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Monsqnfb 5 Cancer Cover—Up

This repont by Don Michak and Paul Bush s the second ol‘ three
articles that will sppear in the Advocate on the Monsanio Company's
Springhicld operuuom This article reveals, for she [irst time; the
details of a sysiematic effor1 by Monsanio 1o deny s employm in-
Tormustion abowt exposure 10 dangerous chemicals.

The resubis in the laest in & string of siudics of mornatity among
Monsanio workers was published in a floston Globe antlcle last week

by Michak und Bush. Prediciably, that independent study, which was. |53

conducied by Dr. Kenneth Rosenman of the Universiiy of
Massachusetis and demonsiraied a link between workpiace exposure
and cancer among workers, was refited by Monsanto in local papers.
I's not the first time. Since 1978, there have been six siudies of
Monsanio workers and, with the exceprion of the company-funded

studics, Monsanio exccutives have disputed the resulis. Dy now & clear | :

paitern has emerged. Monsanio says that these studies are complicated
matters, that the methodology is not right or the source of the data s
suspect. Yet Monsanio reluses 10 cooperate in the independent siudies
and, as Dush and Michak’s siory makes evident, the company even
aneinplis to obstruct the siudies by denying access to daia.

if that

panern—damaging  siudics * followed by Monsanto's -

tebuital—lisn’t mu.h 10 make people lllsplclou: that 1he compuny is
hiding sotnerhing, then the documents uncovercd by Bush aml Michak
should leave no room for douln. One document, wiiticn by a Moa-
sanio personnel manager, describes corporaie policy as gliving *‘us
Kmiscd a response as powible” 1o union reguests; thay * whenever
possible. . .union requests should be eesisied,**

Despite Monsanio's effons 1o obluscute the resulis of the stndies,
the facis are simple, Vinyt chloside is m recognized carcinogen. Not cven
Monsunio disputes that, Workers a1 Monsunio have been expased 10

R that subsiance, sometimes in quantiiics sulficient 10 Intoxicste e,

since the company began using the subsinnce in 1940, Despite 1hese
incontravenible facts, the company persists in its ssseation that iheie *'is
no evidence of advense health effects.*

Clemly Monsanio is proiccting ftsell and delbeeatcly uyin; 1Y
misicad the public and lis employces. And h is dolng 3o W tremendous
cost 10 [is workers, many of whom have 1oiled in the Springlicld plum
most of their adult Sives, The issue now, sald D¢, llvin. Sdikoll, a
noled occupational healih physician, *'is the company®s legul, elhicul,

| and moral obligation for the susveillance of these people anut for ihelr

weatment when they become il

’ " Jonuthon Murr
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{Continued from Page 1)

On May 17, 1980 in the Baysisie Medicat
Cemer, Chnrles Giroux became the 2hih
V.8, worker to die of liver angiosarcoma, a
rare and fmaal liver cancer, The disease s

kaown (0 have four causes; exposure to.

vinyd chlorides is the best-cacumenied,
Liitoux's obituary noted he was a member
of 1the “*Monsanto 23 Yeur Club,* bl no
that he retired as the sentor worker In
Monsanto’s vinyl chloride division, where
he worked for 13 of his 3) yeors with the

company., The company 1emembered .

Giroux in & printed announcement 18
cinployees posted 10 monihs afier Girovix's
death. Springlicld Plam Manager James
Shriver said only: **You should know that
we recently became aware of the death of a
former Monsaio Springlield employee wha
fud un angiosarcoma of 1he liver, As you
know, this Torm of cancer has been
associated with exposure 10 vinyl chloride.*

N far from where Chinles Giroux s
buried in Indian Orchard’s St. Aloysius
Cemetery lies ahe older grave of Clarence
Messier. Like Giroux, Messicr was exposed
to vinyl chloride and other chemicals at
Monsamo where he worked as a Letile
operator for 29 years. Messier died on
November 29, 1971, while still working for
ihe vinyl chloride division. 1tis death cer-
tificme Hws “‘couse of death' as ““past
necrotic cirrhosis,” s wnusual diagnosis

meaning cirrhosis discovercd afier deah, -

Even more unusuat is that **Cooky’ Messicr
was not a drinker. Liver angiosarcoma,
however, is commonly misdingnosed as
cirthosis. In an unm:b!lfire:l wit-of-court
axreenienl  reached in 1976, Monsanio
scithed & workeis' compensation clvim fifed
Ly Messier's wiklow, a claim coucerning
“liver discase' flinked to vinyl chloride
exposure.

