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. July 6, 1977

¥r. S. John Byington .
Chaitman :
Conpuncr Product Safety Commicsieu
1750 "K' Streoct, K. W.

w.shing;an. D.C. 20036

Subject: Anbostoc ~ Spackline Compound

Dear Cheirman Bylngtcu:

In the staff report pracented to the Cormicsion at your maeting on
June.30, two isgues were diccussed on which I would like to comseat.

The iasues were:

1. A definition of concumer packaging as differentiated
from an industrial siza package, and

2. The effective date of the ban,

*irst, I would like to pecint out that, on the date of your canocunced
ban on apackling compound containingy asbestos, we ceaced ucing asbestos
i{n our product and switched to a subdstitute.

We have also worked clocely with your contractor developing the environe

" ment £nd economic report on asbestos. In the coursa of our discussion

with your contractor, we focused on the iasues mentioned above and would
like to direcetly express our recommendations to you.

We support a total ban on-spackling compound containing asbectos without
rogard to the packaging pize, We pachkage our spackling compouad in both
one~gallon and five-gallon containevra, Althouph the coaller oize s

directed toward the "do-it~yoursalf” market, we have no way of palicing

" the salo of our five-rzllon coutainers and keeping those out of this

markot, A ban which diffcrcn:ia:cd the size of packaging would ba
difficult to enforce; and for that recasom, we do not recomnend you
nake thn baa effectiva to aiffcran: sizcs of containers,
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Tecause we no longer manufacture a spackling conmpound containing
2gdestos, we support the 180-day effective detec of the bza. Our
re-mis: compound results in a minizum cxposure which, based on
your asscarmznt analysis, presents an dnsigificant health hazavd.
Your risk asseasmant analysis was bascd on a fowse~day, cight-hiour
exposure which is not typilcal of the nonprofessional uce pattorns
in using fypsum board end aoplvm" joint coumpound., Tha one-timo
uscr iuv at the lowest end of the expusure curve.

A bauz of 180 days will provide sufficient timas for nny existing
{uventorics to be depleted and replaced with asbestos-fres spackling

ccapound.

Ve will continue to work with your contractor, and if we can provide
any direct information, plecase do mot hesitate to contact =,

. . ~ Yours very truly,

G' E.' ‘Jilson
Vice President

CLit/ew

be: Messrs. 0. E. Burch

C. T. Howlett, Jr, - Wash., DC Exec/Office

T. F. Hitchell - Wash,, DC ~ Exec, Office
T. E.-Withycombe
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