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Ethyl  Gasol ine Corporat ion
C h r y s l e r  Building 

135 Ea s t  42nd St r e e t

N E W  YORK December 25, 1931

I N T E R -O F F I CE
CO R R E S P O N D E N C E

Dr. R. A. Kehoe,

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

. Attached hereto is copy of letter from Mr. Hewson
dated September 25th, together with copy of my reply of the  
28th and copy of his later letter of December 18th, all with  
regard to the shipment of a few drums of Ethyl Aviation Fluid  
to Whiting. In the old days when this point had a drum instal­
lation of course it was easy to include a number of containers  
of Aviation Fluid in carload lots but now that they have changed  
to a tank car installation, there is no way of getting the Aviation  
Fluid to them except in individual shipments which only constitute  
a few drums a month, fie have been insisting that they take these  
drums by express rather than less than carload and they object  
to this expense, as you see by the correspondence.

There is no dopbt that the railroad company will  
accept these drums for less than carload shipment and assume risk  
of loss and breakage and they could probably be influenced to give  
them special handling but in the normal course of events these drums  
would be discharged from one car to another at junctions, and would  
probably be loaded in cars with other general commodities, including  
at times, foodstuffs. Personally, I don't like to see us break  
down our rigid rule against less than carload shipments but there  
is no doubt that the express shipments are costly to them.

Before attempting to answer their letter I would like  
to receive your further comments on this situation.

Very truly yours,

N 5463
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C O P I

STANDARD OIL COMPANY 
(Indiana)

910 SOUTE MICHIGAN AVENUE

CHICAGO, Dec. 13, IS51.

Shipment of Aviation 
Ethyl Fluid

Mr. A. IS. Mittnacht,
Ethyl'1 Gasoline Corporation, 
1S5 E. 42nd St.,

New York, N. Y.

Dear Sir:

Referring to your letter of Sept. 23th advising 

that under a ruling of your Medical Department smal l shipments 

of Aviation Fluid should be shipped by express rath er than 

by l.c.i. freight, this on account of rough handlin g that 

freight shipments are put to at junction points.
. ^

As you know, ail of our fluid for Whiting is novr 

being shipped in tank cars and, therefore, the aviation fluid 

that they need must go forward by express and the express charges 
run very high.

CO

Vie have gone into this matter with our Traffic 

Department who state that Ethyl Fluid can be shippe d via local 

freight and the railroad company will accept the sh ipments; 

they, of course, assuming all risk of loss and brea kage. Under 

these circumstances, is it not possible for you to furnish us ihe 

aviation fluid in special drums, or make arrangemen ts with the 
railroad company on these small shipments to give t hem special 

handling, as we, of course, would like" to save the ex pense of ex­

cessive express charges that we are now compelled t o pay on these 

shipments?

Will you please go into this matter and let us 
hear from you and also advise us if this question c omes under 

a ruling of the Federal Medical Authorities, or whe ther it is a 
ruling of your own Medical Department.

Yours truly,

IHGorcion/MF
J. F.  HEWSON (3)



C O P Y

Et hyl  Gasol ine Corporat ion
Chrysler Buileino 
135 East  42*2» S tkekt

l Ì E W ^ Ò B K  September 28, 1951.

Mr. J. F. Hewson,

Standard Oil Company (Indiana), 

910 South Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, 111.

Dear Mr. He?rson:

Replying to your letter of September 25th, the 

ruling of our Medical Department to the effect that  shipments 
of a small number of drums of ETHYL fluid in less t han car­
load lots is not in printed form but it is consider ed by them 
that this method of shipment creates a health hazar d and they 

have therefore advised us that it is their recommen dation that 

it not be permitted. '

ETHYL fluid drums shipped in less than carload 

lots of course are handled by freight handlers at j unction 

points and it is not an uncommon practice for them to bump these 

drams against the sides of the car, the loading pla tform, or 

probably, in some instances, to let them drop a dis tance of a 

few feet, all of which might cause leaks to occur. Furthermore, 

there is no possible way of regulating what commoditi es are 

carried in the same car. In*one instance of a less than carload 

shipment, some bottles to be used for pharmaceutica ls were loaded 
in the same car. A substantial portion of a drum of  ETHYL fluid 

leaked out drenching the cartons of bottles and the  corks. No 

one found out what had caused this damage until the  shipment of 

bottles had. been unloaded at a seaboard terminal a nd were on . 

their way on a ship to the Gulf. The matter was fin ally called 

to our attention and the bottles had to be destroye d under the 

direction of our own staff. This is just an example  of what might 

occur.

Very truly yours,

C:C

FA
"N 5463.02



STANDARD OIL COMPANY 

(Indiana)
910 South Michigan Avenue

CHICAGO, Sept. 25, 1831.

G 0 P I

Mr. jrL  m jIj • ¿li t una cn a ,
Ethyl Gasoline Corporation, 

loo E.. 42nd St.

Nei™ YorK, N. Y. •

Dee,r Sir.:

As you kno-.v, we 'have from time to time been -ord er-

ing small shipments 

been advised by you 

shipments could not

of Aviation' Fluid shipped to Whiting and have 

that due to a ruling of your Medical Department, 

be made via local freight, and as Whiting are

now getting all of their fluid in tank cars it is n ecessary for us

to have shipments made by express.

We have no record of receiving a copy of this rulin g 

and will appreciate your sending us two or three of  these for our 

file. *

NHGordon/MF

Yours truly,

J. F. Hewson (S)

0000578

f N 5463.03
;|ÉM , _,_____ _____ _


