ur letter of'Aprn 28th, 1934
that ycu quote me as: nromisi
il 2- 24, ‘q:hed that

«“Revingto
'physician and was informed that ‘he had ot ~seen‘h
~two weeks, and that his condition is not 4
is of the opinion that @iy will hever  again be’
. ~maybe unable to use his legs at a]_}. in tLe. s

which was With ,the Imetropolitan:lns.
as called upon ‘to pay the Pol:lcy 1:1 full on ‘the clai]

sm8tropolitanicalled Mn Dr. ¥ ryany
-.tanooga Bank Bldg., this City, to aet as'a sort of refsree to’ ‘xamin
and repért on the probably permanandy of his disability.. Dr.:

is also a membar of the staff of Zrlanger Hospital a man of wide

experience in physical @ilments that are largely of a Ym.rely subj'
. n&uure. _ .

Aocordingly was - admi tted to urla‘nger Hospi ual-as a
‘patlen*h ‘of ' Drs. s Bryan 2 Revington, on March 30th-1934, and was
sxamined by .Dr. Jones, Interne, the records of the
that subjective exemination revaal substantially a:
e Suddenly 11l on November 17-1933 = abdani
Cholicy in nature - wrist: dropin% on era:
 1ine:on . examinationat -that time:(Nov{17-1933

] Weakne ss.
Normal

; Urinalysis - O.K. Microscopica
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‘including Lea Poison, as 'bhe cause.;

" a Neuralogis

- lead ‘poi=on lhithe eyes of a ‘jury who would be led to belisve that

.end” T’ thin t’ia authorities are in accord, thet the physieal

Continued ] 1

"~ Leucocytes ’
- Per cu, zm 5,000
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“'Blood Count

To Stip“Iad Cells ound i W Wose ‘»_’A‘“ZQS‘ v

”he re oT vcarries with it an hourly record of. nurses visits, kind
of diLet " temperature and purse -record, etc., which frequently
reports the ‘patient sleeping. And is closed with the date of his
discherge viz April 3-1934, whth the remarks *Improved™, Patient
enterad. the Hospital in & private car, and walked to bed, and left
Hospital in private car. .

In discussing this report with Dr‘ Revington, ths Doctor
stated thzt the spinal filuid was negative and that bloed Wasser-
manns failed to - show any indication of Syplis. Revingion was asked
whether or not ' a Syringomyelia {Spinal Cord leision) was found::
Ravington statsed that it was doubtful and hed not been determined
by the examination. And further thal nothing else had been shown
to show that WNJillness was due to any other cause than Lead
poison, and that this was indicated by a marked Lead Line in the
gums at the time of the original sxamination, but that this Lsad
Line had since cleared up, and was not now present. He also lays
considerable; stress on the dropping of the wrists. Revington states
tha N wife informed him that was growing more absent
minded every day, and weas apparently losing his mind.. And further
that he dogs not expact the patient to ever f-et well, or may not sver
egain use his legs.

This contention is not held in its entirety by Dr. Bryan,
who states that he especlally exemined on the absent minded-
ness phase, and found him entirely normal, He states that thegpe
is no indfocation of atrophy in the limbs, that there does eppear to
be consi dsrable weakness, which micht be caused by lack of use, the
patient being in bed most o7 the time for several months. Nor does
Dr. Bryan believe that @ is permenently disabled. He did not
examine- 2t the begimning of the illness, and in so far as his
gxaminsation goes there was no indication of the Lead Line, and
‘present condition could well be the result of sorething
vet undefined., Dr. Bryan does not think that the small amountof
tetraethyl lead in Good Gulf Gasoline could have polsoned
and espsclally’ so in as short a space of time. As to the possibility
of & Syringomyelia, Dr. Bryan's Medicel dictionery gives this ailment
as "Pumor of the Spinal Cord" and does not give poison of any charac’cer,

nfurther states _that the weskness of the legs may

ease of the nerves, but says- that it would require -

o determine that. He states that Dr. Revingiton is
primarily: S’fgeon.. And thatl he, himself, is a general practitiomer,
and has not spéclalli7ed in nervous disorde“s. Dr. Brysn is not
impressed with“the correctness of Dr. Revington's originasl disgnosis
of Lead Poisonb On inguiry, I lecarned that this City does not
support. & recognized Neurelogist, but that Dr. Chas. R. Thomas,
Medleal Arts. Building, and Dr. Alex Steward ars considered the leading
nerve specialists.

