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Referance 13 maz2 to fng Cosster 7, 1373 Federal Recaster (50 AR E0I5T),
whicn solicited corments fro” arizrestsc -i-T1Es CongeErning Lng sutlact
Advanced hotica of Frogsisd Suiz~iang, Transmitted nerewnith are cur ore-
1111r=ry COTmanTS 2 resarmg Ira rignt o submit addriional informatliz,
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2 =7 z2ddyttanal asbestos-reictzd inforrziie-.
1t 13 nazzd tnat EPA antizizates thas rest ashastos regulatory actis-,
it oan,, w1l ga taken trzer Te=sunn Bla) oFf T3CA. Tais Ssction s cancarn:s
WG the TegUIATION &7 anamical sdbstanzay

_nufacture:, proceszed, dizwri-
butad 1n commerce, used cr cisscsed.of. E9A suggests thel 1t may issue
regulations under Sactian 5{a; cf TSCA 1svaiving manufacture of new chemical
substances ar new usa of existing chem1ca1 subztanceg. e further note that
possible candidates Tor early regulatory action include cartain frictior
procucts, of unich breake 1inirss constituzz the largest single produst witnain
the fricticn proauct subcategery. OF these, EPA prsposes that autemobile and
Tight truch brake T-nings w131 be 1nitial candidates for analysis and
pessicle rulemaking. .

Ford Motor Comcany uses askastos-contaiaing materials 1n the form of
brake Tinings and othar frictien :rcdu ts a~ we11 ag gasket materials, and
1nsulating materials. Acti9ns era berag 1mitiated by Ford to 1nvestigate
asbestos substitutes in sealers and fiilers a3 well a2s in other products.
Altnough we are not in a positicn at this time to provide details, we may well
be able to address such mattars 1n early 1534,
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44 FR €0La. i velenuer iw, 1373

W1th respect to any regulaticns which arz to be davalcped, 1% 15
essential that adverse trmnacis an asbestos users be minimized. We agree with
EPA that mplementation schedules, if requirad, allagw far reasonable transitisn
to substitutes and orderly chase-cul of ashsstos processing equiprent.
Considering the present deqrzs af uncertainty concarning the relative hazarcs
of asbestos and 1ts potential substitutes, care must be taksn to see that any
action taken to force a substitutien for 2sczstos produce an assured health
benefit to balance tne kngwn socic-economic costs.

Peculiar to our 1ndustry is the fict trnak past rodel replacemenz
companents have to be supplied to censuvers Tar masy yaars after araduction
may have ended, [t follous therefores that any regulation ohasing cui asbesiss
components for motor vehigles be geared <0 a specific futurz model year ratner
than to parts manufacturad after a specific effective date. OFf major_concern
ars fricticn materials such as brake pads/limings and clutch discs. e belizse
that such past model parts shodlc ba exemst from any regulation phasing cut or
banrning asbestos products, If "grandfathering" werz not to be allsued, 2
monumental task of p2st mocel wehicle testirg and recartificaticn witn noi -
aspestos comnorents would be resuirad. Availability of past rodel repiacs—a :
parss for the consuring publiic must not te Jespardized by rsgulation.
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You hava indicated Tnat 1rfermaticn ans corrants provided & j Ford ar

hars undzr provisions 2f TSCA are to te fakan Into account by the Cins
Product Safety (Cermissicn, when tailering rasuests for information., 7
1
b ]

P

k]

e (]

degree this 1s done wa 2greg tnit the potential reparting burdens zn
should be reduced. This 15 pariicularly 1mportant when inforration €
under TSCA Secticn &(a} 15 1n1tiatad.
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Yours very trudy,
ot

A. B, Housta%, Hanager
Compliance and anwson pepartmar
Statianary Source

Environmental Control Office
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