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< By Three Industry Organizations

.

" Washington, D.C., April 20 - Protests
- 'in ‘connection with the recont lead reg-

', . ylatton of the Food and Drug Adminia.

., " teativn have been filed by three of the
' mejor coatinga industry organizations
" —the Federation of Socicties for Paint
. Technology, the National Decorating
Products Assccistion, and the Nationa)

"Paint and Coalings Assaciation.

““‘The FDA regulation restricts lead

.content of packaged retail paints to

- 008 per cent.

. - Officials of the arganizations said the
challenges were filed within the 30-day
period allowed following pubhication of
the regulation in the Federal Rcegister.
Publiration was made on March 11.

Copies of the protest letters were
given to Ameriran Paint Journal hy the
Federation of Socicties for Print Tech-
nology and the Nationa! Decorating
_Produets Assnciation, but a copy of the
protesat letter sent by the National
Paint and Coatings Anrsociation war
not immediately availsble.

. The protest made by the National

- Deonrating Products Asanciation does
ant challenge the lead content level
prr se, Rather. it questjons the pro-
priety of FDA to prohibit retatlers
from merchandising the leaded painta
for a reansnnable length of time after
the manufacturers’ complinnee dates.

It anks for an amendment to permit

"jonger time for sale of the paints then

that specified in the regulation.

The Federation's letter wan sent under
the signature of Jean P. Teas, the
Finod Company, Hudson, Ohio. presi-
dent. The letter from the National
Decorating Froducts Association was
sent by Robert E. Petit, 8t. Louis, ex-
ecutive vice president.

. The Federatinn letter sistes that It
representa “the 6.000 members of the

.
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Federation of Societies for Paint Tech-
nolegy.” The texts of the letters follow:

From the Federation:

Commixsioner, Fond and Drug

Administration
r o Hearing Clerk
Room 6.8R
5600 Fishers Lane
Rorkville, Maryiand 20852
Dear Commixsioner:

On behatf of the 6.000 members of
the Federation of Societies for Paint
Technology. 1 must protest vigorously
the cstablishment of lead limits for
paints ar proposed in the Federal Reg-
ister. Vol. 37, No. 49, pp. 5218-5272, 11
Marrh, 1972,

Qur members have, for nearly fifty
vears, dedicated themseives to provid-
ing A& maximum of product utility to
eonsumers.  Thus, we recognize the
ahsulute necessity of protecting the
public, including children, from hazards
arixing from exposure to our products.
We are, however, certain that the
establishment of en arbitrary limit of
0.08 per cent lrnd would seriously de-
crenxe the performance and durability
of many of the affected cortings prod-
ueta without eontributing materiatly an
added increment of aafety. We chal-
lenge the scientific accuracy of the
ratinnale used to establish 0.08 per cent
lend as a mafe toxicological limit for
many diverse types of modern paints
since careful analysis of dats avallable
on the rate of dissolution of lead from
dried paints proves that this factor haa
been grosely exaggerated during past
extimations of lead-in-paint toxicity.

Anxeeumient of Lead Hazard of Variots
Palnts

The degree of hazard of lead-bearing
painte ingested by chiidren suffering
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from plca logically i dependent upen
many physical factors inchiding: the
lead content of ingested paint chips,
the thickness (or weight) of paint ac.
censible to children and the rate of
dissolution of lead during gastro-intes-
tingl retention. The importance of these
factors is illustrated by the following
table:

Paint Rystem

014 heavily leaded paints
10 coats. exterior lead/oif house paint
10 coats, leaded interior enamcl

Modern quality coatings
10 conta, exterior house paint
10 coats, interior alkyd enamct
Factory-applied refrigerator enamcl
Faotory-applied toy enamel

These data prove that limitation of
household paints to 0.5 per cent lead
will decistvely reduce hazard to cnile
dren; that these products are 2000 to
35000 times safer than old heavily leaded
paints. It is further evident that it is
practically impossible for a child to
ingest enough 0.5 per cent lead paint
from toys or household appliancea to
cause Jead polsoning.

