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due 1o penieral business comditions. )l:l:‘l}' oi lll'cs: xrcsmrz rood citizens who
ing from ene cummenity 1o unother secking employment. i
”j’:n‘zr;i:ns a whole du nt sev the ruilread trespass situation irum the sxandxxnm
that those of ue who are interest=d in saiety do. They see no harm is : mzdu hx:e e sgl
2 tide «m 2 freirht (rain from ane point to another, \edu\'g that the rail read has 1o
. Tirey do m scem to realize that th.e railroads’ prin-
cipa] thuteht in climinu the trespasser s irum a saicty standpoint, andll be:;:;:
that this cravdition is not anly prevalent amang the [}ubht who :n-u m_:;.-';ax "',3 .—.1:.;
bz it is quite prevalent ameng the ra;)k :un_l file oi nn}:;;ml employees. re is als
naliciue hazard, hunever, as we know irom expernieiice, ) o
: ‘”:7“11:(;\'?1;;:%{:3[ seain Tider i~ s fanliar with raxlr:n_d sajety dcruT. and hf
himscl in jeardy comtinually when he is en 2 train. We have \ad“:fml_\‘
fos T trespassers, sene of them {atal, due sylel}' W the fact that .\hgy‘ do w
what i- 2 saie practice and what s not saie practice aroun_d the treiln Fram.
T jde vt e oof Tesn cars, are injured by coming in contact \\-n!x orerhfiad struc-
stires. und they attempt b get «n and off trains \\-hc_n ﬂ\_e,v are moving 100 'ast_.‘ :
The adult i< much harder 1o reach in matters m_||us sort lhnn_ the juvenite. N
Indieve that we Bave had some success on the ]_lah_xmorc and Ol'uo. as ml' as ‘lm:
juvenile is concerned, The wgoprzunity 1o reach him is sumr\\‘h:l! difierent. 4 1 :1:1 a
esiics when a child is fugnd o our rizht of way 1 secure his name at} a.h_rr.ss
and tie name or punber of the selioad that e a.ucnds. 1 the ch“c-l Tives wit xr 12
reasonable distance «f the railroad. the officer is instructed (o take hxmihnmc and uc;:
alvise Ii= parents that be lias been imud on ranlrc_nd_pfmmy and .the ‘d.mzr!: of .s h
tresqassing. The visit of the officer 10 the home is folliwed ap I_)) a c‘ller u:nn.‘ e
Divisit Head to the parents. and this Jetter not c:mly gives the jacis \null lm-"heiz;-v
passing, bt explaios in cume detail the danger which the child has mcurred by » lh:
ameng the tracks on the risht-ni-way. The letter also asks for the ca—r)per:lmn‘o:nme
yarents in keeping the child off of raitroad prapetty. _aml tﬂtlo.‘f? ta th_c hp:r‘e?t some
literature that will help to fmpress upon the mind of lhx-_ boy what might hagpen *
him m bosy railroad property. Apother commmunication 18 ad:irt.‘scd 10 the ,}‘):“:l“":l
Wi the wivwd which the child atiends, advising the principal of du:‘ fact that 1l ;:o
tas been found trespassing on railroad pr-;]:en.\' :\_nd requesting his conperation also.
i ming 1o the child the danger of such practice, A
m\:zi-‘“gnd':.l:a‘t commanicatioms addressed 10 the principals of §Cho‘f_)_ls are actc&l upm:
- favirably. The principzl calls the child who _uﬁm_ds_ tn his n.ncr.znd en c:\l;r.
tor fmpress gpen bim the danger that ke places himseli in when plaving around t :
cailroad. Quite freguently. alse, the parents of children are pleased to hﬂr‘ll’()t.l;. s
2ud <0 expres< themselves. We have had many letiers from sud} parents ml“ hl;c
“hev thanked ps sincerelr for onr efforts to 'kr.-\-.» lhc‘l-\:: out of danper and ve
demcribed their e methinds of discipline and instruction,
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Uniformity in Defining and Reporting Accidents
By DR M. 0. LORENZ

i of Statistics, Interstate Commerce Commission,
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The speaker said in purt: We have a book oi rales for rquming rteam railway
kente which has been in iorce since 1922, and. generally speaking. we have 2

ptinrw alservance of these rules among all railways.

