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In letter to Barry Castler.an, Center for Science in the Public 
Interest, dated Jan. 31 regarding CSPI call to ban use of 
asbestos cement pipe in drinking water systems (NEWS AND NOTES, 
1/21/74), EPA Administrator Russell E. Train wrote: "While 
prudence in the public interest supports our current enforce­
ment posture, the medical literature does not support nor refute 
the thesis that ingested asbestos fibers are harmful. Feeding . 
studies have utilized massive quantities of asbestos far in 
excess of those that may be present in water and, even then, no 
incontrovertible data has been obtained. There is no agreement 
among workers on the methodology to be used to examine samples 
for fibers and neither is there agreement concerning which 
fibers are medically important.... Thus, while it is generally 
accepted that industrial exposure to air-borne asbestos is harm­
ful, this cannot be said with certainty of exposure to ingested 
asbestos. As a consequence, there does not appear to be evidence 
to support the action you have requested".

In letter to Editor, Time magazine, following article in 
Jan. 28 issue, "Death From Dust", AIA/NA stated following:

"The article, rDeath from Dust*, January 28, 
describing conditions at an asbestos insula­
tion plant in Tyler, Texas, should not be 
viewed as reflective of the situation exis­
ting in the vast majority of asbestos manu­
facturing plants in the United States.

For many years, the industry has recognized 
the potential serious health hazards of ex­
cessive asbestos inhalation and has installed 
sophisticated control equipment and instituted 
improved work practices to reduce dust concen­
trations to acceptable levels so as to provide 
a safe and healthy working environment for 
industry employees. In addition, the asbestos 
industry throughout the world is conducting, 
sponsoring, or cooperating in extensive medical 
and technical research to 1a rr. ever, move about 
the health hazards of asbestos and the means 
for. their control."
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Opinion survey of more than 3,000 adults as representative 
sample of U. S. population conducted by Environmental 
Protection Aaencv revealed sewage treatment, industrial air 
pollution control, and solid waste improvement, in that order, 
as prime environmental problems. EP.V s Donut-' "'irector John ?. 
Quarles in recent Boston speech advised EPA's work in protect­
ing and improving the environment does not impince significant­
ly on energy crisis and is net being shaved dour by it. "Da ar 
in fact, moving ahead without breaking stride,'' b.e said. Pro­
posed EPA budget for 1975 includes request for increase of 
$215M to total of $731M in operating funds. .'lost of the 
increase will be spent on energy research.

Fourteen members of AIA/::.V s Technical Committee met in 
Newark, N. J., Feb. 6. The meeting was also attended 
by AXA/NA President John Marsh and Executive Director 
R. H. Mereness. Committee Chairman Ed .Fenner, Johns- 
Manville, reviewed present OSKA asbestos standard and 
parceled out assignments to Committee members for 
preparation of suggested revision of standard which 
will be submitted to OSHA later in year.

Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) filed suit last December in ' 
U.S. District Court claiming proposed EPA effluent standards 
for a toxic substance were inadequate and asked that 25 other 
substances, including asbestos, be considered. EDF was joined 
in suit by Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), National 
Audubon Society, and Businessmen for the Public Interest. No 
court action on suit has been""scheduled. Next public hearing 
on standards will be April 8.

Meeting was held Jan. 10 among officials of Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ), EPA, HEW, and Mount Sinai 
School of Medicine to prepare Federal recommendation to 
governors and mayors of states bordering Lake Superior 
regarding drinking waters. CEQ and EPA officials 
recommend asbestos levels in water supplies be reduced 
and that Federal Government provide financial assistance 
for development of treatment facilities. It is under­
stood recommendation is under review by Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) which must approve financial 
part of recommendation before further action can be taken.

Items of Interest enclosed:

- Letter to Editor, Cor.sumer 1 s Research, following 
article ir. Jan. 1974 issue entitled "Asbestos- An 

Ubicui to us Air Pollutant . . . " (see JL'AS AND NOTES, 
1/21/74) .

