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Subject: Telc Dust Exposures --- Permissible Occupetionzl E:xncsure Linmit-

This nemo will clarily issues regarding rermissidble occupztional exposures Lo
tale dust vhich ic of recnirable size dimensions. Previois indusirial hyziene
studies done et the Saline Plant errcneously classillied esbestos-Tree tale oo
o nuisance dust. We rezret this error on owr part, tut wich to emphasize that
tclcosis -=- the dust disease of the lungs resulting from excessive eiposures
te respirable tale -- is chronic in nature, that ic, the lenith of expesure to
recult in lun; scarring and {ibroslis normally is many years of almost daily
ouncsures to high dust levels. To reemphasize, asbestos-conteminated tele can
nresent occupational hazards, but asvestos-free talc should not be regerded es-
a benign moterial. It should be noted that the quelity ol tale used at Saline
is of the hiphest guality we have analyzed at all Ford plants; it is essentially
asbestos-Tree.

The permissible exposure limit, or threshcld limit value, for a bestos-free telce

is 20 mppef (millions of particles per cubic foot of breathing .one air). Thic is
celculated as an S-hour time-weighted average exposure to dust. As resp%rable

dust, {this closely sporoximates our recormended exposure level 7 3 mc/M (milligrams

of dust per cubic meter of breathing zone air), not 15 rnz/M° re: mmended for
nuisance dust.

Photocopies of pertinent exrticles are attached which may be of . .erest in

describing tele dust exposure hazards.

Roger L. Wabe ..
Senior Indust.:..l Hygilenist

Industrial Hy(.:ne Section
Employe Health 3ervices Department
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