Every effort was made to obtein a copy of the Hospital Report,
but this man denied, however, I was rermitted to make manory Tron the
report, and the 1nfoma’cion °ncm above gives all of the salient facts,
Insofflr as thils exshination went, thers is no evidence of lead poison
but. this eyamination does not co far enough to prove that it is not ’

what night -

bt affect one man, may have a desdly result upon another, . -
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reaction of the individual to & given subsiance must be‘conside?e&,
pether than the seneral effacts on persons as a whole, in =llowing Gamages.

The absence of stippled blood cells, sleeéplesaness and
hallucinations, would indicate tha® thers is no serious lead poisom.
At the time -of the examination, no analysis of ths face was made,
Your attention is called to public Health Bulletin No. 163 (1926)

a report of & Commitiee headed by Dr, W.H.Howell, on the findings

of this committee after & study of 252 individuals, 57 of vhom wesre
sarage workers subjected to possible leed !tetragthyl) poison over
reriods dpproximating two years. This groap of. 57 men all showed
5tip-led blood cells, and lsad storage ih the faces. This comittes,
after msny tests, declided upon three major tests that it was hopd
would yield guantitive date, of an objective character, as en index
of lead ingestion or absorpilon, these were, the ancuntof lead in
the faces, the number of stippled red cells and measurgmsats of

the strength. of the extensor musclessiof the forearm. -<he report :
states that the first two methods yieslded resulbs of positive value,
whiile the last was practically negative sSo far as their investigation
was concsrned.

From this you will note that Dr. Revington lays considerable
stress on the weakness of the forearm, or wrist dropping, as an
indi'cation of lead polson, vhersas the above commitise says it is of
negative value., The two methods.found of greatgst value by the
gomnmi ttee, were not resorted to in the cese of& in the ons
instance, that of faces anylisis, and in the other, he showed no
Stippled cells. All of the 37 men avove mentioned showed Stippled
cells to a2 more or less degree.

After this information was obtained, I interviewed Hargraves
and informed him that our Company was inclined to defend any suit -
that he mizght bring, but tht they might be willing to settle or
adjust the matter for an =mount approximating the cost of such
defense, that we Telt, in view of the informstion at hand that there
was no justificatlon in the demand, we doubted the fact that
was & victlm of lead poison, and if so, certainly noet as a resulst
of tetrzethyl lead in Gulf Gasollne, that we were prepared to show
that lead poison was aceumulative, and that the guantity of lead in
G.G. Gascline was so small, and the tima—wgs subjected to it
mas of s0 short duration, that the sniire msiier insofar as we wers
concerned was an inpossible hypothesis. Hsrgraves would not name
a figure on vhich he could recommend a settlement to i, and
suggested that I ascertain the amount the Company would consider
it would cost to defend the suit, and report back to him within
a reasonable length of time. This suit can not be brought for trial
before the next Ssptember term of courd.

Dargraves later called me and advised that two other persons
hadvisited his office relatlive to tetrsethyl lead polson cases in
vhich our conpany was involved. He said he did not want to file the

suit if it could be settléd otherwise, as to do so might
precipltate a flood of such suits, I do noi take that statement
seriously, and think i+t was made to hasten matters in the il case.

I I may offer an opinion here, I would say that this case
is ons with very 1little middle ground, it is either,very dangsrous
and should be: settled, or should bs defnded by able council, it may
be possible to! deflate Hargraves :idea &f values and effect.a resson-
able settlement, sven if 'suit 1s filed, but I am of the opinion
that he will hold out for a sum in excess of nne thoussnd dollars.

Unless a more reasonable settlement could be had, and such is
rossible with the developement of new informstion, I would rscommend
the employment of Tetum Anderson and Tatum, Attorneys of Chattanocoga,
provided Byron Tatum's personal services could be hzsd. You will
recall Byrum Tatum handled our defznce in the D.T,.Light case hers about
one year ago, and was successful in getting an instruction for the
Company, as well as a jury verdict for our service station attendants,
who were co-defendants, in the face of considerabls odds.

Yours very truly, B
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