- "The Health o 
Workers of Qu
—* 1 r *7 A

Chrysotile Asbestos Mine and Mill 
boo". Arc h Environ !: n a 11 h Aro 1 28,
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2 8 January 1974

The Editor 
"Consumers Research"
Bowerstown Road 
Washington, New Jersey 078 82

Dear Sir:

The article on asbestos by Beatrice Trum Hunter in the ' 
January issue of Consumers Research contains some state­
ments and suggestions which should be clarified in the 
interests of reader information-

While it is recognized that the inhalation of excessive 
quantities of asbestos dust can be a serious occupational 
health hazard, both the National Academy of Sciences — 
in a report prepared for the Federal Environmental Pro­
tection Agency — and the International Agency for Research 
on Cancer, a division of the World Health Organization, 
have concluded that the general public is not at risk 
from inhaling the minuscule amounts of asbestos that have 
been demonstrated to exist in the ambient air. WHO further 
concluded that the available evidence does not indicate a 
hazard from ingesting the infinitesimal quantities of 
asbestos which have been found in water, food, or drugs.
A conference of more than 125 scientists from 13 nations 
meeting in Durham, North Carolina this past November to 
discuss possible risk to the general public from ingestion 
of asbestos reported no specific relatable conclusions.

With regard to so-called neighborhood and household cases 
of mesothelioma, it may be pointed out that in the huge 
chrysotile asbestos-producing region of Quebec, not a 
single case of mesothelioma has ever been discovered, 
despite intensive investigations, in the household of an 
asbestos miner or in the neighborhood of an asbestos mine 
or mill. In the United States, only four "household'’ 
mesotheliomas have been discovered. Literature is incon­
clusive as to the cause or causes of mesotheliomas.

Because of the long 
suras vh i.eh led
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the cases
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rage

ago at a time when neither the industry nor the medical 
profession knew very much about asbestos-related disease or 
the means for its control. Today, sophisticated dust control 
equipment and handling techniques virtually eliminate excess­
ive dust exposure attributed to asbestos-related disease.

It is not surprising nor should it be alarming that very 
snail quantities of asbestos are to be found in ambient air 
and water. Asbestos is ubiquitous in our environment. it 
exists naturally in small, though detectable, amounts in 
serpentine rock formations throughout the world and is 
constantly being released into the atmosphere through erosion 
by wind and water. Asbestos is natural to our environment 
and — as analysis of dated ice from the polar caps has re­
vealed — has been for thousands or even millions of years.
Man evolved into his present form in an atmosphere containing 
a natural background of asbestos, both in the air he breathed 
and in the water he drank. Today's atmospheric levels of 
asbestos are considered by the scientific community to be . 
only marginally higher than in the distant past, a fact not ■ 
to cause fear. .

In the case of asbestos-containing filters, research conducted 
by independent investigators and by the Food and Drug Admini­
stration has shown no correlation between the use of asbestos 
filters and the presence of asbestos fibers in the finished 
product. In fact, the FDA found that an asbestos filter is 
an excellent medium for removing asbestos fibers that may- 
have been present in the pre-filtered solutionl

On the talc question, the theories of Merliss have been 
criticized. Animal injection experiments conducted by 
Dr. William Smith of Fairleigh-Dickinson University using 
asbestos-containing talc have produced no gastrointestinal 
tumors in the test animals.

While Ms. Hunter placed considerable emphasis on the 
asbestos migration study, of Cunningham and Pontefract, it is 
misleading, at the least, that no mention was made of the 
studies of Swinburn, Smith, Davis, or Bonser and Clayton, 
all of whom directly fed asbestos in large quantities to 
test animals without being able to produce a single tumor 
of any type.

V7hile we can sympathize with Ms. Hunter’s concern over 
asbestos because of its problems in the occupational setting, 
we do not feel that it is ir. the best interest of the public 
to raise fears and speculation unjustified by known facts 
and contradicted by major national and international health 
bodies.
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Pace

The asbestos .Indus cry is v;all aware of th 
excessive dust and has made available to 
oust-eliminating or protective equipment, 
iurer.sive research into the asbestos-heal

e risk to health 
employees effect 

and it continue 
th relationship.

