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[August 10, 1978 Substltutes for Asbestos Containing Materials

The recent suit won against Johns Manville by a shipbuilder
employee's family has caused some drastic regulations to be issued
relative to the continued use of asbestos containing materials.

Both John and Ken have the problem of determining if a pro-
posed substitute is safe and performs well enough to adopt as a
substitute for asbestos containing items essential in plant
operations.

As I understand John's assignment, he has to find and
approve substitute materials for use within the Mill Products
plants. I suggested he write MRD's general director for assistance
in a routine screenxng of substitutes. I further suggested that RMC
should be adamant in insisting that vendors furnish all safety
documentation relative to their products.* A performance screening
is relatively easy; a safety appraisal will not be easy or certain.
I also mentioned that asbestos fiber hazard may be its physical
form, so that any similar fiber may be just as dangerous, be it
wood, glass, rock or kaolin.

In the meanwhile, Ken has some samples that he is forwarding
to me, since there is no practical way for his plant to evaluate them.

W,

*Note the attached OSHA "Material Safety Data Sheet," executed
by a vendor.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABCR
Occupational Safety and Health Administration

MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET

Form Aporaved
OMS No. 44-R11387

Required under USD.L Safety and Health Regu!ations for Ship Repairing,
Shipbuilding, and Shipbreaking (29 CFR 1915, 1916, 1917)

SECTION |

MANUFACTURER'S NAME ~

REX ROTO CORPORATION

EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NO.
313-624-~-1538

CHEMICAL NAME AND SYNONYMS

Articles made of Alumina Silicate Fibers

ADORESS (Number, Street, City, State, and ZIP Code,
1109 Decker Bsrl. Walled Lake, Michigan 48088

TRADE NAME AND SYNONYMS

"Pyrolite"

Oy roflex"

| ERASE BRides

FORMIUApprox . 50% A1,0, 50%, SIO,

SECTION Il - HAZARDOQUS INGREDIENTS

PAINTS, PRESERVATIVES. A SOLVENTS | % | "LV ALLOYS AND METALLIC COATINGS % |
PIGMENTS SASE METAL
CATALYST ALLOYS
VEHICLE METALLIC COATINGS
SOLVENTS DS COATING OR CORE FLUX
ADOITIVES OTHERS
OTHERS
HAZARDOUS MIXTURES OF OTHER LIQUIDS, SOLIDS, OR GASES % | (W
NA
. SECTION 11l - PHYSICAL DATA
BOILING POINT (°F.) NA SPECIFIC GRAVITY (H0°1) Absolute 2.53
VAPOR PRESSURE (mm Hy.) NA | B vaiome e TIee NIk
VAPOR DENSITY (AIRe1) NA fv maaalisilastty NA
SOLUBILITY IN WATER NIL
APPEARANCE AND ODOR _ Fine White Fibers — No Odor
SECTION IV - FIRE AND EXPLOSION HAZARD DATA
FLASH POINT FLAMMASLE LiM Ll Usi
(Method used) None l IMITS e l.ﬁ Tl
EXTINGUISHING MEDIA NA
SPECIAL FIRE FIQHTING PROCEOURES NA
' UNUSUAL FIRE AND EXPLOSION HAZARDS A
TX TINER
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A .LCTION YV - hL/ st e o DAL

 THRESHOLO LIMIT VALUE

30 mp.p.p.c.f. (Nuisance PartlculaLe) i
e n
€FFECTS OF OYERIfatidA to skin and Mucous Membrane
— — (Mechanical in Nature)

e s LAGLS JCv AMO FIRST AIO 2ROCSOURES . .
e emove from Area. Wash Exposed skin w2 . «'m water & mild soap.

—° T Rinse eyes with copious quantities of wate:
SECTI. N VI - PEACTIVITY DATA
STABILITY UNSTABLE CONDITIONS TO AvoiD  avoid breathing dust

STABLE

x none
INCOMPATABILITY (Materals to avoid) nure

HAZARDOUS DECOMPOSITION PROQUC! .
. - none

. ] CONOITIONS TG AVOID
HAZAROOUS MAY OCCUR -

POLYMERIZATION

WiLL NOT OCCUR . x none

SECTION Vil - SPILL OR LEAK PROCEDUR"

STEPS TO BE TAKEN IN CASE MATERIAL IS RELEASED OR SPILLED

Routine C:=an Up

WASTE OISPOSAL METHOO Routine

SECTION VilI. - SPECIAL PROTECTION INFORMATION

RESP OTECTIO ]
IRATORY PR YO (Specify type) US Bureau of Mines Respirator for Mineral Dust

LOCAL EXHAUST SPECIAL
VENTILATION To Maintain ACGIH _TLV

MECHANICAL (General) OTHER
PROTECTIVE GLOVES . EYE PRO?FCT!ON

Desireable Desireable

OTHER PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT None Necessafy

* SECTION IX - SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS

PRAECAUTIONS TO BE TAKEN IN HANDLING ANO STORING

Maintain Airborm dust level below TLV_ for Nui wt.

OTHER PRECAUTIONS
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