Vinyl chiorlde (VC or YOM) is a colorless

gas used 1o make the second-mov widely

utilized U.S. plasic. VC is n proven human
curcinogen and has been chassificd ns a
“hasardous air pothmant™ by ihe federat
Envirommental Protection Apency (HE1PA). Iy

rk: Wengsirom, who worked at Monsanto for 18 years, says Bullding 85 '
+ warkers used to compluin abowt pour ventitation, **but elf they
nex was, ‘A, it uin't going 1o Aurt yon,* Well, it ain't gouing to hurt

T *it’s going to kil you."* [Tobey photas)
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The Louisville physician sposted the
cancer potential of VO only beeause b
camed an excecdingly sure tumor, The
chemical has since been linked to cancer of
the Tung, brain and other orguns, amd 1w
host of oiher healih problems, induding
pocumocuniosis. Accsding 1o the EI*A, VU
causcs i leass ewice ms sy cases of camces
al other hody siies as cases of liver
angimsarcama. Levels as low s HY ppun are
now sccognized s cancer-vausing,  and
mmny experls comsider the presem O511A
limit of 1 ppan oo bigh. ** There is no way
1w demonstiate the safe kevel ol u cus:
cinogen,” says Dr. loseph  Wigoar,
former chodpmaun of NIOSH*s Oceupativnal
Carcinogen Commitlee,

For 26 years olliciuls wt the Speingfichl
plam were gequired 10 ollow wo stamdad
other then sn indusiey-secommended limi
of 300 ppm., Designed 10 prevem exphnions
rither then occupationsl discuse, even thia
kevel wus rowtincly excecded. I 1965 an
enplosion rocked purt of Huilding 16 when a
spark ignited VCM used 10 produce PV,
Men jomped from second Roor windows 1o
ewape the Mlames, snd  aly wlice this in-
cidemt was the VOM opeeation muved (o a
scparsie building. Workers say they were
constantly threatiencd by fumes from pomly
vendilaied remctor hettles, suffering fom
dizziness, nausen, numboecss and  even
fainting.

in a later 10 Monsuino aficr & stute in-
specifon dn 1968, Mass. Huremu of
Occupatlonat  Hygicne Direccior  darvey
Likins wrote, “*Peosonslly, | am not con-
vinced that small bul measurable smouns
ol this gas |VC] are not present mast of ihe
tlme in the sreas where the reactors are in
opcration.” At the bouom of the in-
spector’s report are nofed the words *'§luve
had mien avercome.”” When daia collecied
by Monsanto was forwarded 10 NIOSTE in
1974, levels of VOM in conain arem ol ihe
Spsingficld plam were seported as high as
6500 ppm.

Monsanio used twn produciion processes’
1o make VYU In Springfickl. In Depurtaen
B0, VCM was polymeiized into & Bne pave
resing, and inmo larger PYC polgaes panicies
i Tholbdings 84, B and 93, tn Depastments ¥1,
HH oand SHE, PVC was conygsded ina
varions produces, fnclivding 1i0m sl powider,
bs Huilding £3,

“As this thing progressed,*® explained
Erle Wengsironi, who waiked for 18 yenrs
in Maiiding B3, "yacie talking abont o
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moleculas i monomes) which when
pressuilred ixed with plasticizing

chemicals  fories  motecular  chring

- {polyiness) of polyvind chloride rsesing

{PVC). PV s usually e while granular
powder that §s molded and shaped nto a
varicty of pioducts, including plosilc pipe,
phonograph records anid house siding.

Monsanto  first produced PVC s
Springfickd in 1948, Ny 1963, 20 percent of
the plant's worklorce was involved in VC
potymeriration and 'VC (abrication, and in
197) peak production was seached with 130
million pouads of PVYC produced.

Four yeari latey, Monsamo made *'a
business decision’* and phased owd 1he entire
VC operation in Springficld. Workers say
thicy were lald the shuldown resuhied (tom
the overwhelming cost of new heslih and
safety regulntions. As local workers were
Wid off in 197 and 1974, Monsanio
Company cnjoyed record profits, planned

. millions of dollars worth of capital ex-

penditures for 1975 and 1976, and had
recently expanded PVC productlon capacity
in Japan, Mexico, and Spain.

Since 1974, the VC depariments have
been at the center of sn unresolved cances
controversy In Springlighd, “The plant has
been susveyed, monliored or siudied by the
Massachusetis Division of Occupstional
tiygiene,
Occupationad Safety and Health {(MIOS1H),
the Occupational Safety and llealth
Adminisiration (OSHIA}, the Monsanio

. Company medical deparimeni, company-

contracied researchers st ihe University of
Pitisburgh and, finally, the University of
Massaclivserts Divislon of Pubiic Healih.