Sincerely,

Executive Director
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ASSEiTOS-COVmO MACHINERY AT TYIER, TEXAS FACTORY

Death from Dust
When the Pittsburgh Corning Cor­

poration closed its asbestos insulation 
plant in Tyler, Texas, two years ago, it 
did an unusually thorough job of clean­
ing up after itself. Some 60 workers spent 
a week scraping asbestos waste from ma­
chinery and depositing it in a nearby 
dump. Then another crew took over. 
Ceilings and walls were steam cleaned. 
Every piece of equipment in sight was 
scrubbed down; some machinery was 
disassembled and shipped to P.C.C.*s 
home office in Pittsburgh. What was left 
was cut up and buried. When the craw 
finished, all that remained of the plant 
were two dilapidated wooden buildings 
that had once seen service as Army bar­
racks during World War EL

P C.C.’s scorched-earth policy has 
left few visible reminders of the facto­
ry’s 17 years in Tyler. But the scan from 
the plant’s presence will not soon dis­
appear. While producing insulation for 
the boilers and pipes of naval ships, 
workers in the plant were exposed to 
enormous quantities of asbestos dust, 
which, once inhaled, never leaves the 
lungs. Now, based on previous ex­
perience with asbestos-caused diseases, 
medical experts estimate that as many 
as 300 of the S69 employed at the plant 
since 1954 will die of asbestosis <a per­
manent and often progressive scarring 
of lung tissue from inhaled asbestos 
fibers), lung cancer or cancers of the co­
lon. rectum or stomach.

Their deaths should come as no sur­
prise to either company or Government 
officials. Doctors have long suspected 
that asbestos dust is hazardous: there has 
beer, ample documentation of increased 
in, ‘■L'-icc of lung disease and cancers 
;r. - people exposed to the mineral. 
A i c.'.: :v as lyol. Dr. Irving Selikotf. 59. 

' v.*x York's Mount Sinai Hospital.

and Dr. E. Cuyler Hammond, 61, of the 
American Cancer Society, confirmed 
the deadly relationship in studies of 
workers at a Paterson, NJ., asbestos 
plant. They documented their work in 
scientific papers and meetings. They 
a iso showed that even small quantities 
of asbestos fiber could be lethal Seli- 
koff studied a woman who died of meso­
thelioma, a cancer of the membrane that 
covers the lungs and lines the chest and 
abdomen. The Woman’s only contact 
with asbestos came when she washed 
the clothing of her husband, who worked 
in an asbestos plant

After the work by Selikoff and oth­
ers, P.C.C. officials ordered a study of 
the asbestos-dust hazard at Tyler in 
1963. The report seriously underestimat­
ed the hazard. A 1966 dust survey found 
asbestos levels above recommended 
thresholds in many areas of the plant 
and a 1967 survey by the US. Public 
Health Service's Division of Occupa­
tional Health confirmed that the levels 
were high, but did not warn of the health 
hazard. After a Labor Department study 
two years later reported the same con­
ditions. respirators were issued to work­
ers in the plant's dustiest areas. But, ac­
cording to workers, at no time did P.C.C. 
officials tell them that they were exposed 
to a health hazard. “I even had one tell 
me that stuff, asbestos, is good for you." 
says J.C. Yandle. 48. a former employ­
ee. "He said you could eat it.”

Silent Violence. It was not until a 
1970 law created the National Institute 
for Occupational Safety and Health 
(nioshH-and gave the Labor Depart­
ment’s Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (osir \ > the authority to 
enforce compliance with asbestos stan­
dards—that thin;> began to happen. 
In 1971 a niosii team visited Tyler, con­
firmed the of the dust levels,
and emphasized the extraordinary haz­

ard. The team^Ail^A—5^4y ex­
amples of poof h^grenff pAeuctk: the 
company lunchroom was close to the 
production area and workers were us­
ing compressed-air hoses to blow dust 
off each other (and thus spreading it 
about), and the company was selling 
burlap bags contaminated with asbestos. 
MOSH promptly notified osha, which 
inspected the plant, fined P.C.C. S210. 
and gave it four months to come up to 
standards. When a reinspection showed 
that the company still had not installed 
necessary dust-control equipment, osha 
fined it S7.990 and promised further ac­
tion. Forced to make a decision. P.C.C. 
opted to close the plant. It cited 
economic as well as environmental 
reasons.

