORREQ.VNDENCEO Bond

£ . J, ¥lldian Subject Asbestos Problems Date April 10, 1969
Vice=Zresident Asbestos Cement Products AssociationFrom Fe He Zimmerman
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gy that Dr. Ceorze

Tegzrds to tie s ght iz considering for the New
Oriexns arez, I would suggest that we cooperate to the fullest sxzent +hat
we canl, WiLU your zpproval, after reecsmendaticns from your produciion pectis,
I feel 11 wouwld aiso be advisable 10 consiit cur TASETAS e Ugnarmens i
Tegards to What could become very aign risk premlun proolems, (ne pave this
problem in the Millington Flani, with 17 suspected cases, which prempied
L.oyds of Lendon 2ot to reimsure us in this area, It was necegsary for our
orokers to find other inmsurance coverage at 2 higher premimm), I migzhi alsc

2dd that in falizinz Lo Jehns-Manville today that ihey are going Lo cooperzte
s

et R L e}

“udy «- To WiaT eXient, I Qo noT koW £s 7etl tut wiil nezr in the

Tie basis for the siudy is that the %Hwo scientists frem Tulane Medical Sckeol
discovered five cases of lung cancer in asbestos worksrs suffering from
asoestosis, They ccontacted Dr, Wrigni. KHe imrediately flsw to New Orleaus,
studied Weir reports and findings and concursed with them, They were not
Naticnal Gypsum employees, but emplovees of the Flintkote Company who pree

- viously were operating in the New Orleans area, These doctors are to be

(:, complimanted in the method they hancdled this == in acvising Dr, Wright instead

of seeking front page publicity, as others.have in the New Tork area,
Dr. Wright, in his trip to New Crleans, requested from us permission to- visii -
our New Orleans Plani, in the company of the two doctors from Twlane, As a
result of the visit at our plant, and Johns-Manville, it was decided thas i
would be advantagecus to the industry if a study were made in this zrea.
Thus the propcszl <hat you have.. :

In regards to the Health and Safety Council of the Astestos Cement Products
Association, a brief summary of how this organization came into the picture
would be as follows:
S, Qiff Schecider, Meznager, Occupationzl Invirormentel
rms-anville invited the representatives of Certain-Teed,

inmz & Fiim, Fiintkote, Cwens~Corming and National Gypoum to
8 meeting in New York city, al their headquarters, primarily to give an
industry-wide accestance to a2 booklet entitled - "Recormended Health
Safety Practicer Zor Handling and Applying Asbestos Cement Products.”
A personal and confidential letter is attached that I wrute in objection
to this publ:icaticn, I% eveatuallw came to the atiention of Mr, Colon Breown
wno called a weeting with Jack Hayes, Bill Duncan and myseif in atoendance,
From that mecting, AL Pay was also made aware of the problem, - Cn Aprid 17,

gy
a2 letter was crzfzed, copy attached, sent to Mr, Schecklor outlining gur
company?'s ob::>ilcas to the booklet, In the zeantime, Al Fay reactivated
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E, J. Killian
Vice-Presicdent

Asbestos Proolems

This

been

an orgarizaticn
gveryene in the
Ysn=illie wishes
and reastivated

Arril 10, 198
o Page
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Xown as the "Mineral Fiber Products Bureau" 4o alert
incusiry of the problem caused by the booklet Johns~
Lo print, Al's group met in New Tort at a later date
the group, changzing i%s name *o the "Asbestos Cement

Procducts Association’, mainly %o handle on an industry~wide basis the
problems being caused by adverse astestos publicity and the Johnse

Manville beokys

The gzroup then organized “wo sub~committees to write
‘a code on "Recommencded Health Safety Practices for Handling and Applye

ing Asbestos Cement Prccucts” and a code to be entitled 7In Flans
Invircmmental Controlt,

}

is about the siate where

ars at ihe present time, Arrangements have

We
nacde today for meetings of both cormittees O be held April 23 and 2L,
at Johns~¥anville's New Jersey Research Center, As this is Just a shert

8yN0DSig wa there are literally tons of newspapers, magazines, statenents
frcm variocus ne=zlth authorivies, federzl and state recomzendations -« most
of which were sent %o Mr, Prown by Xarl V, Iindell, Chairman-of the Zwecutive
Cormiziee, JohnsaManville, This file is in my office and you are welccme g

any pertion ¢f i3

In my opinion, this is the time to keep coocl on all the'heated'emotion that

‘s being caused by the redieal fraternity, I% is quize apparent that in th

very near future, there are g2oing to be many federal regulaticns contrelliing

the health and safety aspecis of asbestos workers, Thes: lavs are now in
the 91lst Congress.
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I we can keep industryr calm and do all in cur power to

cl=2an up our own plants, and sugzest the indusiry do the same, and make
people available for
standards that will protect the worker, and still be within resson for the

industry, we
ccst,
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Attschments

Py Se¢ Please excuse

they are the only cnes I have left, I would appreciate the file returned ¥hen
You are through with it, .

idvisory Commitiee werk when called upol W write the

will have a fighting chance %o stay in business ai a reasonable

e this run~down will be of some use o you and we can further discuss
turday morning, at yeur convenience,

N

ﬁirector of Safety

the notes and scratching on scme of the attached booklets
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