Lvery major siudy found more deatha
than expected when compared to cither the
1est of llampden Coumty or the entire U.S.
Of 391 deaths over s 26-year period, for
cxnmple, 127 were from cancer. Ny uslng
mathemalical 1ools, epidemiologisis wese
shie 10 wncover small cances clusiers, such
us 26 digestive cancer deaths, which were
significanly above average. In the same
way, four pancreslc cancers out of 3]
reconded- deaths asmong workers Ih one VC
Imilding—Dullding 85—convinced st lasl
one  government  scientist something was
scrionsly wrong in Springficld. |

Monuasio s dispuriad or misknired many
of these Tindings, and company officials
have steadfastly malniained that the pluey |s
safe. **We have found no evidence of any
atherw b by cllects attributable to PVC

the Natlonal lastituie for-

or VCM expasure,’’ Monsanio Vice-
Presidert Monte Throdahl wente in 8 1974
fetler opposing OSHIA's exposure standard
for vinyl chloride. Company spokesmen
have repeated the message afier each new
siudy. Last  ssmmer Monsanio’s
fipidemlology Iirector, William Gaffey,
1oid local reporters there was “*no conclusive
,evidtnce that employee’s work with
chemicals caused cancer in Springlicid.
Bt In iwo reporis seleased last Oclober
by Dr. Kenncih Rostnman of the UMass
“Division of Public 1leshh, -seseazchers

discovered higher than expected numbers of -

deaths from lung cancer, Hodgking disease
and lymphatic cancer among specific groups
of VC workers sl the plant, The studies
were the fiest In six yeurs 1o be conducted
withoul company Junds. They were also the
first to exmnine monalily by workshe,
something Monsanto clainied was nearly
*Impossible to do because of poor record-
keeping. As a resull, some of the workens’
worst fears aboit work in

coniract ncgolintions with the company in
1976, a member of the umon bargnining
team called Hullding 85 *'a living death
house.”" *'l accused the company rsight
across the board,** said John Kendarian, **1

- mecused them divectly of what was in thae.

IF ¢ was weong,'” he sdded, **1 would have
been Jinhle lor dismibssal, but § haven't scen
them do anything.**

Monsania can's do anythlng 10 improve
heatth and safety conditions in depariments
shut down more than seven yeass ago. 1t can
begin 1o manits the bealth of those who

areny like *
Ruilding 83 have been confiemed. During *

may be alfecicd by past exposure to vinyl
chloride. Aflier potential victims have been

identificd, says occupational
physician Dr. Irving Sclikoff, *‘the Issue is

what is the company's legal, cibical and

moral obligation for the surveillance of
these people and for their ireaiment when
they hecome HI.** -

As carly as the 19305, exposure lo lorge
amounts of VC was known 10 be dangerous.
In 1949 VC was linked to lives damage, but-
because the (imlings were reporied by
Russian scientlsis (hcy were ignored.

in easly 1974, a Louisville, Kentucky
docior examining B.F. Goodrich workers
concluded VC exposure had caused the liver
angiosarcoma decaths of a1 least four
workers in one I'VC plani. On the very day
of his announcement, the chemical indusiry
released findings from tess first performed
i 971 and repeated In 1973, which con-
clutively linked VC to liver angiosarcoma In
animals. Alier subsequent reponis in the
fwess, & congressionsl commitice confirmed
that {he chiemicat indusisy trade association
ind withheld thm data for 18 monihs. A
nationwide VC alest was lssued by the
government, and cmergency sisndards were
set limiting worker exposure 1o 30 paris per
million {(ppmd, or 10 limes lower than the
previous indusiry stamlaid. Within: ane
year, worker exposare wus again reduced 10

auly § ppm over ihe coprse of an cight-hour |

work day. Guvernmemt sclentisis also bepan
an intensive search for eqlier angiosarcama
victims. Previomsly angiosaccoms had
cansced the deaths of only 23 Amerfcans each
yeus, but the deuth toll climbed ay workers
were more closely monitored und  earlicr
deaths ic-diagnosed. The majority of new
cuses were warkess a0 I'VC plamis,
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Hoor, 1 got tu the Habureys | iciing
machines] where it was couke e
they put the color in, It ket mi g, nntil #

gol 10 8 verlain degeee which made i dike
paste. Then it droppad Jdown 10 1he anll
rolis which put nwre heat on o i1 wen
trom one mill toll 10 ilie nexr amd then 10 an
entruder, & srew-type, cam-shatn ad (air it
turned it into u Mlesble paste.**

Neasly continuous icating ciised sdverse
working  comditions. "“The  funes  were
tremendous, capecialty in e winter when
all the doors and windows were closed,””
said Harold Williams, a Duilding 86 worker,

who was occasionally shified 10 Building 83,

“There were fumes sl the time, ' Sagrecd
Julin Kendarian, who worked as a janitor in
the building. **Somctimes o the second
Hoor where the locker room wus you'd be
choking and gagging.”

