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¡rrlngM é'vyour le t t e r  o f A p r il SSth , 1934, r e la t iv e  to  
c la im . " l no te tha t you quote ne a s prom ising gb  la borat or. j-la t^ J f'^ o f A n r i l  a -1934. I  s t ie d  th a t  I  understood  such 

m ight be/ji®d.S, p io v i ie d H l^ f c a g r e e d ,  o f  ccu rse , y.xxiiuriNaerstand tnet  
t e s t s  w o n ld iie  open t a t t o r n e y ,  out not to -s a ^ i f  he choose. t^ |. 

tha t - j.nfomSa’fcion from u s ^ a ^ u h a d  no a u th o r ity  t o  co n tr ib u te  to  th e  %  
of scayots& ta th a t  m ioht be made, and I  was r e p ly in g  upjjaj my .a b i l i t y  ,. | f  
‘ whatp in fo^m ation th ey  m ight r e v e a l ,  ra th e r  than my r ig h t ; ’tG them , -  

v ithou t o o n tr ib u t in g  vto the c o s t s ,  e tc » , as you are no doubt^aWarje.'thet  
e o r d s ’are very  c a r e fu l ly  guarded docum ents. '-t'Sjfe? '

_ i * - •, p S s p # s te a s  v m
¿'progress o f t h i s  c a s e , s in c e  my l a s t  r e p o r t , h a ^ been , th u st  

Boyd Hargraves', Chattanooga, T enn., a t to r n e y , r ep re se n t in g l^ B |& /¿ a d v ise d  ■
that- he wdtild f i l e  s u i t  f o r  § 50 , 0 0 0 .0 0  damages on account o f  in ju r ie s  t o  " 
h is a o l ie n t , ' ,u n le s s  se t t le m e n t  could be had by Tuesday, A p r i l  17 -1934 , see  . 
H a rg ra v es^ lo tte r  o f  A p r il 1 1 th . I  communicated w ith  H argraves,:;_mdty~ -.r; - \  

suocee'ded-in. secu r in g * ten  days e x te n s io n  o f t im e, t h i s  was aga in  s e t  up - - 
1 to  May .& -1934, a t  H argraves r e q u e s t . _ l

■ . • In  the meantime, 1 c a l le d  on Dr. John H. R ev ing to j^ th e -;  ,
a t te n d in g  p h y s ic ia n , and was inform ed th a t he had not seen - - r

the p a st tw o.w eeks, and th a t  h is  c o n d it io n  i s  no t im p r o v in g .R e j in g t o u  
i s  o f  the op in ion  t h a t w i  11 n ever  aga in  be ab le  to  work, and • 'A
maybe unab le to  use h is  le g s  a t a l l  in  t im e . - ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

' ... , B y '
• , I  lea rn ed  t h a lH I ^ 9  c a r r ie d  s e v e r a l insu rance p ol i c i e s ,  one of. • 

which was w ith  th e  M etrop o litan  I n s . C o ., th a t  t h i s insurance; company: 
was caL led upon to  pay th eB B ^ J^  P o l l  cy in  f u l l  on th e  c l a i ,  o f  . t o t a l  *1 l l i y  
and permanent d i s a b i l i t y .  tn i^ H e tr o p o l ita n  c a l le d  i n  Dr. Wm. K. Bryan,  
f jh ^ tan ooga  Bank B ld g ., t h i s  C ity , to  s e t  as a so r t o f  r e fe r e e  to  examine 
B H f c a n d  report on th e  probab ly permanancy o f  h is  d is a b i l i t y .  Dr. Bryan  
i s  a ls o  a member o f the s t a f f  o f  -¿rlanger H o sp ita l , a man o f  wide ?
ex p er ien ce in  p h y s ic a l a ilm en ts  th a t  are la r g e ly  o f a p u re ly  su b je c t iv e  , 
n a tu re . .

A o c o r d i n g l y w a s  adm itted to  B r langer  H o sp ita l  as a 
p a t ie n t  o f  D rs. Bryan tR R iR evington , on March 3 0 th -1934, and was 
examined by D r. J o n es, I n te r n e , th e  reco rd s o f  t h e 'h o s p i t a l  in d ic a te 
th a t  s u b je c t iv e  exam ination  r e v e a l s u b s t a n t ia l ly  a s fo l lo w s !  ...