FEffect of Lead Restrictions on Produet
Quaiity

Years of laboratory experimentation
and exposure testing have proven the
eflficacy of lead compounds in contridb-
uting specific properties to durable
paint fiims. Leed-bearing pigments and
additives provide not only a wide selcc-
tion of colors and light fastness but alsw
promote weather resistance, hardness,
scrub resistance and other forms of du-

10

rahility. lamitation of lead o 05

cent of the non-volatile content can
met, by expanding the use of o
commercially avallable non-jead inp
dients, without perceptible change
product quality. Further restricth
to 0.06 per cent lend, himvever wa
mean the complete ellmination of ¥
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compounds ax active ingredients of
coatings since such minute amounts of
lend may well be unintentivnally added
ar trace vontaminants of other, non-
lead ruw materials. It is the abandon-
ment of these last. Jow-concentration
lead additivea and tinting pigments
which would deprive rustomera of ade-
quate product quality.
Reconimendationn for Responudbie Are
thons -

To protect the eonsuming public from
inordinately inferior qualily of houm-
hold and appliance paint products, we
strongly recommended the following:

1. Establishment of 0.5 per cent lead
content of ninvolatile portinn of coat-
ings intended for. or packaged in ¢
form, suitable for, use around the house-
hold in accordance with paragraphs
191.9-8 (4. b) and ii, b).

2. Exemption of industrial coatings

Amcrican Paint Joarnal
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(factory-applied finishes which are al-
ways applied ar thin, highly vhemieal.
. resistant fthins) from further rextriction
. ot lead content.
" 8. Delay of eatablishment of mure
. restrictive Nmita tbelnv U8 per vcont
lend) for buth exterier und interinr
household paints until uncguivocal evi-
. dence on the rate of dincoiution of Jrad
from dried paint chipx i determined
* through cuntrolled experimentation and
given public hearing.

In subatantiation of the above pro.
tenta and recommendations, we sishmit
herewtth Exhibita A-F and pladge our
. Federntion 10 the Retive support of fue.
ture efforts o proteet both the health

. and welfare of the public.
Sinverely,
t8igneddy J. P, TEAS
President
Federation of Societiox
$or Print Technology

" From the NDPA:

" April 5, 3872
Hearing Clerk
‘Department of Health, Fdueation
& Welfare
Room 8-848
' #6800 Fishers Lane
Reckvilie, Maryiand 20x42
& benr 8ir:
. The Nathmal Decorating  Produeta
. Amocintion, representing paint and
walieovering retaliers and dixtributors
throughout the United States, hereby
LQlen the following objection crmecrning
the FDA regulation published in the
*Federal Regivter on March 11. 1972:
¢ The Umectable, ax acl forth in the reg-
‘tlatkm that ix jimiting the lead con-
Cslent In paint (0 56 of one per cent after
Decemiter 31, 1972 and V.06 per cent
after December 31, 1973 dors not, In
our epinion. provide ample lime to ahe
‘Worb products currently heing pricduced
mving greater jewnd content and to
mave such products off the shelves of
our stores. | N
I the curvent reguintion ix meant ta
Umit prvdinthm of them: prishiicts to

April 24, 1972

the xperified jond content sn of the
dntes cited in the regulation. there han
been o corresponding provision for the
marketing of these products through
mur channels of distribution, nor pro.
vixion for our stores to be sble to sell
thexe producia for a ressenable Jength
of time after they have been delivered
(o our atores.

We would. therefore. like to see the
regulation amended to provide that the
“um of one per cent lead content restric-
tion npplying to manufacturers of paint
beginning December 81, 1972, shall
apply 1o retaliers and distributors of
paint 18 months later, or beginning on
July 1, 1974. Similarly, we would like
te mee the reguation amended to pro-
vide that the 0.08 per cent lead content
restriction applying tv manufacturers
of paint heginning December 31, 1873,
shull apply to retatiera and distributors
of print 18 montha later, or beginning
un July 1, 1975,

These changes would, we believe, be
in keeping with the intent of the Food
and Drug Administration and yet allow
our members time to move merchandise
off their shelves. Otherwine, producis
being produced by manufscturers cur-
rently in accordance with the FDA reg-
nlation would have no sceeptance in
moving through our channels of dis-
tribution. xince the retajler or distrib-
utor would be piaced in the position of
not knowing that he would have ample
tinie to re-sell {lems purchased in good
fnith in accordance with the regulation
that has heen promulgated.

Sincerely,
tSignedt Robert E. Petit
Executive Vice Presklont

Grow Declares Dividend

New York, April 19 The boerd of
direvtors of Grow Chemical Corp., nn-
Liunnl producer of specially chemical
coatings, has declared s quarterly cash
dividend of vight rents per share puy-
able Aprl 28 10 shureholders of record
April IR ’
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