According 1o Wengsirom, **The wars
fume area was definilely the Banbutry
because you were confined in a small rooin
wilh it. The mill roll mien were confined 1o
an arca where fumes were preity high, too,
On the culender rolis ihey had what they

. called a *shipwicch,” when that st troke
and they had 10 rethread it 1 was very bad

for the reelers on the other end beciuse they
had 10 go underncatls the calender and siarl
rethreading. We used 10 biscch aboul ihe
poor venlilation, bLan all they cver be
telling ns way, *Aw, it ain'1 going 10 hun
you." Well, it ain’t going 10 hun you, it's
poing 10 kill you.**

Within a ycar of the Louiwille an-
nouncement,  Springlicld  workers  were
required 1o wear respirmors, and Monsanto
had begun cfforts 0 reduce workplace
exposure  Juring  **normal operation” 1o
Jevels bLelow 200 ppmt. But accarding to
workers, sume of the changes created new
hazards, “They had a bon,’” Stauley
Hycenshi said, **what shey called a fresh uie
bon fwhere respiraton vould be seaovad],
They set i ounside the door right beside Lhe
funs thut were drawing the PVC funics ot
ol the building. We were picking the funes
up and cnreying themy bich i our Tace
masks, Aml we were wonidering why we
were wadking ow of there with bz lieiwds
like we were deandk.' Vinyl chlumle in-
fonicition aecurs i beveds above 1,000 ppis.
Shortly alter 1elling his sory, Uycensha dicd
al caneer. -

When Munsanto shat duwa s PV
operations i 75, e Jdianger wasa's over
fon dhie L workers who had spent at leasy o
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year in its VO depanmems) or for the
uncounted who had worked there for
shonter periods. **Asg little 23 one hour is
cnough 1o give you cancer,” says Dr.
Samue! Epwiein, author of The Politics of
Cancer. Alter exposure to VC, cancer takes
roughly 10 vears to develop, although

shorter latency periods have been
documented. At Monsanto, workers began

to keap track of their former colleagues and
to asacincle ‘the death lise.'”

In the spring following the government's
VC alert. a group of abouwt 50 Monsanto
employees formed KOSHA, the Committee
for Occupaiional Safety and Hezith Action
‘lthe group used “K™ in its acronym to
distinguish ft from COSH groups, part of a
national system of Commitices on
Occupational Safety and Heakh]. This ad
hoc group tried to encouage cancer studics
and health monixoring a1 the plant, and 10
foree both the union local and the company
10 meet their responsibzﬁues 1y worried
workers.

With the shmdowu of PVC operatipns,
however, Inmemational Union of Elecirical
Workers (IUE) Local 238, which represents
the Monsanmo workers, had enough trouble.
**No one in their wildest dreams would have
thought that people with 20 years seniority
here would be out in the srees,” Local
Presidemt Bufford Harris said in 19785.

- awa

Even if the union had tried to aimivdy'

_-pursue the issue, company policy was
designed 1o frusirate its efTorts. Workers at
another Monsanto plant in Wen Virginia
. recently filed two lawsuits secking more
than $4 billion from the company, charging
Monsanto had ‘**a deliberate, fraudulent,
willful and intentional plan 10 deny suf-
ficient knowledge™ 1o those requesting
information about ‘*‘occupational disease
cases dara, lists of all chemiculs with which
emplovees came into mun. all data on all
monitoring: measyring, «1¢.""

mchargesmbaedonamowrmen
by J.S. Wonders, a personnel manager in
Monsanto's Industrial Chemicals Division,
. dated November. 1977, in which Wonders
describes ‘‘the latest thinking of our Cor-
poraste Law, Corporate Personnel, and
Medical Depanimemts.” The memo maies
that, except for cenain requests covered by
OSHA regulations, local union represen-
tatives making requests “will ve toid time is
needed (0 prepare a response (that it is 3
complicated question or that all pans of the
data requested are not currently gvailable).
Eventually, according 10 Wonders, the
personnel depanment should deveiop “as
limited a response as deemed appropriate.”
The memo encouraged **a positive approach
for a plant’s indusrial hygene effort,’ but
urged * whenever possible, broadside and/or
antagonistic and/or suspicious union
requests shouid be resisted."

KOSHA began to collex the death cer-
dficates of men who had wocked in the f ur
VC buildings after initially concentrating on
OSHA in an unsucceasful effont to interes

the agency in protecting Monmamo workers.
Peter Friedland, a freelance writer who had
reported on the group’s activities for local
newspapers, suggested they put toguether
what became ‘‘ihe death list,” and it was
through him that Dr. John Lewis firg met
KOSHA members and cxamined the fist.
Lewis was 3 NIQSH physicizn assigned to
liclp out the Mass. Bureau of Occupational
Hygiene. Lewis and 2 NIOSH «atistivian
took KOSHA's death list, which comtained
86 names of Monsanto polymerization
workers, compounders and maintenance
workers, and performed a simple
epidemiological study. Allowing his data
were ‘‘crude,”” Lewis nevertheless found
that, “amoag workers said to have worked
in PVC fabrication, 27.5 percent of the
deaths—1i4 of Sl--were from cancer. This
compares to 16.5 percent of deaths caused
by cancer nationally. Furthermore, four of
these 14 cancers were pancreatic (35 per-
cent). Cancer of the pancreas accounts for
5.5 percent of cancer deaths nationaily.” In
such 8 small group, pancreatic cancer would
have been expected 10 appear in less than
one case. A Swedish siudy recently linked
VC exposure to liver disorders and pan-
creatic cancer excesses, especially in workers
with latency periods of more than 10 vears.