The closing should help protect cit­
izens of Tyler from any further nsk of 
contracting asbestosis. But it will do lit­
tle to help those already exposed to the 
asbestos dust. Asbestosis and related 
cancers may not develop until 30 years 
after exposure to the particles, but once 
they do, they are painful and often fa­
taL “He hurt with every breath he took, 
because his lungs were tom and scarred 
on the inside from breathing asbestos . 
fibers,’* said Mrs. Robert Thomas of her 
husband, who died five months ago.

Steve Wodka, 24, of the Oil. Chem­
ical and Atomic Workers Onion, which 
represented the Tyler plant's labor force, 
charges P.C.C. with negligence, a form 
of “silent violence.” One group of for­
mer employees is suing P.C.C. for S100 
million in damages: some individuals are 
also bringing SI million suits against the 
Government for failing to protect them. 
But neither the suits nor any belated 
medical care that the workers may now 
receive are likely to alter the odds 
against their survival. Now that they 
have been exposed to asbestos, the deck 
is stacked.

Prescription 
By Computer

Properly programmed, the comput­
er can plot the trajectory of a rocket, 
keep track of a store’s inventory, cor­
relate census data and help predict 
weather more accurately. But can it be 
trusted to make the kinds of life-and- 
death decisions that doctors do? The an­
swer may be yes. according to a team 
of scientists from Massachusetts Insti­
tute of Technology and Tufts-New Eng­
land Medical Center in Boston. The 
researchers report in the American Jour­
nal of Medicine that they have taught a 
computer to exercise virtually the same 
clinical judgment that a physician must 
use in choosing a form of treatment. In 
the process, they have learned more 
about how doctors make such decisions

When the researchers began try ing 
to write a decision-making computer 
program three years ago. says Dr. Wil­
liam Schwarr:. chairman of the depart­
ment of medicine at Tufts University

01-0205233 rtv* JANUARY 23. 1S>X»
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Ci <jU, (LL - The Mirfwtii Office 
rtf Ihv United Stales Environmental 
Protection Ageuc> has taken action to 
eliminate asbestos emissions at 
demolition tiles in Chicago, LNmotf, 
and Deirnii, Michigan.

The announcement was made by 
ERA MuKom Regional Administrator 
Francis f. Mayo Mayo said the EPA 
ssnecl orders lor violations of the 
National Emission Standards tor 
hazardous Air Pollutants to two 
. hica^o and two Detroit wrecking 
'trms.
“Asbestos is ma extremely hazardous 

iir pollutant since inhalation of 
ubestos fiben has been linked to 
espiraloo disorders and mesoihe* 
iomi, a form of cancer," Mayo pointed 
ml.

The companies issued orders were 
Speedway Wrecking Company and 
keystone Wrecking Company of 
hicago and AUamo Wrecking 
.orr y and Cuyahoga Wrecking 

of Detroit. Demolition 
perations conducted by these firms 
ere visited in October of this year by 
;PA inspectors.

The violations cited consist of a 
ailure to comply with regulations 
mch require the wemng anq removal 
f all asbestos jnnigrinl prior To 
^nimencenicm o! demolition olTie

ll> t.aurimJa Key* 
hr- .t 11 h rd

n'rj.urtyn ut ;<<• «
in;-i^ exists in
builuin^s, i iitf cniet ^ummijstraMve 

"uurMM *
ATTiongti'g** iaahties arc the Los 

Angeles Municipal Traffic Courts 
building, the Beverly HiJIs 
Municipal Courts Building. the 
South Bay County Building, the 
Northeast District Superior Courts 
building, the West Covina Courts 
and Health Building, and the 
district attorney's quarters in 
Montebello.

