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October 28, 1941,

Mr, J. E. Schaefer,

Sthyl Gasoline Corporation,
Chrgslax Bullding,

New York City. =~ -

Dear Mr. Schaefert: ;.

I have looked over the project for enclosing the stills in
the manufacturing buildings at Veepwater, I have also given
serious thought to t he problem presented by this project from
the point of view of the use of materials needed for defense
purposes. I have some to the concluslon that your approval
of this project 1is justified.

In view of our ccnversation-in New York, I think I should ex~-
plain the means of my arrival at thls conclusion.- As I polinted
out to you, we have not obtained data which would demonstrate
the usefulness, from asnhygienic pcint of view of enclosing these
stille at the Baton Souge plant. ¥r. Stecher is fully convin-
ced that the reason for our failure to find these beneflclal
effects lles in the fact that thers is a further source of lead
exposure (from furnace stacks), which tends to mask other fac~
tors. Tils may or may not be the case, and only time will tell,

- On the other hand, the still floors have given rise to consi-
. derable lead exposure, and I can not escaps the belief that the

unlt enclosure of these stllls is sound hyglenic practice.
myventually, when we have been able to study the situation, fac-
tor by factor, we shsll find these enclosures highly advanta-~
geous. Accordingly, 1t is my bellef that the expenditure 1s
justified from an bygienic point of view. I justify this ox-
penditure at this time in relation to t he national defense by
pointing out thut both we and Dr. Evans are somewhat troubled
by the frequency with which certain mild symptoms appear among
the plant perscnnel. Gertainly, there 1s every justification
in industry in general, and in this industry specifically, to
maintein operating personnel in healthy and efflicient manner,
We have no reason to belleve that serlous difflicultles among
the men will occur, but we are beginning to be a little anxlous
on this score, &nd I belleve that we ought not {¢ take any
chance which can be aveoided by the expenditure of a reasonable
amount of money and the use of a moderate amount of material,
Certainly, the expenditure here is not exorbitant, and the ma-
terial required is not very great.

If this were a departure from our previous program, and 1f in

any way 1t could be interpreted as taking advantage of the na-
tional defense emergency to make improvements, I would feel
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very differently about 1t. However, this project is,in fact,

a part of a systematic effort which we have been making over a
period of years toiurther reduce a potentially serious occupa-~
tlonal hazard. One may question seriously, therefore, whether
we are Justified at this time in abandoning & program which we
“huve consigered, and still consider, a2 logical step in providing
safety for an important group of 1ndu@trial workers, If in this
connection we teke & position which is a little diffe—ent from
"that' taken by managemernt in certain other indusgtries, we can
still Justify it I believe, since I think we know more about the
problem than most other people do. and, therefore, we have a
Preater respons;bi¢1ty.

I trust this will convey my ideas. If you are not in agreement
with them, I shculd apprecidne having your ccmmenta.

R 2

Very truly yours, .

By

‘.Rcbert A. Kehos, M., D..
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