Whas followed news of Lewis's ﬁndinp'

se1 2 pattern often repeated through six
yaars of inconclusive ftudies. Monsanto
criticized the siudy's methodology (how
Lewis and KOSHA had collected the death
certificates). Monsanto argued that some
workers, including two of the four pan-
creatic cancer cases, were mistahenly in-
cuded in the sudy group. At the same time,
the company refused 10 provide Lewis with
job-hisiory records, telling him firn, *We

are looking imo your request and we will-

reply within several days,” and later that the
few records which siill ekisted were in very
poor shape and aimos useless.

For eight months without success, Lewis
tried t0o gt company help. A delegation
which included NIOSH Director Dr. John

¢ Finkles visited the plam but was unabie to0

convince Monsanto 10 cooperate. The
company ‘““was just not convinced there was
a problem or that there wal enough
mmon 10 justify funther study,” Finklea
wrote in 2 NIOSH memo. Even a letter to
the company’s medical direstor in St. Louis

stating *‘there is funther reason for conam

- since two of the four pancreatic cancer cases

were only 42 and 43 years of age at death,”
went unheeded,

Without job history data from the
company, chemical exposures could not be
pin-pointed and cause and effecs guaran-
teed. As a result Lewis’s study was con-
sidered preliminary, A year later Monsanto
finally accepted NIOSH's suggesion w
cooperate with a follow-up Rudy. The new
sudy wauld not be conducted by Lewis, but
by Robert Spirtas, Karen Stanislaweryk and
Rose Kaminski. It would not focus on any
pamicular work site, Eke the VC deparnt-
ments, but rather oo mortality in the entire

: (Conrinued on nexz page)
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{Continued fram previous page)
plant workforce,

Iant of 1he reason the Spittas group never
fsolated Building 85 wies Monvunao®s relusal
10 release medical records, which cinnain
occupatianal  information.  The company
wins “gencrally cooperative when i firs got
uanieh, but when mwedical  records' were
requested they wouldn's la us see thiem,*”
said Stamislawceyh, 1 really can’t recall
their exsct words, bt they just suid they

didn't have 10 do i, and they weren®t guing

10 do it."" {When Monsumo linelly did
retease medival records uncler 1980 OS1IA
segulations, individual workers whe
seguested their fites divcovered the company

kept dewniled job historics back 10 1945, In "}

one case, Monsanto iraced 22 job changes
by one worker.) .

The Spintas group found 44 deaths from

* cancer of 1he digestive system and 26 deaths

. feom cancer of the genilro-nrinary irac,

which inctudes the pancreas, liver and other
organs. Noth causes were significanly
clevied and increased with time, suggesting
*y pussible occupational facior,” such os
“the ingestion of huzardous subsiances,**

While NIOSH sudied she plam, Moa
santo did a study of its own uslng somewhm
differemt nwthods and reaching very dif-
feremt conclusions. The company found no

+ excess deaths when compared 10 $lampden
Counly mes, except for 8 statistically
significant excess of prostuie cancer in U.S.-
born workers. ' Unknown (o us, Monsanio
wis doing i1s own littke stwdy with denth
cenificates we had, phes some more,” suid
Rase Kaminski. **So when we Ciune ol winh
our results, they immedinely putled o
theirs and sald, “\We found no prohlems, so
there mud be something wiong with your
anulysis.” We went back and Fouh abom the
limitations of each of cur studics.*’

Fhe NIOSH sty was redeised in 198
and recommended mvre stwdy, Now Four
yewrs since the VU atere, UL representinive
Jick Sunrez was moved 10 wrile the ngency,
“What doey it ke te evpedite a follaw-up
medienl sindy tor ihewe winkenn? Alt 1he
past sl present emplovees are apprehemive
abom  aheir healty, This  bsie most e
clarificib—me they vr aren't they powential
victinn? . .. We need your help,™

Help didn't arsive. Insicad, the povern-
ment allowed Monsamo ty fumd Dr, Gary
Muarsh of the University of Pigsharph o
vonduct the recommentled study, Allowing a
coventnany By o st Bellowenn standy of i

F ormer Shift
Superviuw
Hurry Curhon iy suing
Yonsumto bevatse he
hetioves hiv cuncer
wus cuned by
wcipationul
exponire to chemicels
at the Sprnglictd
Plant.