The asbestos materials emanate 
from lof»se acoustical insulation in 
Ihe cciung and otner areas of the

45-4 JOURNAL OF COMMtRCc 4 
INDEPENDENT REVIEW 
DAitr

J liUlltliDii'- In J C'i.-p« »l i 
Supervisors. Ariuv 
udmiru^’miive mi 

L>‘| OucuDa:ional Hi_o.it; 
savins '.hti'. prnlon 
asbest'X M-
irum»*uiu,e t'i
heann
POSSlfiin’
'deveioninent o'.
iaterin iue.

WifiT along with ihe court 
engineer. Mechanical Heparin- - 
and me Occupational Heakn s.- 
viee, is recommending th.i 
corrective action be undertake- 
immediately on the Long lic-vcr 
County Building.

The action in that building u-oujc, 
involve:. tamping firm all loose 
asbestos and applying a sealer \c 
the entire asbestos ceiling, 
spraying the entire ceiling with'* 
non-asbestos material; and ap 
plication of <he sealer to the in­
sulation and fireproofing u: 
structural hear- ' - *.....

Dust hazards

mlding.

Dt. Humm

Backed by score* of letters from 1AM mem- 
ben, one of the nation's top occupational health 
experts has broadened his research to a variety 
of hazards in metalworking.

“Used portions of asbestos were taken from 
boilers in solid blocks and pounded with a ham 
manually to reduce it to powder for reuse. 
was economy for the railroads. The dust inh. 
from this process resulted in chest pains for wr 
en that were comparable to a severe cold.”

In respons* to a question about a possible cr 
penial Km claim. Dr. Mancuso points out s 
"asbestos products asbeatosis. which in tt 
causes emphysema, The Question that needs to 
determined is whether your emphysema could 
related to the asbestos to which you were 
posed. ' .

“If you can prove your asbestos 'exposure c 
the vearsTnd it chest x-rays indicate find; 
similar to aibtsiosis, you could nave me basis 
a compensation claim of emphysema. . . 1 th
there would be workmen's compensation cl 
benefits if the substsnets which produce emp 
seme existed in the roundhouse. This could 
either asbestos or silica dust from the fire bn 
that results in sificosis. Both asbestosis and silica, 
subsequently cause emphysema."

Problems invited
Or. Mancuso is interested in hearing about 

. health problems of JAM members in all industr
at ground level. At times we had to leave the build- jf have problems with your lungs throai

Dr. Thomas Mancuso, research* professor at the
___ . ...... Uiuveriitv"ol PiltUurzn s uranuate aciiooi ot 7ub-

EPA inspectors satd the Speedway Ue Health, began bT^abiislung a knx betweeo 
Vrecking Company was cited for railreaTmacKimst «n3 ctsUill 4UR Ul cancer 
touting Federal regulations while cause fBT WAi luna* arounn asbestos. rfe""ii Kill 
emolishing an eight .story brick and working on that Hazara. m ' — ~1 
oncrete building off the corner of a. . -
uperior and Hudson in Chicago. The But wbo have related the dangers
ieyslone Wrecking Company was cited ^ jo Dx.'Mibcuso have caused him to
ir violating Federal regulations while jnvmtigata a wide range of other hazards «ol- 
rccking a three-storv brick building vents, fumes, dusts and mists. Here is one exnmpie 
draining the Regal Theatre at 4741 S. of working conditions as experienced by a retired
lartin Luther King Dr. 1AM member ‘

* emphysema, related his cxpenence to Dr. Mancuso
this way:

The Detroit firms were cited for my J0 yMfs Qn the rlilrojd. , worked
rala .at the follow mg locations. inljde jn t|)# My work emailed repairs
idamo Wrecking Company, a four- on tj,e ^ brake mechanism o( locomotives. While 
lory brick apartment building at we m»de those repairs, other repairs were being 
701-1707 Sward; Cuyahoga Wreck- made on boilers which required removal of 
ng Company, a Chrysler Corporation asbestos, creating an enormous amount of dust, 
aclory at 12025 E. Vemor. •'The ventilation was limited to a few windowa

ndusin.il buildings, 
■inklnu;*. h.nine more

, . . , . ing to get fresh eir. The fumes and smoke were
Mruciuret suhiect to the regulations unbwlb!t No mukl OI «h«, aUety

neiude mstiiuiional. coinnierciai nr eqUiptnenl were issued for ouf ssftty.
and apartment .-Afur dj*,*) papain were made and the engines

___________ n^t^ur jtaflad up for inspection in the roundhouse, they
’welling units. StichaJjuildingsaoben created * great dot of smoke and (aa fumea. 
oniatn asbestos in the twin of boiler. Sometimes the engines were kept running for two 
upe or iieain tiisulairanT “ " w three bona while the inspecnooa were mKie.-

' ” ' Dr. Maneueo's reply nude these points: j
Jb Q. McDonald. Beolonal "W. know that »h«tn« will produce fibrosis 

inJorcrment Director for EPA saidr and emphysema. ... it t* quite obvious that you 
•1 lime' act lunVare the llmt at^TSTan wefTSfBia to utbsumial amount. «
-n-7 . .— ' ■ ''i past years. . . . Your doctor should evaluate yout;PA ejitnrcement program to control |n ^ j^cte , c«t«n

sttyc irt ibstotit> It my tJio be pooibh (hit the 
-perations." diesel fumes may have aggravated the condition."

Another retired machinist from Florence. Cok>_ 
who suffers from emphysema, describes the round­
house conditions under which he worked.

skin mat you think are caused by your job. 
Dr. Thomas Mancuso. University of Pittsbur 
Graduate School of Public Health, I3(i Dei, 
St., Pittsburgh. Pa. 15261.

at**#®®8®
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AIA-54
Asbestcs and Talc Main Discussion Points- 

i'i C-D-l-C Meeting; NIOSH Report
2 —The 513th 

r ("i-C Snrh»tv for
hcM inr mi 

Tm Motel. Dayton, with 
sn-‘»ts present.

N, -t,< i * t vice president, tn-
ii i'dui c I f \ 
A |V» tAh'V'!

• of TQrcr Inc., 
amt in*

£Sl1'
• ' • -_>u rttanity i* a

i,;*V ;T f n -..u-r o/ Ihe Physical 
Ct..i:.- iit ’•''Ter in 1-: ^ U>.it Du 

Star»l"y > tMU u.** cunr'•mt'd wi'h 
he detection meth.*ds and invesUgaUve 
cocediu^s u.-'-'l f«ir ssbrsln* and as* 
rstiJornt materials He • » i r.i .> A’j* 
ineer >Mn-ing health hax.irc* ot me

iMve been shown by the government 
and other Investigators to have po>- 
.sriiic canccrruis impltcatioiis. Talc vv*s 
described as being derived from min­
erals containing various amounts of 
tiemolite. ciiluntc and & group of 
crysolile minerals called amphsbuleS. 
The whemicu! formulas of all these* are 
simitar becRU*** nil of them ure hydrous 
magnesium silicate with a layered
StlllCl-JJi.*. '

Stanley oi.i th.it h’LIK'U^ii n* 
lias never been shown to pnxiiu-* the 
Irreversible health problems its cheni- > 
leal near neighbors have, the rxuct 
vuiioi'd of the undesirable *i<le tcmTivns 
of the human body when exposed to

Washington Post 
Jan. 29, 1974

rpi.