Suddenly i l l  on November 17-1933 -  a b d c n in a l.p a in s .
C h o licy  in  n a tu re -  w r is t  drop ing -  g en era l weakness -  Lead '

,  , , / , . l i n e  on exam ina tiona t th a t  t im e (K ovZ l7-1933)

The p h y s ic a l ,  or o b je c t iv e  exam ination , then taken by 
Dr. J o n e s ,g i v e s  the fo l lo w in g  f in d in g s :  r ~ •

• Head^- No acu te head; p a in s . ,
~ *’V  . B y e s '-  Normal ,

.............. Nose -  No d isch a rg e  '1

mmmm
i i i l |

mim

2SC¿-V-
V/m

Bungs.:- Normal.
, '' ’ - No ten d ern ess o f  abdomen 

. . No tenderness o f  l i v e r 
R ec ta l -  Normal ■ ■ ■ /■ ■ ■ ■ :■ ■  ■
E x t r e m it ie s .-  E s s e n t ia l l y  normal ex cep t fo i 

w eakness. . ■
Glands -  Normal .: .■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ .;
R e f le x  -  Normal - ■ ■
U r in a ly s is  -  O .il. M ic ro sco p ica l • Bus 25 -i
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C h a ttan o o g a , T a n n ., C on tinuad

B lood Count — L e u co cy tes
. . P e r cuo mm 5 ,0 0 0

......... P o ly m o o la r 66

..... r  B ry th ro o y te s  •
. ' P a r c u . mn 4 ,4 1 0 ,0 0 0

, H em oglobin
. . lOfjT

v B lood Count
...No S t ip p le d  C e l ls  Pound .

N o te , S p in a l  f l u i d  -  c l e a r  and s e n t  to  l a b .  .

The r e p o r t - c a r r i e s  w ith  i t  an h o u r ly  r e c o r d  o f . n u rs e s  v i s i t s ,  k in d  
o f d i e t , ' te m p e ra tu re  and p u r s e - r e c o rd ,  e t c . ,  w hich f r e q u e n t ly  
r e s o r t s  t h e l p a t i e n t  s leep in g ."  And i s  c lo s e d  w ith  th e d a te  o f  h i s  
d is c h a rg e  v i z  A p r i l  3 -1 9 3 4 , whth th e  rem arks "Im proved"-, P a t i e n t  
e n te re d  t h e  H o s p i ta l  i n  a p r i v a te  c a r ,  and  w alked  to  b ed , and l e f t  . 
H o s p i ta l  i n  p r i v a te  c a r .  .

I n  d is c u s s in g  t h i s  r e p o r t  w ith  D r. R ev in g to n , th e  Docto r 
s ta te d  t h a t  th e  s p in a l  f l u i d  was n e g a t iv e  an d  th a t  b lo o d  ’.T asser- '
manna f a i l e d  to  show any in d ic a t i o n  of S y p l i s .  .R eving tcn  was asked  
w h eth er o r  n o t  a S y rin g o m y e lia  (S p in a l  -Cord Ifiigjioa.} was fo u n d .
R ev ing ton  s ta te d  t h a t  i t  was d o u b t fu l  and had  n o t been d e te rm in ed  
by th e  ex am ina iio iK  And f u r t h e r  t h a t  n o th in g  e l s e  had  been shown 
to  show t h a t  • B B B ^ ’i l l n e s s  was due to  any o th e r  cause  th a n  Lead 
p o is o n , and t h a t  t h i s  was in d ic a te d  by  a  m arked Lead L ine i n  th e  
gums a t  th e  t im e  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  ex am in a tio n , b u t th a t  t h i s  Lead .
L ine had s in c e  c le a re d  u p , and was n o t now p r e s e n t . He a ls o  la y s  
consid e r a b le ; s t r e s s  on th e  d ro p p in g  o f t h e  w r i s t s .  R ev in g to n  s t a t e s  
tha i.U *^B H p l w ife  in fo rm ed  him th a t  was g row ing  more a b se n t
m inded e v e r y  day , and was a p p a re n t ly  lo s in g  h i s  m ind . And f u r th e r  
th a t  he does n p t e x p e c t th e  p a t i e n t  to  e v e r  g e t  w e ll ,  o r  may n o t o v e r 
a g a in  u se  h i s  l e g s .