{Tobey phote)

L} .

own workplace “‘was nl 8 common ex-
petience,” accunling 16 v, Richard Lemer
of NIOSIHL “The only scuson we cver
consciled was bDecase we would have
complete review iheoughom 1he study.* In
Fact, NIOSTEs **complete review'* consisted
of u single-page critigue of the Morsh stndy
when it was complenal. :

Marsh's twoe shidies confirmed Spinta's
general findings and cchoed Lewis, Mansh
considered ovcupational Tactors a5 likely
contribuions 10 the death 1mes, ond he
reconmended mre sesenrch on m least two
cosey, lymphiaic system cancer and cancers
of the throa st mouh, which **suggest the
pewsible influeice of work-ietased Factors.**

- Pefore the company released s second re-
pont in November, Dr. Mash siid cancer ea-
cewes identiticd in previous siudics semain
mnesplained by his new waik becane, s
vittually wspossible 10 bwlie exposre e
indivituad  chemicay.*” Crities who  were
nctive u KOSHA, which dishanded in 1978
10 allow the union kendenship mose room w
munenver on healihe and salety issncs with
the company, sy Marsh suale serions
mistahes by including coitnin jobs in the
wisnp departments, amnd by incorrealy
wsming chemicabh were used where they
wete bt i Monsanto®s Diggest misiohe
may bave been oy devision e to sty
specitic waorh sies, like the VO depuriiemts.

Motvnmta il e rovessclure minae il e

yeuts counling the dead, but workers finally

have proofl VC was a killer in Duilding 85,
The eviklenee comes (rom 1wo “siudies
supeevised by Dr. Keaneth Roscnman while
a professor b the UMass Division of Public
Uicalih,
graduase  studems  in  occupational
epidemiology. The sindics found M cancer
deaths mmong the 110 makes who died alicr
working in Monsanle’s VC/PPVC depan-
ments. Among  polymerization  workers,
cancer of the moulh was stastically
significam, while digestive iract nnd tym-
phatic cancers were higher than enpected.

An . unexpected finding  was  the
clevated risk of lung cancer among Nuilding
85 VL workers 1hat was notl present antong
workers in other ureas, Roseaman said the
cancers appear 10 e waik-clued because
“people wins worked there fonger—who had
& longer lmency period—had higher risks of
dying of alt malignant neoplinms.*® liven
thougl the VO depannments are in longer In
operation, the stmlics suggen “‘employces
semain ar cisk due 10 exposure i previow
yeurs.

For the firs gime, the group used joh-
history diim Sooun semoriny lises obsained
theeugh the wmion W e plam. The lists
contadned  occupationat  informaion  the
company had previously given hie union,
but bid refused 0 provide (o NIOSH in-
vestigriors.

In a fetter to Springlictd plamt inanager

Foovne Shiriver P Wonrimem woae 8

anl performed by 2 1eam of

looking at the monalily expesience
throughout the whole plant ws s been
done by the study you comnissloned from
the University ol Piasburgh, the resulis in
high-risk aremy such ws vinyd chlotide ase
dilmied by arcus without risk, and e
overdll resulis do nor give u tene pictuee of
the risk of discase to your worken.”
Scientists may never be awe exacily which
chemical agents censed specific cuncets like
the hing cancers in Building 35, becane @
wide varicty of chemicals wins blended with
VC. Even PYC dust, previowsly thowugli i
be inen, is bncecasingly suspected o e
cancer-cansing (A mutarial-sulcty duta sheet
distributed by Monsinio notes #VU "is a
suspecied cancer-cmning sgent.’’). Dwing
1981, hawever, the death list climbed 10 W,
and included new cases of bladder, laynx,
lung, Lidney, colon amt esopliogeal cunces.

Union locod Presidemt Roges Souey said
afier-the Rosemman sad Manh siudies weie
relemsed thst he was tined  F responding o
auestions aboul more sindies of 1he
Springlicld plamt. "Il thing | fiwl por-
turbing Is that nobody ever comes oul with
snything definiie.’’ Yo one way 1o puil
Suwn camses and ensure emly detccrion sl
tremiment of cancer iy heatih monijoning.
*“In & group of workcrs with high exposure
1o vinyl chloride,” scientisty in Louivilie,
Kemtucky recently conchuded, *chise sur-
veillunce should be continued indelinitely.**
The stme remoning presnably wem into
the 1973 OSHA regulation on VO, which
requites workers wisth more than 10 year
enposure (0 be examducd cvery sx moenhs,

Monsamo has never hud 10 comply with
OS1A's segulution, **Since they g i of
business before the regulmion came in, i
mubes sense thas we cunt iald  them
respomsible,®  expluing  Regional  OS11A
Adpimisteor Rudobpds Bayate. Momsante
b never sereencd thise Sponglicld warkens
o righost rish for cancer.