s

The o2y question is as to the depree oi }-zriatiou in_amﬂ_\—ing the ru!c_s n lrmfug
detals 1o the ofiicers of the \-:erious. Teporting companies. As to i:;;:m:;mm:v
we have pracically conmdete wmiformaty and rc\_n!mn'\:.' The C\m::s q;a ; :a i
tundie more death claims than the m:mbt_r oi u‘ah.ues reported to the mc;. 2t
Comrerer Commissian, but when accomnt is taken ui the number of persons dying
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after 24 haurs foilowing injury. these being reported to us scparately as “sthseyuent
fatalities.” and of the cascs not arising from the aperation of a railway and hence
nat reportable, it prohably swill be jound that we are fetting complete reports ui
il railway accidems on a unijorm hasis irom railways in the United States.

Bot it is not so clear in the matter of injuries. The interpretation of the three-day
rale is not uniform. Rt is truc, we have issued instructions regarding the precise
way in which 1he conting of the 3-days shall bepin and end. That is not where the
primary difficulty lies. It is in the variation in practice in getting people hack to
wark promptly and in the interpretation of the phirase “sufiicient 10 incapacitate him
from periorming his ordinary duties for more thau three days.”

In our interpretation of doubtinl cases, we have regarded same instances as ot
repertable where the victim was able to follow his regular occopation within three
days but with the assigmmnent of somewhat liphter duties. Possibly we should make
it clearer that we mean that the emiployee should he able to go throush the same
kind of motions that were periormed prior 1o the accident by that particular emplneer.
Thiz would take same flexibility out of the rule and lead to greater unijnrmity.
Where 2 man's assigmment on his return to work is changed for ather reasons than
his physical condition. the dutermination of reportability would, of course, depend
«1 the doctar’s opinian as to whether he couid reasonably have heen assigned to the
previnus activity.

Tu is 1rue, ii all railways are doing this to an equl dezrec. these would be a lack
of yniformity not among reads, hut merely as hetween the tatals for presem and
past years. But grohably this incentive to restrict reports 10 a minimum has not
affected all roads to an equal degree because some F s are doubtless more
enthusiastic abomt safcty contests than mthers. This disturhing faclar in our statistics
will in the end prove heneficial in leading ta nwre cxact study of what should he a
repartable accident. The lack of comparahility in the annual totals jor varinus years
will be tenhorars and will come to an end when all raads have fone as iar as they
can or want 10 go in getting people hack to wark promptly.

I do not wish to be misonderstood in inferring that the marked reductjon in injurics
shren by the statistics in vecent vears is all a fiction. On the contrary, there has
been 2 striking improvement, as shown by the fatal accident rate which I consider
accurate. The number of employees killed per million man-bours in the prosp
vear 1923 was 384 compared with 308 in the most seeent nrosperons vear, 1929, In
1931 the figure was down to 212, Apparently the indusirial depression aas reduced
accidents more than in propertion 1o the decline in cploymeny, for the reduciion
irewn 308 to 212 can hardly afl be due to saiety cfiorts in two years.

Other faciors to consider in interpreting the decline in the ratio of injured to
killed are. (1) that better surpical care tends to prevent trivial injuries from hecom-
ing serinus cnauph 10 fe reported. and (2) that in recent years the intensive work
on saiety in shops, where fatafities are relatively iew. would tend to reduce injusies
nerre than fatalities in the grand total fur all employees. From 1888 10 1924 there
was a tendency dar the ratin of injuries to fatalities to increase. It was approxi-
matcly 10 10 1 in 1888, 14 in 1900, 28 in 1910, 38 in 1920, and 8} in 1923, The 3-day
rale was nat changed in that period. Possibly the explanation is that the gre-
ponderant saicty efiort to prevent casualties in conncction with train and car move-
ments reduced the deaths mare than the injuries in the rrand 1ntal jor all employecs,
siniee injuries are relatively fesver in such accidents, Also, injurics may have heen
incampletely reported before 1915,

Whatever the relative importance of these various factors may he in affecting the
conyarahility of the total casmalty rate in railway accident statistics from year to
vear. 1 think we are getting more nearly accurate reports than ever before becapse of
the close attention that is given to what is a reportable accident, know that saiety
nf'ﬁrials are earmnestly sceking the facts and 1 think they will accept the responsibility
ol putting unifnrmity and reliabiliny oi the reports above suspicion. )