Spirit

i ue

nous
tposit:-. ' i .1 3 .- ’.i' .■ r»-: - i.-, -tlfiirm
unvrn, 1 o i!i.i -is.MLmivti v\i<ii ir^c clear at. (ms umv. His invcstvjations
irrcrr:%i,Mi-i:uu uv m.t” iv<-uiA v»na trvitwca me meinmis ana mem*Kioiogy
V TfTS^ .-•n mm rv.N^.i.h.1 ij^cause for determining asbestos, trcmoliic, and
" ^azer~ position as a supplier of 
lc. a reii.ihl- method of detection And 
ermficatj o hid to be developed. The 
chniquee had to by simple but also 
’Sidve and ’uumhtguous.

iVscribes Talc
He describe*! laic as a naturally bo­
ring hydrous mi^nesium silicate with 
* general i--i mula similar to serpen- 
■,e and asbtf*uform mineral* that

asbestiform minerals in talc. The three 
must likely candidates were:

1. Light microscopy.
2. X-ray diffraction, and
3. Transmission electron microscopy.

Examine* Mineral*
In his procedure, samples of pure 

talc ond tremolit* were obtained from 
deposits already owned. Sample:-* of 1 
pure and very carefully prepared as

*.-. ■ c'.<\iinCi! from tht V.K. 
iese wtiv f>'- e«l for inspection m 
e laboratory. He found that certain 
•neral and minrml species shown to 

free of ji.-b*suform minerals by x- 
y difTmtson and light nurroseopy 
rre found to contain certuin high pet* 
Mages tf;\* or more> of the asbesti- 
*m mineral* when viewed under the 
tn*ml$*U'U tlertron microscope. A 
v technic; u* was then needed and 
is turned «ut to be electron diffrac- 
•n. Slide* w-i* shown of the mineral* 
amkned by t* is method.

THN Screening

*n renew, hir work showed that 
iperty prepared sample* of talc can 

etep-n-mn*^ by x*ray diffracto* 
iter down lu level* of roughly 0.25 
' cent and cryaottta to 0.5 per cent, 
t transmission electron microscope 
t be u**ri tn detection of tmoUte 
1 azbeettform minerals. The trans­
ition electron microscope is the most 
iLtlve method while light micro* 
py is helpful only in screening of 
j* particle* in high concentration*, 
merous samples of tale have been 
tened: Stanley has found live groups 
Monte— talc to be free of tremollte 

est> om minerals while finding 
i* cV.itmereial talcs to contain 
noUtc at all coAcentratloaa » hg? 
ee hi; hfhnitgi^tUl eVlmvih^Hg.

n iiiinv* mw under any circumstances

. dl yjy'^owtr.

. ............. thr* fdiif'niiontl Karaker
i lnirudiK *d by Dick DHasard, chair* 
ri of li.c educational Cofitmittv*. 
: speaker was Lee. special
ktaat to the director, pi vision of 

Services, KIOSK (Watlona1

Institute for Occupatiurial Safety snd 
Health!. Cincinnati. His subject was 
"NIOSH—-Overview and Toxic Paint 
Materials.

Lee explained that NiOSH is a Fed*-) 
era! agency responsible for formulating 
new or improved occupational safety1 
and health standards. NiOSH is the 
principal Federal agency engaged in re­
search, education and training In an1 
effort to eliminate on-the-job hazards! 
to health and safety of the Amiri-

Truth

By Tom Zito

where additives wmetinies 
abound.

While she Pood and Dn»a 
Administrator, bar! been 
pres,s»ns lor regulations, 
^oveThwciit action on la- 
b'.'lipt; wns ^liai'kcd list year 
when Michael .Jacobson, a 
ctvdiredm* of flic Ccmcr for 
Science in Ihe Fublic luu-i- 
eol. published n bucklcV 
“The Chemical A««ilive> In 
B^okc." In addition to dts* 
cu'.j-tn? (lie use of cobalt 
suits in beer production 
which reportedly led to the 
deaths of more than 35 per­
sons in lfiGl’. end (he use of 
a preservative in certain 
wines that generates a can* 
ear-dftusias agent celled ure-

can workforce. The Institute's main re-
nvut-ch Uboratones are in Cincinnati,
where they focus on hazards inch as —»**«.%-asbwtag, beryjliura, carbon mcooobde, tht^aular^SS «3ti0n*^ 

niircury, noi*. h«at »tr*» and * * UW to ll«uw «

other*. He described the haiardi with 
toad and Industrial kdventi particular 
to the palot Industry. ins and cellulOM libers and

sns*.-
The pendinc sovemmem 

regulations specifically ex­
clude "incideoUl additives 
. . . such a* an inert tiller.” 
the source of the asbwio^fj^ 
hers relerred to in uic circu­
lar. '