Momsanto did pesTurm liver Tonction tests
on 275 men belore its VO operasions weie
phased ont, but, according 1 il Journat o}
the  Amverican  Medwid  Avwociation, e
Susual tidtery of liver lunction e vanid
be selicd upon 1 deteet winning signah’* ol
VU induced cancer. Morcaves, the compiny
wid  the government in 19 thal ap-
proximaicly 603 cmployees worked m s
four VU departmenls b o yeas of nune,
ind some worhery say theie was i Ihils
I FATINTH B IR T

denie e where ol
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should have been counted. Employess of
outside contraciors, like local industrial
¢leaning companies, were never considered.
At least one Monsanto worker, Arkey
Dederian, was never considered a member
of the affected group but was exposed to
dangerously high levels of VCM, He was 2
*pool” worker, one of the available em-
plovees from the general labor force, used
wherever needed. For months, Dederian
worked as a kettle-chipper and an operator's
assimant, but the company does not lig him-

- as 8 VC .worker because he never put 12

consecutive months in 8 VC depaniment.
Dederian says he was.never given a physical
or contacted abow his exposure since he was
laid off in 1973, after 18 years with Mon-
santo.

Dederian’s work placed him in the highent
tisk category of all: the first seven U.S.
workers to die of liver angiosarcoma were
kettle-chippers. The job required workers to
climb down into huge reactior vesseis and
chip the walls clean. At hand level, where
they would be scraping, concenirations of
VCM were estimated &t 600-1.000ppm. The
job took only an hour or two, bur the
chippers moved from one kettle ta-another.
**Two guys on the shift were kertle<chippers
and we'd be in a kextle the whole shift,”
said Dederian. Dederian once passed out
inside a kewle because it wasn't properly
ventilated. (In the ‘late 19605, Monsanto
began using a chemical solverit to remove
baked-on polymer and absorb unreacted VC
in kerttles. It claims solvent cleaning
significantly reduced worker exposure, but
hand-cleaning was &ill required every 100
-batches. Louis Beliczky, Director of
Industrial Hygiene for the United Rubber
Workers, said such solvemts  proved
reiatively unsuccessful. and probably posed
new health hazards.)

Dederian was not the only worker the
company forgot. According to Haroid
Williams, *‘In Building 84 the operators
clesned their own kettles. Practically
everybody that went in there chipped kettles
at one time or another.™

Alth ygh an inexpensive hesith-
monitoring program has been developed by
the Vinvl Chloride Research Project at the
University of Kentucky, Monsant is not
one of seven major companies using the
sysiem.

———)

carcinogens, but with threats to WOrN gt
safety like sharp edges and weak rail:._
The lack of reliable data resulting n..,m'
the shutdown of PVC operations styr._:
not only researchers studying cancer in the
workplace, bwt also workers and .,
families pressing compensation claims . 4
lawsuits against the company. Cases ine
volving chemicals are almoxt impossibi. 10
win without specific exposure data. S-;.
filed on behalf of five Monsano wou‘.'m
who suffer or have died from cancer are
likely to be dropped for that reaw,,
sithough attomey Morton Sweeney derh;..e&
10 comment. Monsanto has also refuse. to
release what firtle data there may be. ’
Monsanto settled privately with .
widows of Charles Giroux and Clarc,,
Messier, sidestepping hearings by the M. ..
Division of Indusrial Accidents Board. 4
avoiding its day in court. There are
records of what the company may h,..
admitted or denied, and the terms o1 o
settlements are confidential. Some idew
the company's position can be had fi .0
records of a Hampden Superior Cournt .
in which Mrs. Megier sued Monsanio
1974 to produce records of her husbat 4.
exposure and to allow a team of expent. .
visit areas of the piant where he worked.
According to court records, Monsani,-,
lawyers refused both requests and arg...4

Jthere could be a very real potemtial 5

creating employee fear and unresi ¢
strangers were to come through the plan. 4,
any time during iis 24-hour operau,,
gathering evidence on chemicals which ..
claimed 10 cause death.” *““There coula
no way Monsanto could hide this +*7LLl .ow
cmployees,” wrote Mansame 't ..‘m.;"
“and it could cause 3 ‘v y
¢harged situstion.”

In at least one critical +3% “.'::::"
Mexed its political muscie Mava Jing ..‘:
influence government saenints ""’i e
plant. According to Dr. John Al
former Secretary of Fewnomi® h‘-‘_'—ﬂ
subsequently managed to dncoutr? "'
up studies of specific depanme™ St
plant. ““There was this guy HO™" \;, “d
who was sort of a flunky for D\g‘. Lg:-?
extremely pro-business,’’ $2' ..,pug_';
“Monsanto went to him #nd © T,
about what | was downg. ST SRS
working with a state apency. M 0
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{imb down inro huge reactor vessels and
Hhip the wails clean. Ag hand level, where
they would be scraping. concemtraxions of
VM were estimated at 600-1.000ppm. The
job took only an hour or twa. but the

. chippers moved from one kerttle ta-another.
" ~Two guvs on the shift were kentlechippers

d we'd be in 2 kettle the whole shift.”

id Dederian. Dederian once passed out
inside a kertie because it wasn't properiy
ventilated. (In the late 1960:, Monsanto
began using 2 chemical solverit 1o remove
baked-on polvmer and absorb unreacted VC
in kettles. It claims solven: cieaning
significantly reduced worker exposure. but
hand-cfeaning was sull required every 100
batches. Louis Beliczky, Director of
Industrial Mygiene for the United Rubber
Workers. said such solvents proved
relatively unsuccessful, and probably posed
pew health hazards.)
* Dederian was not the only worker the
company forgot. According to Haroid
Williams, **In Building 34 the operators
cleaned their own ketties. Pracricaily
everybody that went in there chipped kettles
at one time or anather."’

