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June 22, 1970

Rotert A. Kehoe, K.D.

Professor Imeritus cof
Occuptional ledicine

Eniversity of Cincinnati

Dept. of Environmentcl Health

Kettering Lavoratory

College of Medicine

Eden & Bethesda Avenue

Cincinnati, Chio 45219

Zear Dr. Xehoe:

LHZ-36 Lead Glazes for Dinnerware

Thank you very much for your letter of May 21 regerding the release of lead

from ceramic ware. I am sure that the recent publicity in "Good Houzekeeping"
magazine has stimulated considerable interest in this problem in the Health
Departments, not only in California by throughout the country. I gquite agree
that action should be taken in the way of rezulating imported pottery which
has shown, in the past, to ccceslionglly leach enormous quantities of leed upon
usee. (~ '
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At this time, cur program at Rutgers is endeavorirg to relate the ASTM test for
the extracticn of lead from glazes to actual use conditions., I feel that work
in this area is essential for the eventual establiskment of & reasor#ble stenderd
for the relecce fror glazes. At this time, T do not feel that your essistarce Is
needed since we &re onl; collecting nurmbers, however, when the murters sre in,
there will be a perlcd of cogitation concerning the appropriate standerd to te
chosen for reguletory purposes. 4% present, as you know, the U.3. Pectlters
sssceistion 1s recerrending a standard of 7 FRPM using the ASTM extraciicn method.
As far as I am concerned, this is a reaningless =tandard at this %ime. I the
relcase of lead under use conditions is anytking like 7 PPM, hovever, then I
veel 1t is far too high. In view of the work under way, I would thini that It
would be appropriate for us to call upon you for your recormendetions after our
current work has ended snd we are in the decisicorsmsikirg phase as to th
approprizte standard. We are working closely with the DA and will keep them

lcsely informed cf the progress of the current worke.

I am grateful for your offer to be of assistance and I am sure we will accept
in the near future.

Cincerely,
‘/}n
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~Jerome ', (ole, Sc. D.
Manager, Zavirommental Health
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