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LITVIN PO T Y YR

Xovember 1, 1972

Mr. GCersld £. Devict

Chief, Industrial Eyglenist
OWEINS-CORXIXGC FIBERCLAS CORIORATIOE
Yiberglas “overs

Toledo, Ohie 43659

Desar Xr. Davitt:

Prasented herevith are three copies of a report summarizing
the results of the industiial hygiene survey conducted at
vour pliant in Berlin, New Jersey on Septamber 14, 1972 by
Mr. Paul Carlson and the undersigned.

The folloving commants are based on observations and neas-
wrements made by field tezm during the survey and reprea-

sent theilr overall {mprecsions of the plant. Particular
areas o vhich 2 need exists for ei{ther {mplementation of
corrective neasures or further insastigation have been roted.

1. Comparison of noise measurements vwvith rurrent
Occupational Safety and Health standards (ndf-
cste that a potential exists for overexposure
of workers to noise near the SID cylinders
{(ses Table IV). A comprezhensive hearing con-
servation progranm should be impliomented.

2. Total dust corncentrations rarged from 2.2 te
64.4 -;/K3 in those arsas of the plaut studied.
The Occupational Safety and Health standard
of 15 mg/X3 for toctal nuisance dust concentra-
tions was exceeded at most vork stations (sae
Table I).

3. The concentrations of airborne fibrous mate-
r{al greater thaa 5 micrometers in length

vere found to be less than 5 fibers per milli-
liter. One of the five sanmples evaluated for
f{ber corcentraticn {ndficated a level in
axcess of the 2 fi{bers/ml standard intended
for use by 1976.
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4. The exposures of batch fleor operators to

3.
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sf{iiceous dust were feund to be withis
acceptable liwits based on the determina-
tior of free silice contenr of cthe dust
(oese Table 1I).

A single short~term semple collected during
a velding operation ({ndicated concentra-
tions of irom oxide of 16.2 ng/H3 and total
dust of 40.0 mg/M3. Although these rezults
may not be representative of the vorkers'
8-hour time-wveipghted average exposure, thev
do ind{icate a need for control of dusts and
fowmer generated by wvelding.

Comparisoa of heat stress meassurements made
at the SID cylinder srea with the current
proposed ACCIHR threshold limit valus (WBGT
iadex) indi{cates that a 257 wvork - 752 rest
reginent is appropriate for the light wvork
loads which characterize this areca.

Tha exhaust {an on the number & pre-hardner
ventilatfon hood was not vorking allowing
hot gases snd mist to escape into the adja-
cent vork area. It vas understood that the
lubricant used for the shaft perfodically
dries out or degrades cauvsing the shzaft to
"fresze." A lubricant which is compatible
with the gases and mists evolved by this
oparation should be used.

Yery tculy yours,

- /(

i

ussel L. Hit:kc
Industrial Aygienist
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