T h is  c o n te n t io n  i s  n o t  h e ld  in  i t s  ent i r e t y  b y  D r. B ryan, 
who s t a t e s  th a t  he  e s p e c ia l l y  e x a m i n e d o n th e  a b se n t m inded­
n e s s  p h a se , and found him e n t i r e l y  norm ^^T He s t a t es  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  no in d i c a t i o n  o f  a tro p h y  in  th e  l im b s , t h a t  th e re  does a p p e a r  to  
be c o n s id e ra b le  w eakness, w hich m isfit be cau sed  by la c k  o f  u s e ,  th e  
p a t ie n t  b e in g  i n  bed mo s t  o f  th e  tim e f o r  s e v e r a l  mo n th s. Nor does 
D r . B ryan b e l iè v e  t h a t  i s  p e rm an en tly  d isa b le d ^  He d id  n o t
exam ine a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f th e  i l l n e s s ,  and in  so  f a r  a s  h i s
exam inat io n  g o es th e r e  was no in d ic a t io n  o f th e  Lead L in a , and 

p re s e n t  c o n d i t io n  cou ld  w e l l  be t h e  r e s u l t  o f  so m eth in g  
y e t  u n d e f in e d .;  D r. B ryan does n o t  th in k  th a t  th e  sm a ll  am ounto f 
t e t r a e t h y l  le a d  i n  Good G u lf  G a so lin e  cou ld  have p ois o n e d ^ J ^ B ^  
and e s p e c ia l l y ; s o  in  a s  s h o r t  a space o f  t im e . As t o th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  a S y r in g o m y e lia , D r. B ry an ’ s M ed ica l d ic t io n a r y  g iv e s  t h i s  a i lm e n t  
a s  " ‘ffumor o f th e  S p in a l  Cord" and does n o t g iv e  p o ison  o f  any  c h a ra c te r  
in c lu d in g  Lead P o is o n , .a s  th e  c a u se .;

D r. B ryan f u r t h e r ’s t a t e s  th a t  ; th e  w eakness o f  th e le g s  may 
be due to  a  d is e a s e  o f  th e  n e r v e s ,  b u t  s a y s - th a t  i t would r e q u i r e  
a N e u ro lo g is t  to  d e te rm in e  t h a t .  He s t a t e s  t h a t  D r. Rev in g to n  i s  
p r im a r i ly  a -S u rg e o n .. And t h a t  h e , h im s e l f ,  I s  a g en e ra l  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  
and h a s  n o t  -s p p c ia l l i z e d  in  n e rv o u s d i s o r d e r s .  Dr.- B ryan i s  n o t  
im p ressed  w i th j th e  c o r r e c tn e s s  o f  D r. R e v in g to n ’ s  or i g i n a l  d ia g n o s is  
o f  Lead P o is o n . On in q u i r y ,  I  le a rn e d  t h a t  t h i s  C ity  d o es n o t 
su p p o r t a  re c o g n iz e d  N e u r e lo g is t ,  b u t t h a t  D r. C has. R. Thomas,
M ed ica l A r ts . B d i ld in g , and Dr. A lex  S tew ard  a re  c on s id e re d  th e  le a d in g  
n e rv e  s p e c i a l i s t s .  .

- B very e f f o r t  was made t o  o b ta in  a copy o f th e  H o sp i ta l  R e p o rt,
h u t  t h i s  man. d e n ie d , how ever, I  was r e m i t t e d  t o  make memory from  th e  
r e p o r t ,  and th e  in fo rm a t io n  shorn  above g iv e s  a l l  of  th e  s a l i e n t  f a c t s .  
I n s o f a r  a s  t h i p  ex am in a tio n  w en t, th e re  i s  no ev id en ce  o f le a d  p o iso n ,"  
b u t t h i s  ex am in a tio n  does n o t go f a r  enough to  Trove t h a t  i t  i s  n o t ’ 
le a d  p o iso n  i n ' t h e  ey es o f  a  ju ry  who would be ie d  to  b e l ie v e  th a t  
what m ight, n o t  a f f e c t  one man, may have a d ead ly  re s u l t  upon .a n o th e r , 
and I  th in k  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a re  in  a c c o rd , th a t  th e p h y s ic a l  . .
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re a c t io n ' o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  to  a ,g iv e n  su b s ta n c e  raust be .c o n s id e re d , 
f a t h e r  th a n  th e  g e n e ra l  e f f e c t s  on p e rso n s a s  a w hole, in  a l lo w in g  dam ages.