-We’ve Sot * petition in to 
the FDA on j’ist such a nint- 
ter." said liurry Cnstlt-nf.ii 
o( the Cenler for Science 
in the Puhtie Jr.trrest, -A), 
thutigh Ihcrr hasn't hten 
enou-’li testing dune on liic 
qttestion of ii&buMos inges­
tion us opposed tb a*l:c:-ti,, 
inbe’.ution, tve tio know that 
one study of asbestos v.mi 
cn si-u iv.u ;ijji ti.c>- ii.iu a

wary 7. 1974
\

w;- VJC-2T Asbestos fntem-.jtiw Association 
North America 

1660 L K. W ■#«l,inj*3h, 1 7 2094’

in si k*-" ' * '■'
<n: \uuf r::-v: • «
si-.-'fi. it u;i \■' i .
CfinloUij .IV,'.. •’ .
I tlUUl. 4 !»' iic : ' •

The't t'C;. uti-' .• -
is propOaiii Z T. ’A I'.’.ul. 
Ih;,t «•.!' l ; •. 
ii*.tkU>\\> v» '.. ■ '

• .
“ti|M ilP;fJ yj*11:! " 1
scotch. r\C. . to ’■ '

The licu’\>i* iti's-ti ; :.
(IlM W\V Uibi Is JV.. ■ ;'t*
tit inn <:.r. Cot.A-rr.cr i: 
o’, srf.u.iv on t»br- 
h;md. iccl Ifoi loo yr 
re^uloiiyMi (Ur, t u 
ppoit^h mforri .t;.-n o- 
Isb^ls. Aral. 11iva;i,. 
rules don't require 
for wine and beer.

colorm? ami flj'.-1- 
AVCitis. lU-t c'.sfyi 
whose pni'>;uJui::L,Ji k-'- \ 
havcj hoi been atlcetu.. 
tested.

Bvcn-cftrtii .
puvernmeut h.ui b'vr*. -i v- 
of “forej^n sub-:7.-i;c« 
boitlcd aicohvijc brvo!’...
In an 1.1 j ■ p u :j . ..,
“imlustvy CuTtij.ii" C,. 
Oct. 1». 1Jm2. :.::d «Cj:' 1 - 
«;uor inCviMV'- reptv 
lives by Uic Treasury >• 
p,irtmO:U*s Biircau u< A<. 
hot, Tobaeen anti Kirvjars*- 
thd bureau noicti, “We . 
becoming inefcns:r.?iv u ■> 
cefnett aiioui the np^:-
finding of (on ivl:i :. n
staneos la bottl«J j.ico’ y.tt 
hoverages. Anions the 
rials found 0 u • y.,. “

UQVOH, From Bt 
Iwfvlo Ihree-loirt hhihcr 
cidenca of gasiromUsor 
ameer. And iheiVs no 

jlavtl of concor-causinp 
latiftcof. One asbestos fit>«

^ could potentially cause a i-

mor. There just hasn't i»ce 
tnaagh research done >cl."

The regulations still
tohrrrgir.vc,ji .j-'un^s
one iraTiium 

: nilirtT^'Sl'uTy^'aml an^ihvt 
two ’iip iaU i' vmn vCi»«c 
sentaUvcs of the lutum m 
dustrj*. Warren Mi-Cus-nml 
o sookesimn for the bur -;i 
said that th* mevitncs wil 
be eloHitt to llic puVihc .me 
prtn, **to allow a free ilov
i»f information, with m> y.,t 
hektlng inytlilrig back.'’


