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PCB's Insulate

N
1 am taking the Ilbmy of writing 1o
correct & stalement which appears in
the item "Momanto reduces sales”
(SN: /25, p. 69): “Monsanto will con-
tinue to soil Pac’s for use gs & lubricam
in transformers and for paints and ad-
hesives, the company said.”
Polychlorinnted  biphenyls, known
under the gencric namo of askarels, as
well a3 by various trade names, are pot
uncd as Jubricants bt as insulating
liquids. These compounds arc used for
various 1casona but cspeciolly becausz
. they are nonflammiable, wherens petro-
icum-base insulaling oils will, of course,
bura.
Samuel Sass, Libravian
William Stanley Library
Gencral Electric Co.
. Pinsficid, Mass.
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Pollution ‘Score’ .

Although ponution is one of the most serious issues
of the day m{b« y should sct up # football-lype |
scoreboard

for
Make the score 124, polluters

Our aide, Public, scored when
the Monsanio Company, only U.S,
producer of a group of environmeni.
ally persistant chemicals known to
chemists as polychlorinated biphen-
als, announced it is restricting pro- -
dnetion and tightening cantrols aver
their handling and disposal,

TCB's, as they are called for

- \ short, have been in ise for more
;i T3 than 40 years and have heen show- ¢

o N up with alarming regatarity in

{  tests on wildlife, In the tosts, PC's e

I were confused for some time with

SN T !
P : v DDT. The iwo resembie in tiwir
w o de duem.i  Chomieal structure,

The public omiery Jed o Mun.
DAN COOK sanlo’s action. It is commendable.
'nm chemical vnll no longer be used in “open systems.”
pdm nd 0 oy will be 1 ":M
lp.elluy & oﬂzer similor uems 1t be limited to
'cjosed systems’’ such as electrical transformers and capaci-

tors.
In this Jook at pollmim on the national scone, however,
the Pollutors still hold the lead on the basis of findings in the

Missirsippi River,
Other e cases siill are

The mumony resented on Aug. 26-27 before the Scnate

, Natura} Resources end Environ.

ment, a group chaired hy Michigan Senator Phillip A. Hort,

indicatos there's plerky batlle room for congressional heroes in
the war on pollution.

The testimony tends (o erase any beliei that meycury con

- tamination of our Jakes and sireams was a mare fiuke, 1t crases

the t that this was an isolated case of one meia) by-pro.
duu happencd to slip out the back door of industry. ,
subsiances such as lead and arsenic were discovered
dnmped into tve Mississippl.
Lead Found
Conscrvation News, an ed\n'auonul scrvice of the Nationai
Wildiife Fodt which the i proceed-

inge, labels it an “T ll-do-lwmn-you-uop-me" altitnde,

Almost 2% tons of lead is being discharged daily into i
lower Miasissippi botweon Baton Rouge and New Orleans, ac-
cording to tho report.

‘The Interior Depariment's Federal Water Quality Adnuini-
stration officinls have named the Ethy) Corperation (producer
of gasoline Jead additives) as the Jeading poliuter with lead.
Other firms have been indicted,

Dr. Horry of physiel of Dart-
moath Medical Schoel, uynuet the serlous natore of texie
metal pofiution.

“I must cmphasize,” he said, “that environmental polin.

!ion by toxic mchh 1s a much more serions and much more

jon by orpanic guch A
pesllcldu. waed Killers, sulfur dioxide., oxides of nitrogen,
carbon monoxide and other groas conmtaminants of air and wa.
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“The Importance of this prablem is iustrated by the fact
that rats and mice spending their lives in an environment con-
trolied as to metailic contamination live 20.25 per cont longer
than do anfmals in the oontaminaied environment of the usua)