Although an inexpensive health-
monitoring program has been developed by
the Vinyl Chioride Research Project ar the
University of Kentucky, Monsaato is mor
one of seven major companies using the
system.

Workers from the VC deparuments at

- Monsanto/Springlield are still dying. The
1ncer studies continue, plant bulleting are .

il posted, law suits drag on, and govern-

ent inspectors—~{ike reporters and their
editors—Iose interest. There has been ao
focal ouicry, no stae investigation, no
national scandal exposed. The death list
grows longer, and the company seems to be
getting away with murder.

Alter a year-long investigation, we can

only conclude Monanto has successfully

exploited the weaknesses in government
regulatory programs. using its political and

economic ciout to confuse, delay, and -

evemually co-opt the process. The Wonders®
document suggests the company has
followead 3 consistent policy of corporate
cover-up. isolating the ad hoc workers’
group ROSHA, stalemating IUE Local 283,
and mmdmg all public responsibility in the
couris, in the workmens' eompensmon
system, and on the shop floor. .

Monsanio  understood government
apencics adjust to change at different speeds
and in sarsing dogrees. It encouraged
jurisdivtional squabbles and feuds over
scarce resources among (ledgling o¢-
cupational health agencizs. The company
which adveitises, *Witheut Chemicals, Life
Il Would Be lmpossible,” exploited the
widapread  igrorance of the effuct of
chemicals on  heaith. "Monsanio  experts
srevailed over Massachusetts Burzuu of
abor and Industries inspeciors who
were concerned not  with

reoorc. QU Wizl (ne SOmpany &Ly hEve
admicted or denied, and the terms of its
settiements are contidential. Some dea of
the ¢company's position can be had {rom
records of a Hampden Superior Court case
in which Mrs. Messier sued Monsanto in
1974 10 produce records of her husband's
exposure and (o ailow a team of experus o
visit areas of the plant where he worked.
According 10 court records. Monsanto's
lawvers refused buth requests and argued

Mthere couid be a very redl potential of

creating employee fear and unrest il
ftrangers were (0 come througn the plant &
any time during s 24-hour operation.
gathering evidence on chemicals which are
claimed to cause death.” “*There couid be
no way Monsanto could hide this visit from
employess,” wrote Monsanto's counsel.
*and it could cause a very emotionally
charged situstion.”

In ar least one critical case, Monsanto
flexed its political muscle in Massachuserts 1o
influence government scientists studying the
plant. According to Dr. John Lewis, a
former Secretary of Economic Affairs
subtequently managed 10 discourage follow-
up sudies of mwecific depanmenus at the
plant. **There was this guy Howard Smith
who was sort of a flunky for Dukakis, and
extremely pro-business.”’ said Lewis.
“*Monsanto went 10 him and complained
about what | was doing. Since [ was
working with a state agency, he tried t0
manhandle me owt of there.’”

In a speech tha received wide publicity
two years ago, the chairman of the board
and former presidemt of Monsanto made a
suggestion: “‘l believe,” said John W,
Hanley, **we should support harsh legal
penalities for chiseling managers who
willfully and unreasonably endanger the
ives or hesith of others. ... Individual

managers who knowingly and reckiessly 1

conceal clear and ongoing conditions of
serious worker or consumer dangers shouid
be recognized as the villains they are.”

But according to Anthony Mazzocchi,
Heaith and Safety Director for the Oil,

= Chemical, and Atomic Workers Union,

corporations like Monsanto should be heid
accountable. *We have to start thinking in
terms of penalities where guilty corporations
have to give up an element of their control.
First infraction, they have 10 give up their
medical depantment. Second, they have to
give up some other managerial function to
the workers. To me that’s the only way
we're going 1o move. | mean, the fines most
companies get are nonsense. Most of the
companics we deal with could pay the fings
out of perty cash.” -

Shortly before he died, one of the workers
on the Monsanto death list was told by his
friends about Hanlzy's jail-for-managers
speech. **They shoulda’t have to go to jail.™
he repgoredly said, *‘they should have to
take care of us in the hospital and uatv.h us
die.*

Resaurch for rlu‘.; story wus sporsored in
part by the Fund for Investigutive Jour-
nalism in Waskington, D.C. .
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Limited Time Qnly
(offer ends Feb. 13, 1982)
Bring in this ad to
our modern rug cleaning plant
pay the price for one rug
(the more expensive of the two)
and get the second rug
- cleaned free

1393 Uoper Dwight 52
Holyoxe

at Ria 91, Exit 17
$33-10G0
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