The absence  o f  s t i p u le d  b lo o d  c o l l s ,  s le e p le s s n e s s  and 
h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  w ould in d ic a te  th a t  th e re  i s  no s e rio u s  le a d  p o iso n . .
At th e  t im e -o f  th e  e x a m in a t io n , no a n a ly s is  o f  th e  f a c e  was m ade.
Your a t t e n t i o n  i s  c a l le d  to  p u b l ic  H e a l th  B u l le t in  Ho, 163 (1926 ; 
a re p o r t  o f  a  Com m ittee headed by D r. ’.7.H*Hbwell, on th e  f in d in g s  
of t h i s  com m ittee a f t e r  a s tu d y  o f  252 i n d i v i d u a l s , 57 of whom were 
-csrage w o rk e rs  s u b je c te d  to  p o s s ib le  lo a d  .( t e t r a et h y l )  p o iso n  o v er . ■ .
p e r io d s  a n o ro x im a tin g  two y e a r s .  T h is group o f  57 men a l l  showed 
S t ip p le d  b lo o d  c e l l s ,  and le a d  s to ra g e  i n  xhe. f a c es .-  T h is  com m ittee , 
a f t e r  many t e s t s ,  d e c id e d  upon th r e e .m a jo r  t e s t s  t ha t  i t  was hoped l
would y i e l d  q u a n t i t i v e  d a te  o f  an o b je c t iv e  c h a r a c te r ,  a s  an in d e x  j
o f  le a d  in g e s t io n  o r a b s o r p t io n ,  th e s e  w e re , th e  amountof le a d  i n  
xhe f a c e s ,  th e  number o f  s t i p p le d  r e d  c e l l s  and  m easurem ents o f  
th e  s t r e n g th  o f  th e  e x te n s o r  m u s c le s 'o f  th e  fo re a rm. B'ne r e p o r t  
s t a t e s  th a t  the- f i r s t  two m ethods y ie ld e d  r e s u l t s  o f  p o s i t i v e  v a lu e , 
w h ile  th e  l a s t  was p r a c t i c a l l y  n e g a t iv e  so f a r  a s  th e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
was c o n c e rn e d .

3'rom t h i s  you w i l l  n o te  th a t  D r. Bev in g to n  la y s  c o ns id e ra b le  
s t r e s s  on th e  w eakness o f  th e  fo re a rm , o r  w r is t  d rop p in g , a s  an 
in d ic a t io n  o f  le a d  p o is o n , w hereas th e  above com m ittee sa y s  i t  i s  o f  
n e g a t iv e  v a lu e . The two m e th o d s .found  o f  g re a te s r tuv a lu e  by th e  
com m ittee , were n o t r e s o r te d  to  in  th e  b a se  o f  i n  the one
in s ta n c e ,  t h a t  o f  f a c e s  a n y l i s i s ,  and in  th e  o th e r , he showed no 
S t ip p le d  c e l l s .  A l l  o f  th e  57 man above m en tioned  showed S t ip p le d  
c e l l s  to  a more o r l a s s  d e g re e .

