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Dear Don

';I We are in recelpt of your letter of 19 Vovember transmitting
- subject correspondence originating from the Cnicago Paint,
Varnish & Lecquar Association.,‘

_Our cownents on ‘the prcposal for a federal paint label ng :
~act are made in the order of the questionu raised.,  We certainly
 should subseribe to the. promulgation of z federal labeling act
© . covering paint products insofar ss it shovld serve to insure
v uniformity of labeling. A warning label carz rying a sufficient
. statement of hazard, should circumvent further legislation from
being directed sPecifiCally to lead, which through the assiducus
efforts of the paint industry, has been sacrificed t5 appease:
~the pediatr+c societies and other do-gooders who- apparently
are not aware of the. reldtive toxicity of other compounds ’
'contained in palnts. o :

YWe would suggest answerlng the cumstions ralsed us follows'

"(a) The law hould annly to both retail and. 1ndustrial
containers. - The paint mamfacturer undoubtedly prefer tnat.
industrial containers not be labeled, since the federal law. -

. 'should encompass raw materials, The labeling of industrial -

’.containers is necessary if the 1aw 1is to prove worthwhlle.~ i

“(b) The law should apply to all substances tabulatec since
"in the non»sollds states all the tabulated *ngredienus Gt i
renr°sent varylng degrees of tox101ty. g e

"(c) Piv"ent proaucts of known toxicity should be included_&"’
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A-:. L.grediauts statenent is apnarently repulsura to the

paint marufacturer but. nonetheless, is needed 1f "the federal

., law is'to circumvent new lagislation and supplen't existing ‘
lzl:a“..g“ regulstions._‘ In general the ingrndients ‘statement

- feor tze'labeling of hazardous comounds can be restricted to
I the raxming of the toxic or hazardous compounds.. The padietric

acc.et.ies Sponsor ng lower regulatory groups will insist on a

‘naming of the. toxic compound ‘on"the basis of its necessity

- for rreseribing the prorer antidote. Um‘.‘ortunately the type

‘of lzbel that would sat;isfy the health department will not

nece@sarily satisfy existing state logislatlons that are

desizned .to classlfy quallty of product etc. sueh as Virginia

cr .n::i;—zna. , R v :

(a\ ‘Tre lat-e should 50601flcal;*r set fcrtn the pr cautionary

.. “labels or the desire ‘to obtain uniformity in labeling will

- undeubiedly be defeated. If a different precautionary” label

. is prescribed by the bovernmental agency for each and every

. toxiz compound or hazardous compound contained in the paint,
IR the zmmner of labels, even' though uniform for a given product,

= 31‘_ SR B t;recent a .Lnsu:muntable nroble'n for the paint nufacturer,

%e ’eLel rather strorcl,r that .u.fith the concurrence of the pair;t
iz::ms\trv. a simple label could be adopted: that would prove
acce**table to all rezulator‘r bodies, do-—szooders, etc.' Such 8"

Labe}. mignt be drafted as follows"

IJ\‘

ST "'1'&:.‘ e uontains hazardous cozﬂr-owmd . Should not be taken
' L » m:a*z:al 1y or used on- surt‘aces l"}aly to be chewpd by cn_leren. :

?mm 2 by Wt. ZnO - 35,q, noz - Zdv, etc. (+ypical 1abel
' snaliysis by weight) :
o ’”d cb.romate ne v v ‘
5 g ‘Fe Tre h,alize that this 15 ratner long-winded but falt that you
L R gyl want full comment in’ order that you can ‘rake tbe "BY‘IJ"
<o ‘:.:e association.- : : :

_‘ Vé_i’y trulf " :}'ou rs,

Paul hitford -




