Novenber 15, 194l

Dr. Horris Pishbein

Journal of .nerican sedlecal Assocliglion
535 North Dearborm :treet

Chicsgo, Illinoils

Teur NDnotor Fishbein:

I am writing vou aboui the paper "Tetrasthyl lLesd Tolsone
ing, with Rejport of Caseg" by Philip Work und Regnar J. Ness,
benver, Coleorado that you mccepted for publication recently,
snd am comvmunicating with youw at the suggestion of Dr. J. Fo
Hammond, vith whom I discussed $his matter last wesk in your
cbusence from Chicego.

My reascng for commenting upon this pasper are three-folds

{1) Thare 1g a certain amount of nmizinformetion in the paper
thet should be correocted;

{2) Certain data of mine asnd Dr. Hehoe's were used without oux
consvent or acknowlsdgrent and more importantly, without our
corrent upon them and our interpretntion of thelr meaning;

(3) The infercnces that were drswn from our deta are, I bellievs,
erroneous #nd since our own date was risused in this fashion,

I fesl that the matter defisitely c2lls for some oomment end
setion,.

For your information, I will outline the menner in which
we beoene Interested in these ceseés and the way in whioh the
present situation arose. ' '

In February 1941, we were called by Dr. R. J. NHess of
Denver, for advice on the treatment of a ouse of tetraethyl
laad intoxlcation which was presumsd to haeve srisen during
the course of oporations involving the blsnding of tetruethyl
iecad with gasoline. %o have had reaponsibility for the
hyglionie supervision of men sngeged in blending opaxrations
and have previously reported (in the Journal of Industrial
Pygiene) on the stats of health of over 2,000 men so angaged.
Since there hus never been a case of lead polsoning or even
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Dr. forris Fishbein - (2) - Hovember 15, 1941

a measurable incresse in lead exeretion ia that group of
men, we were very tsuch interested in what seomed to be an
unusual oircumstance and went to Denver for the purpose of
assisting with this case and of ascertaining the fuctsa.
while thers, wo learned that this case of pulisoning had
gome about an the result of the operstion of a small boot-
leg msnuraoturing nlant and that a number of other
individuzls hnd boon exposed during its opsration. Ve
errznged %o oxanrine the remainder of the employeas, which
exanination I csrried out in Dr. Hess' office. To my
tnowledge, r. ¥ork 4id not sse these cases, although he
was the neurolegie consultent om the original cuse und
assisted Dr. Hess in thet natlentts nansgeprsnt throughoub
the course of his illness.

¥Foilowing oy return to Cirneoinnatl, Ur. Heas exorsssed
the wish to presgent these cades to Lhe students at the
Hedieal Jehwool und to the County Hedlesl Zociety. We were
heartily in accord with this 4des and sent Dpr. less all of
our c¢linicel resords und snalyticsl data, together with
cartain interprstations, Hince the case reports and
znalyticel data were our own, we axprassed our desire at
that time to see end review any nmrterisl that might he
rrepared for publication,

ATter the nateriel hsd been used {or presentetion by
Dr. Hess, Lt was some time later turnsd over to Dr., Vork,
who prepured the paper thut you now have, Ve did not see
this peper, nor to py knowledge ({14 Dr. Nesa see it in 1ts
Tinished form until a copy was sent him after 1t had been
scecapted for publication, I mentlon this lebter fzot to
you merely to polint out that though Dr, Hess® neme is on
the paper, what I have to say both above and sudbseguently
ought not be tsken as criticlam or reflection In sny way
upon Dr, Hess! position in this nmatter. e has been and
is most cooporative, and in fect placed in our hands his
cony of the paper as soon as feasible after rscelving it.

You csn sgee that the manner in which this thing
devaloped has created a very unfortunate situstion. It is
not the matter of oredit that concerns us, but I have a
very strong reasction sgeinat what is cobwvious misuse of
data. There are minor polnts of error. The principal
aberration which may be of algnificencs, partiocularly from
the medicolegal »oint of view, i1s the last conoclusion in
whioch the staterent is made that organic lead intoxication
rieny produce pernsnent clinicel residus. Setting aside for
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the moment the origin of date in the paper, I should like
to point out that the patient was discharged from the
hospital, improved, but not recovered, in April, &nd that
Dr, Workt's last examination was in July. Considering the
seriousness of the man's illness and the nature of hia
exposure, it would not be expeoted that he would meke 2
elinical recovery in that short period of time., By no
streteh cof resson would one be justified In considering
any lealiog or funations) disturbance that persisted for
cnly Tour Months after a serious 1llness as belng, of
necessity, & perasaent oliniecal residuum. Our experlence
Lkas shewn thot clinical symptoms mey persist until the
lead content of blood end excreta have resumed substan-
tislly normal levels,

In point of faeu, Y exexined this paiient in conpany
with Dr. Ness on Tussaay, November U, una found ro
evidenos of organis residus or of nental impairnent. Yie
are at the present {ime securing samples from this men
and will heve further information on the axtont of his
racovery chemiocully.

wAithout regerd to sny of the foregoing sonsiderations,
a Turthey point ithat ruat ba nede, namely, that the
exposurs of this patient was not Jdue to organioc lead conme
rounds nlisne, but there was in sddition, serdious =nd
signirficnnt lead exposure to inorguanic lead compounds in
thbe form of dust and lead fumss, While one oould rot gay
that thess alone would be adequete to cavse an enocephal-
opethy, vet the severe expeosure to inorganic leed com-
rounds nrade this case atypleel !n its bohavior, as was
noted on cur exunination records, It is well exieblished
thet permensnt residua nay follow eoncephalopathy from
fnorgenio lend compounds, but in none of our ceses of
organic lead intoexiontion have theore bheen organio
seguslze, Gince this patient had both types of exposuro
cof considareble nagnitude, it is quite apparent thet
sorme type of loglenl tour de foree 1s necesaary to permit
of the last concluaion,

I have labored these points and gone into the faocts
vwith considerable frenlmess since we feel it is proper
to call upon you for advice as to procedure. ‘Were this
cntire difficulty merely & matter of internretation of
previously published results, it would not be at all
dirficult te express our opinlon in the forn of a letter
that could appear at ihe time of publicetion of the artlole,
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It 1s not so simple, however, and I belleve you osn well
reglize that the ascepe Of any letter that included all of
the fache wowld of necessity havs o involve some sintew
ment tict would Dcud Lo reflesct rather seriously upon the
aathors. I vould not llke to do that 1T & better way can
be found, It oocurs to us that aince the parpser has not
yot boen printed, it may bs possible to get the opinion
of a reviewer paorscnally aocguainted with this type of
intoxicsilion who could reconsider this pepor in 1isght of
the aomzantys *had ws have nmade,

We would lilkxe wedy nuob te be anyrized 2f your
reaadtioa. LL 13 nctessery fnr g bto 2 Sn Chiovago {rom
tins tn Lime und 1T you or Or. Haormond Peel that anything
oun e zaipnsd Ly furthsr discusaian, I gheall nake it a
point to be thers some time whasn you are svailenls.

Tary truly Fours,

Guliwy F3llard agnl @, e i
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