A f te r  t h i s  in fo rm a t io n  was o b ta in e d , I  in te rv ie w e d  H arg rav es 
and in fo rm ed  him  t h a t  o u r Company was in c l in e d  to  d e fen d  any s u i t  • 
t h a t  he m igh t b r in g ,  b u t t h t  they  m igh t bo w i l l i n g  to  s e t t l e  o r  
a d ju s t  th e  n a t t e r  f o r  an amount a p p ro x im a tin g  th e  co s t  o f such 
d e fe n s e , t h a t  we f a i t ,  i n  v iew  o f th e  in fo rm a t io n  at  hand t h a t t h e r e  
was no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i n  th e  demand, we doub ted  th e  f a c t  t h a t ^ H ^ ^ I ^ .  
was a  v i c t im  o f le a d  p o is o n , and i f  s o , c e r t a i n l y  no t  a s  a r e s u l t  
o f  t e t r a e t h y l  le a d  in  G u lf G a so lin e , t h a t  we were p re p a re d  to  show 
th a t  le a d  p o iso n  was a c c u m u la t iv e , and t h a t  th e  q u an t i t y  o f le a d  in  
G.G. G a so lin e  was so  sm a ll , and th e  t ia e ^ J jM ^ w a ts  su b je c te d  to  i t  
was o f  so s h o r t  d u r a t io n ,  t h a t  th e  e n t i r e m s m i^ r  i n so f a r  a s  we were 
co n cern ed  was an im p o ss ib le  h y p o th e s is .  H a rg rav es wou ld  n o t  name 
a f i g u r e  on w hich he co u ld  recommend a s e t t le m e n t  and
s u g g e s te d  t h a t  .1 a s c e r t a i n  th e  amount th e  Company w ould c o n s id e r  
i t  w ould c o s t  to  d e fen d  th e  s u i t ,  and r e p o r t  back  to  him  w i th in  
a re a s o n a b le  le n g th  o f t im e . T h is  s u i t  c a n  n o t be b r ou ^ i t  f o r  t r i a l  
b e fo re  th e  n e x t Septem ber te rm  o f c o u r t .

H a rg ra v e s  l a t e r  c a l l e d  me and a d v ise d  th a t  two o th e r p e rso n s  
h a d v is i te d  h i s  o f f i c e  r e l a t i v e  to  t e t r a e t h y l  le a d  po iso n  c a s e s  i n  
vrhieh ou r company was in v o lv e d . He s a id  he d id  n o t  w ant to  f i l e  th e  

s u i t  i f  i t  co u ld  be s e t t l e d . 'o th e r w is e , as t o  do so  m igh t 
p r e c i p i t a t e  a f lo o d  o f  su ch  s u i t s .  I  do n o t ta k e  t ha t  s ta te m e n t 
s e r io u s ly ,  and th in k  i t  was made to  h a s te n  m a t te rs  in  th e  W tttB  e a s e .

I f  I  may o f f e r  an o p in io n  h e r e ,  I  would say  t h a t  t hi s  case 
i s  one w ith  v e ry  l i t t l e  m id d le  g round, i t  i s  e i t h e r,v e r y  d angerous 
and sh o u ld  be s e t t l e d ,  o r  sh o u ld  be d e fn d ed  by. a b le c o u n c i l ,  i t  may 
be p o s s ib le  t o ’/  d e f l a te  H a rg ra v e s  id e a  o f  v a lu e s  and e f f e c t  a re a so n ­
a b le  s e t t l e m e n t ,  even  i f  s u i t  I s  f i l e d ,  b u t I  am of th e  o p in io n  
t h a t  he w i l l 'h o l d  o u t f o r  a  sum in  ex c e ss  o f one th ou san d  d o l l a r s .

U n le ss  a m ore re a s o n a b le  s e t t  
p o s s ib le  w ith  th e  developem ent o f  now 
th e  employment o f  Tatum A nderson and T 
p ro v id e d  Byron T a tu m 's p e rs o n a l  s e rv ic  
r e c a l l  Byrum Tatum h a n d le d  o u r d e fen ce  
one y e a r  ag o , and was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  ge 
Company, a s  w e ll as  a ju r y  v e r d ic t  f o r  
who w ere c o -d e fe n d a n ts , in  th e  f a c e  of

lam en t could be h ad , and such i s  
in fo rm a t io n , I  w ould recommend 
atum , A tto rn e y s  o f  C h a ttan o o g a , 
es cou ld  be h ad . You w i l l  

in  the D .T .L ig h t case h e re  abou l 
t t l n g  an i n s t r u c t i o n  fo r  th e  

our s e rv ic e  s t a t i o n  a t te n d a n ts ,  
c o n s id e ra b le  od d s.

..i

Y ours v e r y  t r u l y ,

KE 0011487


