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Stadistical Department Report {or the Period July | to September I, 1955,

R. R, Quigglse.
Details of the 1954 Wiscaasin State Fair Hearing Survey are described.

A Use of publications by members of the Sabcommittes and the research staff is
appended,

Occupational Deafaess. Medical, Medicolegal, sad Compensation Aspects and Constructive
Approach to Problems. A. [. Goldaner. Arch. Ind, Health 12,

Io general the followiag industries are apt to have a noise hazard: (1) metal
industries, especially in the (abrication and shaping of metal; (2) poeumatic tool employ.
meats; (3) spiacing aad weaviag; (4) railroad tracsportation and repair shops; (5) aviation;
aad (6) telepbone. There is no single sumerical value below which noise exposure could be
considered as harmless, but the gross classification of noisy industries, s simple observa-
tion ou audibility of conversation, the charactar snd type of exposure, aad the clizical ob.
servation of impairment in large groups of workers, should be more thaa adequate to estab-
lish the presence of & noise hazard {in the absence of specific criteria. The clinical picture
of occupational deafuess is discussed at length, The medical and compensation aspects are
of the most concern, Problems agsociated with the New York compensation law are discussed.
Experieace in that state and others have demonstrated that the measures that have been adopted
are temporary aad will be changed when sufficieat evidence and expericace have beena accum-
ulated, The ultimate goal is the eradication or minimization of hearing impairment due to
excessive industrial noise. Regulation of hours of exposure, with yrovisions for periods of
recovery of the inner ocar, elimication of coufined spaces, use of ¢ar protector, snd elimia-
ation of vibratioa in machinery are important festures of 2 program designed to eliminate oc-
cupational deafness, ’

The examioation of workers with long expasure presents a serious economic problem
to employers. On the other hand, if the discovery of hearing loss {s oot made with the employ-
er's cooperation, it may be made through less desirable scurces. Insurance campaanies, legis-
lators, unionists, employers, aad compensation boards caa do the most to effect measures
which would permit evaluation of these employees. Another question is what type of worker
should be hired, how he can be protected against (urther loss, and how the employer caa be
protected agaiost unwarraated claims. The workers with established occupational deafness
or with established conductive deafness are not poor Tisks il their deafnoss does not progress.
The worker with damasged cardrums is & paor risk, aad elderly persoas should be employed
with caution. Ia the ares of evaluation of established occupational deafnaess for claims purpose,
the utilization of the services of an otologist experieuced ia the evaluation of compensable in-
juries will save large sums of money.

Asphyxia {rom ea Lack ia Undergrouad Workiags., A. Stokly.
Arch, Gewerbepathol, Gewerbehyg, ‘3 584500 iHSS). Germaan.

3,

This peper glves some technical details of the construction of shafts azd adits
required {or the purpose of hydroelectric power (nstallations and records the circumstaaces
under which a warker lost his life, owing, it is believed, to oxygen lack in an underground
shaft, Same other similar cases are described and discussed in considerable detail, Clinical
particulars are also given of cases in which {llaesses sul{ered by workers were regarded as
attributable to the same cause. The evideace on which the diaguosis of asphyxia due to oxygen
lack was baged ia described, It ts belleved that the oxygen was reduced to a dangerously low
level through biological oxidation, as rotting wood is knowun to take up oxygen. The need for
taking all precautions and for adequate lnscruction of workers in the practical use of oxygea
Apparatus is stressed, -- Bull, Hyg.

Some Cases of Microtracmatic Arthritis of the Elbaw of Workars Who Had Never Haadled
Pueumatic Tools. E. Guysaat aad R, M. Ducauquis, '
Arch. maladies profess. 16, 234.236° (1955). Freach,

Four lastances are quoted of men who through physically active lives, f(ollowing
such occupations as road-makiag and savvy.work, had subjected their elbow joigts to repeated
efforts which must have been traumatic; but they had aever used paeumade tools. X-rays
disclosed that their elbows exhibited lesious similar to thase who have been attributed to the
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